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ambassador to a foreign court than when this solitary man wrote in his
journal : ¢« 'We are penetrating into the heart of one of the great kingdoms
of the world to make a formal offer of the gospel to a despotic monarch
and through him to the millions of his subjects.” To-day the king of Burmal;
sends his princely children tosit at the feel of the successors of Judson, and
Jearn the deepest lessons of both secular and celestial wisdom.

Beirut, in Syria, is called the ‘‘crown-jewel of modern missions.” It was
taken from the bed of Moslem degradation, cut and set by the deliberate
planning of & handful of American Christians. As lale as 1826, Beirnt was
a straggling, decaying Mohammedan town without so much as a carriage-
way through it, & wheeled vehicle, or a pane of window-glass in it. The mis-
sionaries who came to it were persecuted by authorities and mobbed by the
populace. Some were driven to the Lebanons; others fled to Malta. There
they matured their plans, chimerical to all but the eye of Iuith, They pro-
jected Christian empire for Syria,not the gathering of a few converts.
Schools, colleges, printing-houses, churches, Western culture in science, art
and religion, were all included in their plan. They returned to Beirut bring-
ing  hand-press and & font of Arabie type. Night after night a light
gleamed from a little tower above the mission building—a prophetie light
seen out on the Mediterranean—where Eli Smith, and, after he was gone, the
still living Dr. Van Dyck labored in iranslating the Bibleinto Arabic. “When,
in 1863, Dr. Van Dyck flung down the stairway the last sheet of “copy” to
the compositor, it marked an era of importance to Syrin and Asia Minor, to
Egypt and Turkey, and all the scattered Arabic-speaking peoples, greater
than any accession or deposition of Sultans and Khedives. There is nothing
more eloquent than the face of the venerable translator. in which can be read
the making of the grandest history of the Orient. The dream of the exiles
has been accomplished. Beirut.is to-day a Christian city, with more influ-
ence upon the adjacent lands than had the Berytus of old, on whose ruins it
has risen.  Stately churches, hospitals, a female seminary, a college, whose
graduates are scattered over Syria, Egypt, and wherever the Arab roums; a
theological seminary, & common-school system, and three steam-presses,
throwing off nearly a hall-million pages of reading-mattera day; a Bible-
house, whose products ave found in India, China, Ethiopia, and at the sources
of the Nile; these are the facels of that ¢“crown jewel” which the mission-
aries have cut with their sanctified enterprise.

Across the Mediierrancan, answering to the college at Beirut, stands Robert
College, just above the fortification built by the Turks when they invested
Constantinople. It was founded in the practical wisdom which foresaw its
influence upon the surrounding people. We are not surprised at the state-
ment of those resident in Bulgaria, that the rapid development of that
people into 2 compact nation, ““with destiny in its eye,” is due to the educa-
tion of so many young Bulgarians at the American Gollege on the Bosphorus.
These men have returned to their homes to assume positions of control in
every department of life. They are the advisers of the nation and the exccu-
tors of its will,

David Livingstone, the Apostle of Afric, ranksamong the foremost states-
men of modern times. Sir Bartle Frere, the diplomal, says of him: “No
man ever attempted, on a grander or more thorough scale, to benefit and
improve those of his race who most neceded improvement and light. In the
exccution of what he understood, I never met his equal for energy and
sagacity., Every year will add fresh evidence to show how well-considered
were the plons he took in hand, and how vast have been the results of the

.



