
TIIEOLOGICAL EDUCATION.

liberty, not -%vithout diffidence, to state what scerns to me advisable.
UpIoni the -%'hole, thien, 1 think the wisest course would be to enaet that
bellore procceding to the study of Diviinity, a rcgîîlar University
course, in the Faculty of Arts, including IIebriv, shiould be takzen,
and the degrce of' B.A. obtained. TJ.'is would imply some sacrifice,
but thiere is a price which absoluttely inust be paid. It ivili, every
day be more and more impractiable in this country, for flue clîurch
to be niaintained and cxtended, unless its miuisters; be possessed, and
be understood to be -nossessed, of a good education. It wilI be
only ini the backwoods, and places adjacent thereto, that an unedu-
cated minuster %vill l)e able to take, and to keep, a position of respecta-
bility and efficicncy. No'v, it is not in the nature of things that; an
ordinary niax can obtain an education th-at wvil1 stand the test, witlîout
a Iengtliened and laborious c-ourse. Surelv it ivould bc a benefit to,
thie chnurch that its mnisters were eininently qualified, though the num-
ber cducated hiere were somewvhat reditccd, aud part of the supply, for a
tume, obtained, as herc-tot'ore, fromn Seotland. It would îîe a -Vast
advî'ant«ie, also, to ministers theniselves tliat thcy %vere thoronghily
prePared l'or their work, thiongh thiey wcrc a ycar or two later in
entering, on it, rather thian that enterinng early, they should, ail their
lives, draggle along, despised or pitied by thieir hearers, and, nnless
%vcak and eoinceitedi, really rcproachied and condemned by theinselves.

A ftill course in Arts, luowever, requires four sessions, a.nd how long
a course iii Thecology is to coi-ne after that? I %Yoiild saýy, let the The-
olo(rical course consist of' two sessions. To this proba>ly inany ivili
dcinurii, axai contend for a longer period. Let me just offer a fewv
ivords of explanation. First ofl'al, 1 arn unabie to compare the seheine
I venture to prop)ose îvith the systeni nt present pursued ini Inox
Collcge, as 1 do îlot knw its regnilations, further than that the course
of Tlîeology enibraces thrc animal Sessions. But, if the students
there enter on rTli 1e 0 îgy less perfectly educated thian 1 wouid require,
and espeeially if, iii addition to this, they partiy pursue thecir studies
in literatture and phiiosophy af'ter coniiinenciing Divinity, thien I think
two sessions wholly devotedl to the latter, aftcr a fulil preparatory course
lias beeuu takeni, ivonld be about as g ,ood as three in tic othier circuni-
stances. Passingr this, however, I can with greater confidence institute
a coniuparison betwcen thc slehene I have suggested, andthiose followed
in thecTi. P. chiurchi, nt homne and ii Canada. In Scotiand five
anal se.ssions, of' cighit wceks cachi, arc required, that is, f'orty %vcks
in al]. Tw'io wintcr sessions hiere %vould occupy uc ogrtue
Ia Canada. wc have four wintcr sessions, but attendance is requircd
,ouîh one lio-ur a daýy. the timie of the studexits bcing chiefiy occupied
%vith branclics which it is proposcd should now be mnade 1 )rcparatorýy;
and ccriaiinly it would be quite au casy' thing- to do a inuclu greater
zunîounut of work durin- two sessions, Llinu is donc in our Hlall during
four. But it ivili be said, la reffly, thiat fitness for thie îiniistry is
acrjnired not uniereiy during. the %veeks, or nonths, of' atteadance rit
the 11all, but also duiriug-- the long- intervals-that the pensoal Continues


