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Aztee. The miarclb of bis veterans wus not delayed
that the arts of peace mighit induce subniission ; nor
wvas bis in-enuitý taxed as to the best nietliods of
conferring the benefits of bis soeinil orgaziizations. Rie
foùglit for the extermination of bis enenaies ; aud bis
bloody band wvas stayed on the battle-fivid only that
thousands of every conquered racçe à!juld deck the
altars oï bis gods, that slaves should not bc wvanting
in bis palaces, and that his foeinan's flesli inigflit, be
among the delicacies of bis table at bis triumlphal,
orgies. To find the developenient of anytbing wvorthy
tbe name of civilization among a people of sue'
nature is strange indeed, and ils incongruity of char-
acter is explicable ornly by the fact that tbeir mili-
tary opzrations were carried on under a religious
fanaticisin, and lience cannot, be fairly takei-, as a
criterion of the national genius. Witb tîjis considera-
tion wve nay in some mensure be able to sympathize
,with this rude people in their efforts for improvenient,
and regard with a degree of interest the struggle of
tbe hunian niind te rise above its natural c'ndition,
as seen ia the progress of the untutored subjeets of
the .Aztec monarchy. We mnay observe characteristics
the vt:ry opposite of those displayed in the reckless
sacrifice of life that followed every victory, by glanc-
ing at the institution of slavery as regulated by the
Mexicans. The duties and privileges of the slave
wvere strictly defined by law, and severe penalties
awvaited aIl mnasters wbo assigned greater than legal
tasks or administered. otiier than prescribed punish-
iments. The slave could bave a family, hold property,
and even own other slaves; while, by a provision said
to be unknown in any other nation, bis children were
hemn free. NTo mnaster tlîoughft of selling bis slaves
unless for purposes of discipline, or obliged te do so
by extrenie poverty; but, wlien the trembling hand
of the old wvarrior could no longer draw the bow and
hie -vas a-%'aiting bis cail to, the mansions of the sun,
bis stema heart softened to'vard Lis f.aithful bondmen
and -vith the last net of life be w&vs wont to set tbem
free.

In the starry cnnopy above him the Aztec priest
rend bis people's destiny, and ;vbetbcr they -were
profited by lis predictions or not, these observationt.
resuitczl in a L-nowledge of mnny astronomical facts
that were unknown to the great philosopbers of
antiquity. ln the darkness of an eclipse tbe Aztecs
sawv neither famine nor pestilence, for they were net

ignorant of its cause. Their great festivals kept time
wvith the movenients of various constellations. Their
calandar sho'ved the periods of the solstices, and o!
the equinoxes. aiîd that of the passage of the sun
across their zenith; and, ics correspondence wvitlî the
alianiac of their conquerors, 'vas sufficient, to show for
its calcul---Ors a sk-ill la computation rivalling tliat of
the enlighteued nations of christendom. With this
knowlcdge o! mathernatical science, wve find a corres-
ponding advancenient in many o! the arts. Agricul-
ture, architecture, a Ld sculpture were far la advnnce
o! the attainnients the savage, and the iexican's
skill la working the preciou.c mnetals baffled the imita-
tion of the Spanish goldsmitb. The nearest approach
to a literature, that wvas miad6 by the American na-
tions, wvns found amnong the Aztccs. Their centem-
perles in Peru tranlsmitted messages by means of an
ingenious but cumbrous arrangemient, o! variously
colored thrcads; but the native of Mexico had re-
course te hieroglyphies, the higbest style of wvriting
attainable by a people ignorant of the alphabet. With
bis fancifui imitation of natumni objects, and repre-
sentilig abstract ideas by tbe fantastie characters o!
bis imagrination, the Indian scribe recorded un the lea£
of his nati% e magyuey the annals of bis nation, and tbus
preserved for positeriy the story o! its ancestors.

The form o! goverament in Mexico 'vas an elective
monarchy witb all legisiative function vestcd iii the
king; but there 'vas a censtitutional protection
against tymanny in the independence 9f the chie!
judges with whose decision the severeign could net
lawvfully interfere. The dignity of the tbrene 'vas
uplield by the great nobles, inost of whom lived in,
splendor but littIe inferior to, that of the king huisel!,
but their interests seemn tu, have been se closely allied
'vith their lords, that, unlike the feudal barons o!
Europe, they coiubined te sustain the central autbor-
ity. The priests, toc, of Nvhoni there wvas a great
number, bad ne smali part in the royal cceuncils ; and
by virtueo'e their pretend--d recience ri' astrology and
the power ef superstition, thcy hndl au influence in
the nation that mnade them the useful agents o! the
chie! ma.gistrate, and led bum very frequently te,
entrust te, thtir bands the suprenie power. Cruel as
this priestly domination may have beexi, and however
wanton the destruction o! life its ceremonial involved,
it certainly wvns net, severely rebuked by tlîe beastedl
Christianisy o! its conquerors, propagnted as that wvas


