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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

What is to be done in such a case? We have heard it
said, and have supposed it to be tolerahly correct philosophy
—*% Remove the cause and the effect will cease.”” Bui in
these days of progress it seems to he taken for granted, that
if the effeet be nourished ang protected the cause will cease.
Our neighbour of the Guzelte has given us a chapter on va-

grancy. He is quite earnest to have the evil stopt. He
says:—

‘¢ Have the Government of Canada or the citizens of Mon-
treal performed their duty towards these persons, and to-
watds society, of which these form so dangerous an element ?
Decidedly not,——and it hehoves the people of this city either
to take some action of themselves (o remedy the most serious
evil indicated, or to petition Government to do it. The city
or the Provinee should forttiwith provide for the destitute,
(and for the most part dissolute) some place where, apart
from the evil influences of a Common Gaol, they may be
made, in so far as it is possible, to esrn their subsistence.
Dr. Nelson recommends that the men should be made to la-
bour upon the roads or streets, and
purpose as their work could be turned to, The Common
Council of the city should he authorizsd {o make the neces-
sary bye-laws, and appoint the hecessary cllicers to carry
the proposition into effect.”

Very good; we cannct he the opponents of sanitary and

social reforms providing they he hased on sound principles s

but in the matter of vagrancy and crime, ali experience
goes to show that they cannot be diminished by Alms-houses
and Houses of Refuge. The poor we have always with ns,
and for these provision shou!d be made,  We have many in
all our large towns who claim our sympathy and our support.
Their poverty is not their fault. But we have multitudes
whose poverty and destitution are ciiminal, because produ-
ced by sinful habits and vicious indulgence,  Assume that
we may and ocugit to bnild houzes of refugze for vagrant
children, but ought we at the same time to build distilleries
and license grog-shops, ani thereby secure the multiplication
of drunken parents who negleet their children and throw
them on the public for support. . We think not. 1In this
country honest industry will find work and wages. There
is room for all—thore ought to be land for tho lapndless for
we have vast tracls of uncultivate( territory.  We have
hundreds of miles of Rail Road in course of brilding.  Oar
resources of national strength and advancement are unhound-
ed.  One unmitigated evil is in the midst of us.  [tisnot
the want of Houses of Industry and Refuge. 1t istie liqaor
traflic.  This is the curse of our country—the gangrene of
our indusiry—the poison of our schools—the ruin of en
churches. By it our vagrants are made. Put an end to that
baneful husiness Ly the power of the Maine Law. Wisele-
gislation will nat wholly arrest poverly, orsickness, orciime,
but it will do much to mitigate unavoidahle physical evils.
It will prevent inuch of crime and destitution.  But let all
men be well persuaded, that while the avil tree of intemper-
ance is alive at the roots, iriigated by the sticams of viciovs
legislation, its branches will spread widely and awlully.
Trim it if you willy pick up its stiay leaves, wud pile ite
branches in Houses of Refage, butstill it grows, and your
work of trimming, and picking, and piling continses until
doomsday. Had we not better kil that tree 7 How 7 By
the Maine Law.  What say you gentle Reader?

pertiaps this is as good a

. Toronto—Its Morals and ayor. din

Toronto is no mean city. Time was when it ubnundf |
mud, and, on a wet day in the fall of the year, was d'S"_'ah f
enough. Our recollections of those days are fragrant wit
miasmatic perfumes, when pavements were scarce, ant
| swampish cavities abundant, King Street and Yonge stree‘?
jand many other streets are noi what they once were. Tor
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‘onlo 15 1o mean cily. It is, however, lo be regrefted, i !
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advancing civilization and commercial improvement have‘
{brought with them altendant evils of great maﬂ"it""]f"
! Thiee Lundred grog-shops and mote, are just so many no#s”
1 ances—nothing better, and they have produced a large Pr%°
[ portion of the crime and misery which trouble the citizen®
I Many of these have long felt ‘wherein their chief ;zriPV”"ci
| lay,and a numerously signed memorial to the worthy Mayo:
i Bowes, led to the holding of a large public meeting in st |
fLawrencr: Hall, at which the Mayor presided, The N”f'
tdmerican gives a good report of the neeting. The Chris/io? ;
| Guardian has a readable atticle on the subject, and othe’:
'pavers favor the temperance aspect of the movement. we.
' do not believe that Toronto is woise than other places of the
fsame dimensions in British America, but a great num”
ber of its eitizens are alive to their painful position in refer”
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rence to the liquor busiaess, and are resolved on measures f
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tha mitigation or entire semoval of that curse. The folloW" |
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iing resolution passed the meeting, with an amendment

. . \ . v
} include a committee cf peisons to act with the Corporation

. - L . . he
| Resolved,—That itis the apinion of this weeling that the

i Corparation should at cnee tahe the necessary steps fo €0

P N . N Y B r
lect statistical inform tion a3 (o the cff cis which the Lique [

ratlic kas had upon the meralite, health, property, and ”t';
jlerests generally of tae citizens of Toronto, with a view
determine the propriety of rontinuing to legalize said trafli®
[and that this statistical intormation <o cnllected bo reporte
by a deputation of the Corporation to a public meeting of t S
citizens of Toionto, to be hieldin ihe St Lawrenee Hall, an€
realled by the Mayor of the city, on orabout the lsi day ©
LApril nestensuing.,

| ‘The speech of the Mayor contained many valuahle SUE”
_gestions, and many important facts. Considering them 88
reminently useful, we place them on record,

i .
rsaid t—

“Afew evenings 320,y a petition fiem five or six persofd

; . . . 0
“who are incarcerated in the County Juily was pxese:xted‘

“the Corparation, praving the Corporation not only to suppf‘-’f‘i
-taverns in the city, but to use its infuence for the .cnpp_l‘f’s’r
fon of distilieries aliogather, and it possible to prevent l!f]‘“qs
being sold under any circumstances except for medicine. 1'“e
‘ petition was sivned by men who have a practical knowled¢

of the efli-cts of intemperance on themselves and on their 8 !

milies5 and if the Committee is appointed and required proo
tof the inflaence of the traflic, here is proof of the necq‘ﬁ"y
.of the eitizens generally trying in as far as in them lies ‘:
stay the evil effects of intemperance, (Great applause.) fhn
Vinspeetors of licenses have this in a moasare in their 0%
‘power. - He thought that some of them were present ; “‘F%
wouid be 2hle tosay what steps they haive taken to less®
“the evils of the systein 3 at leact he hop=d thsy would com®
forward and defend themsalyes,
"know and feel the influence that

He had no objections to the meeting reflecting upon the C"'{'
poration, until they wet them to do their daty in this ma“et;
; The movement was not only for the beuetit of the tempera
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His Worship

the allegations made, f;;
the citizens will bring 10
bear apon them uuless they faithfally disciiaage their duty- .




