@he Ganadian Journal.
CPTORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1835,

Address of the President of the Canadian Institute.
Deriverep Janvany i, 1850.

Messrs. Viee-Prosidents and Centlmen of the Canndiun
Lnstitute —eannot but regard it as a compliment that you haye
placed me a second tane in the oflice of President, though |
confess 1 had difficulty tn persuading waselt that 1 ought not
perémptorily tu decline it, tor reasous which | stated on the last
similar oceasion, and which T ueed not now repeat.

It was my expectation, and (it T may take the liberty of
saying 1t) my hope that you would have found it possible this
year to nominate u gentleman to preside vrver your proceedings,
who, having some letsuie time at his connnand, which T have
not, would pussess the further qualitication, which I equally
want, of being able, frum his previous pursaits, to apply his
leisure nsefully in aiding yous exertions for the promotion of
seience.  That yon have not found it comvenient to 1elicve me
has avizen, I suppase, from some impediment not yet explained
but let me take the lborty of inthmting that, whenever the
time shadl come (and T think it cannnt be distant), when you
can make a more satisfactory arrangement, you need not atlow
yourselves to be embarmssed, in making the change, by any
seruples as regards myself, for that woulld, 1 assure you, be an
obstacle altogether tmaginary.

In the mean time, you will allow me to bring before you a
few considerations which huve oceurred to me respecting the
condition and prospects of the Assodiation.

The last annuad report, read at a late meeting by the Scere-
tary, gave a favourable view of the state of the Canadian Insti-
tate, both in rezard to the inereasing number of its members,
and the condition of its finances.

Lt appears that in the last two years the number of wewmbers
has increased from 112 to 333, of which 135 joined in the
year 1853, and 86 in the last year.

This is certainly a very encomaging progress; and it seems
not too much to say that the number of” members thus early
attained, is such as to afford a rezsonable assurance of the cth-
cieney andstability of the Institution. and to give good ground
of hope that, by an united exertion, its affairs may soon be
placed in a condition that will afferd to its more active members
additional facilities, and enable the As<ociation to attract to
iteelf more general countenance and support.

Of course, whatever hopes may b2 indulzed of ~ood to
be accomplished, and the reputation to be acquir by the

Canadian Institute, the extent to which such hopes can be
realized must wholiy depend upon the talent and knowledge to
be found among its mewbers, and the use which they may be
able and willing to make of them in promeoting the interests of
seience.  The inducements to voluntary exertion in so honor-
able a cause, ave the same here that exist in other countries,
and the field for exertion is neither more limited nor less inter-
esting.  There are, indeed, in Canada, at the present time,
some peeuliar indueements to the proseention of scientific in-
quirics, which need not be puinted out.

No expense is grudged, and no laboyur spared. in enltivating
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the minds of the youth of the Provinee of all ranks, and such
ate the efforts which are being made to this end, that it doey
not appear extravagant to say that we may expeet, in a few
Aears, o find owselves living among a people, who, to speak
of them in the mass, will be as able as any other that can be
named, either ancient or modern, to comprehend the nature
and value of discoveries that wmay be made in the arts and sci-
enees, and to adopt and improve upon such suggestions as may
be thrown vut by men of superior genius and attainments.

It the system of Common School education which pervades
ail parts of Upper Canada, shall continue to be maintained in
full efliciency, which there is no reason to doubt, the number
of those wha can enter with pleassure and profit into discus-
sinns upon subjects of seience will be fnmensely increased; and
those whose generous aim it may be to enlighten and improve
others by communicating freely the results of their own re-
searches and experiments, will find abundance of hearers and
readers able to understand and reason upon their theories.

There is good ground, too, for the expectation that, with
the advantage of the publie libraries, sclected as they are with
care and judwent, which are being formed within the several
connties, and even within cach school section, a spirit of inquiry
will be fastered, and an ambition excited to be distinguished in
~dientific pursuits, which we may hope wili in time add largely
to the number and variety of interesting contributions to the
Institute

It is & most gratifying circumstance that the Legislature, at
the sugwestion of the Government, has, within a few weeks,
added to its usuad grant of £250 fur the general purposes of the
Ascociation, a further sum of five hundred pounds expressly
towards providing a huilding for its accommodation.  This
generous act of encowragement is of great importance, because
1t seems to insure the carly accorplishment of the object which
it is intended to assist, and it denotes a confidence in the pro-
ceedings of the Assoctation, as well as an interest in its success,
which cannot fail to supply additional motives to exertion. It
aives, also, good ground fur hope that as time advances, and as
the benefits which may be derived from this Assaciation become
more and more developed, the Legislature will not be found
wanting on their part in affording such further aid as may
seem neees<ary, provided they find that their grants have been
judiciously applied, and have been made the means of confer-
ving a corre~ponding henefit upon the community.

The grant which 1 have mentioned will be found sufficient,
it may be hoped, to enable the Socicty to proceed in erecting a
building without deluy, especially as no part of it will be re-
cuired to be expended in purchasing a site—a charge from
which the Tustitute will bappily be relieved by the gencrous
liberality of the late Secretary. It durability, convenience,
and neatness of design be principally consulted in the style ot
building, without sacrifices being made to architectural orna-
ment, to which our funds will be unequal, the Association
need not, I hope, be long without enjoying a home of its own ;
not oue hy any means adequate to what we may venture to
suppose its purposes will in the course of time reqaire, but one
in most respeets better than the temporary home, which, by
the kinduess of the Government, we are at this moment oceu-

ying.

"1t will be no difficult mattey, I suppose, with the assistance
which the professional knowledge and good taste of many of our
members will supply, to devise a plan of such a building as will
admit of extension, from time to time, by additions which will
be in harmony with the main design.  The first step will natu-



