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faist fadin- race. But these conditions wcre nover fulfilled. Mr. Mifli-
gan's favor ivith Lady Franklin was groat, but bis conipetency as an
cthinolog«,ist was infinitcsimzatly simatI. Perhaps too bis aalary %vas too
liberat, for ho lived nt bis case in ilobarton and nover honorcd the
aborigines witti more than an annuat visit. lie compiled a so-called
vocabulary of native words, which I have no hesitation in saying is
pcrfcctly worthlcss to the philologiet as welt as to the ethnologise, and
the very brief no~tes which ho occasionally produeed with refèenco to
the general characteristies of the tribcs are net one ivhit more reliable.
Thus wvas lost a spleadiù opportuuity of giving to anthropology a com-
plete history of this now citinet race, and, as a result, we rcally know
very tittie about it.

It lias been supposed that while Australia was pcopled direct from
tho north throu-h thie isiands of Timior and Rotti, Van Dicman's Land
derivcd its population froni the islands of the Pacifie. This was Dr.
Latham's opinion ; but I have net beon able te discover sufficient
reason for the supposition. 1 amn more disposcd to think that the
people originatly came across Bass's Strait fromn the castern portion of
Australia, now known as Gipp's Land, through that chain of islands
which conneets the line of the Bllue Mountains and Aus ralian Alps
with the mountains of Tasmania. In my intercourse with the natives
of both places, 1 have found nothing which militates against this view;
neithor bave 1 been able to doteot any thing which seenis te cati, for
the thcory that bas receivcd the powerfal support of Dr. Latham.

When tttention was first given te the natives of Van Dieman's Land,
it was found that the tribes on the cast differed in somae respects fira
those on the west. They spolia the sanie language, but in dialeets
diffcring se mucli that the twe people could with difficulty uuderstand
each other. Their custoins were also different in soma details. Those
points do not however indicate any difference of etigin. The interior
of Tasmania is of such a character that it would hardty have been pos-
sible-at any rate it was highly improbable.-that the tribes on the
euat coast sbould have had. any interco-urse with those of the wcst.
They were separated by an almost htupassable barrner of mountain and
forest, with an impenotrable undergrowth o? scrub ; sa that it would
have been very remarkable if soa distinctive m~arks bad flot grown up
in a series of gene-.aions. These distinctions however were completely
lest sshen the whole aboriginal population was sent te Flinder's Island,
-aud, ecept by thein pedigree, it was impossible te ascertain with


