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Fifth, There is no time to lose, forif we commence at once, mil-
lions of those now living in China will have passed away before the
message can reach them.

Will each of our readers join us in prayer that God will send out
1,000 evangelists for China very speedily, and personaliy ask Him the
question : ““Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ?” Let us not for-
get that to preach the gospel to every creature, is not & mere human
project, but a divine command.

THE CREDULITY OF SKEPTICISM.
BY ¥. ¥F. ELLINWOOD, D.D., NEW YORK.

The credulity of unbelief has become proverbial. There are
instances which would be amusing if the subjects were less serious,
and their treatment less bitter. Almost as a rule the wildest and most
preposterous theories are held by men and women who have made
shipwreck of faith. They above all others are ready for a seven-fold
possession.

A remarkable instance of excess of faith was brought to my atten-
tion not long since, in a book entitled “ The Bible in India.” Looking on
the title page for the authorship, I at once recognized the familiar
name of Louis Jacolliot, an intense French infidel whom Professor
Max Muller had mercilessly ridiculed in his lecture on “ False Anal-
ogies.” The book was published by a well-known firm in New York,
and has doubtless given great comfort to many a foe to Christianity.

M. Jacolliot, while acting as a judge in the Courts at Chander
Nagore in the Madras Presidency, warmly embraced the idea that all
the religions of Western nations had been derived from India, and
that a little searching would find the sources of the Old and New
Testaments in the Sanskrit manuscripts. IIe gave his leisure hours to
Sanskrit. 1le found pundits who were even more ready to proinote
his purpose than he had imagined. They produced manuscripts, he
translated, and the bonanza which he had struck well nigh turned his
head. e had not learned, as had others who had preceded him,
that a two-fold appeal to the race pride and the cupidity of the impecu-
nious pundits would bring forth Sanskrit treasures of any desired
variety or extent.

The essential history, the ritual, and many of the important prophe-
cies of the Old Testament, were found in a Hindu mould, and the god
Krishna, or, as Jacolliot spelled it for greater effect, “ Christna,” was
clearly foretold. New Testament parallelsin abundance were also pro-
duced, and the mercurial Frenchman was in ecstacies. He could not
satisfy his enthusiasm with a plain statement of results; he must work
off his overpowering emotion by the following apostrophe to India:

¢ Soil of ancient India, cradle of humanity, hail! Hail. venerable and effi-
cient nurse whom centuries of brutal invasions have not yet buried under the




