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"ltrust ourselves in God's hands," because to show that "lthe effectuai, fervent prayer
we use ail possible means for procuring of a righteous man availeth much," in the
the fulfilment of our legitimate desires, of physical as ivell as the spiritual sphere. We
whichi means we befezeprayer to be oze. bel jeve that God does flot give the special

It is flot quite an accurate statemnent of dir-ection and imipulse to pray for anything of
the case to say that we believe we should a iniracudous nature except wvhen, for wise
Ilpray only for such things as, for aughit wve reasons, lie intends to answer it by a de-
knowv, may happen wvhether we pray or iiot." parture froni His ordinary mode of pro-
Out of the certain and the impossible wve cedure; and this is Our answer to those
cannot possibly tell whiether anything may- %vho, ask why we do iiot nowv pray for things
happen or flot; but wve do not, therefore, we cali miraculous. Our Lord Himself
remain inactive. The Ilregion of uncer- %vorked no needless miracles, and would ilot
tainty '> is, undoubtedly, the region of hurnan cast himself fromn a pinnacle of the Temple,
prayer as it is of human effort. Where we 1 vhen tempted to do so for an inadequate
see a thing to be imp5ossible, we nei/hiertray or unworthy end. Muchi more, for lus fol-
îzor labour. A passage in the present loivers to petition for the miraculous, with-
writer's original paper has been somewhat out special direction, outward or inward,
unfairly treated. It was said thiat no one wvould be presumptuous in the extremne. We
would be "Iso presumptuous as to pray for are told that, in praying for the removal of
the reversai of those conditions of our mor- disease, wve wish " that the case may not be
tai life, on the uniformn action of wkhich ai Izu- left to the action of the ordinary laws of nia-
man calcula/ions depezdl," and we are asked ture." To their'lundi-eced, s'pon/aneouls ac-
wvhether every physical Iaw~ is flot "a condi- tion, we certainly do ;zot 'vishi it left ; other-
tion of our mortal life ?" But, in the first 'vise we should flot caîl in a physician or
place, we do flot ask for a rever-sal of any- apply remedies, by wich ive desire to alter
Ilphysical law," and in the next place, of the course of these laivs, and probably
course, -%vhat was meant Nvas, that it wvouId change the resuit. If man can thus direct
be selfish and wicked to pray, for instance, and modify the course of these lawvs, are we
for our own convenience, that either seed- to suppose that God cannot do so, either
timne or harvest might not corne,* whereas, through these laws themselves, or by a
it is neither 'elfish nor wicked to pray for a direct act of power? Are we to forge that
timely showt r or restoration to health, the Hie can and does "Ibless humnan agency for
granting of wvhich, so far as we know, îieed the production of physical eflects," or to
injure no one. Neither the present wvriter, assert that IlGod neyer can or neyer does
nor any one e1se, hias Ilruade it a Christian use any other agency than that of man to
duty to imitat: Elijah,> in praying for wvhat act upon physical causation ? ' If so, we
-zi'as a miracul us or an exceptional cessa- make at least a very groundless assertion.
tion of ramn. llie instance is given by St. Ilowv often, in disease, does it happen that
James, 210/ to show that we shouild iimitate its course is determined by a seeming Ilacci-
Elijali in the object of his prayer, but siniply dent," or a train of such. Are we to sup-

pose' that lHe 'vho controls and directs all

The objection to this distinction "inplies tîhe things hias nothing to do with these, because
argument that the possibility of prayer being an- free and responsible humian agents may inter-
swcred dosnot deedat alon the resnbees vene ? S ometimes the joy of the sudden
or unreasonableness of the petition, and that a presenceofablvdrin lasecld
prayer for somcthing which involves the ruin of a the ebbing tide of life, wvhen ail seenied

wrdis quite as absurd as a petition for something gipls.Teei ueyntigura
which, for aught we knowv, or for anythîng that ,ihpls.Thr ssrl ntigura
probably truc, inay bc donc without any greater dis- sonable, nothing, at variance with true
turbance than is produced by axiy of our owvn actions science, in believing that Hie froin ivhom.
in ' changing the cxisting order.' This argument is life cornes at first, might directly impart to
against common sense, and is obviously founded.ta nseiuprcplwhhw al ,at
solely on the assuniption that the reasonableness or thtmseiu rnil hc v al"tl
unreasonablencss of a petition has no bearing what- ity, sufficient force to enable it to th) ow off
ever on the possibility of ils being granted, which the disease. A well authenticated case is
possibility is absolutely negatived, wherever anly knowvn to the present writer, in which the
physical change is concerned, howev'er small this eoryfalit glfonanpaety
change may be."-Dukc of Argyle, in Co eovrnoteitl gr fo n parnl
porary Rei-w. 1hopeless malady was attributed by the at-
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