
18 THE MARITIME PRESBYTEIAN.

LOSLNG SUNDAY.
A notod French sceptic once said,

"lchristianity is dcad; it lias bast its Sun-
(liy."P

Chiristianity ii3 net; deaci. Is it in danger
of losin g its Sunday? Tvo prmons from.
ividoly diffcrent walks in life have lately
expreseed te ine grave feais8 of tise danger,
iiiid 8trangely enougi they %truck the
samo note of alarni. One w~as a lawvyor of
h4rge practice, whio knew wvbereof lie
affirined.

He said: - 'I think oue of thc ,reatest
dangers threatenixig us as a nation is tise
growving disregard of the Sabbath day by
profesaiug Chnistians." Hc spoke parti-
cuiarly of their going about for ploasaure
and visiting.

The other ivas a plain oid woinan who
lived on a farin eut aniong the lis. Slie
lainented the great increase of late in
Suifflay ýiiting ini tIse neighbourhood
%Obere sIc lived; sayisîg that on alinoat
every Sablatîs sIc sawv fansilies driviisg
along tIc read on tbeir ivay to a neigli-
bour's to spend the day and to have what
se cailed a "bigr dinnier."

Irlere is thie daniger not often alluded te
in the pulpit or by the press. We are
alanmed at tIc flagrant violation of the
Sabbath day by railroad corporations; by
clubs %v'iose miil>ers take that day. for
g1ansies and excuraions; andby, salooi-ýkeep-
e-rs and otîsers Nvho have no egcard fer
God'a lav. But it %vofld lie well for us
te reninbcr that the first day of the week
is the Lord's day and is in an especial
inaniser in the keeping ('f tIse Lord's
peouple.

If the day sits lonsely on those who
profess and cail thensselves Chnistians it
ouglit not te surprise us if men cf the
world do not keep it holy.

A gOod mns, wlso had been accustonsed
tu tsa% el six miles to church rogularly
cvery Sn" 7.y, said one day te hie pastor
that it ivas a long distance for hiua te go.
Thc pastor replied, "Coneider, sny friend,
thatevery tine you gro te churcî yen preadli
a sermon six miles long*"

Weuld it net lie well for professing
Cliristians, wiso ride ont for pleasure on
Sutiday or make it a day for visiting, te
consider that they are preadhing serinoiis
ail aleîîg thc road against the sanet.ity cf
tIc Sabbathl

A distinguishied jurist in this State once
said:- 1 Sund1a;y, as ubseri cd biy the Eng-

lish-speakin races, teaches in ftho stroofb
as well as in the cîjurcli."

ChrisLians allould tike heed lhew thoy
tcacl in the street on the Sabbnth day.
The.hetten are keen observera. A lady
niissionary in a foreigui field says that
wheli sho passes along the streets of the
city on lier way to Sunday-school the peo-
p le say, "It nîust be Sintday, liero cornes.

Mcm."
She wvas going about lier Father's bUsi-

ness on bis Sabbath day and was preaching
the lesson of its, proper observanco al
along the -way. If Christians evorywhere
wvould refrain froin doing their own pleas-
ure on the Sabbath the day Nwould indeed
lie "a Doliclit, the EIoIy of the Lord,
Honorable.p"-Ný!. Y. Observer.

OARRYING BELL TO TUE IIEA'-
THEN.

A Gernman paper illustrates the sort of
civilization 'vhichi Gxeriînaty is introducing"
iiito Af rien by pointii:g to the faet tlmt
sitîce taking possession of the Camuerocun
country on the wvest coat, (-4erinaiiy bas
sont there 1,524,028 litres of runi, 37,800ý
botties of gin, 1,588 old inuskets, 1,000ý
cartridges, and 56,039kilogranis of tobacco.
As an offset~ te the pernicious influence of-
these things th( Fatherland bas aise, sentas.
few raissionaries to take the place of the
Englisîs Baptist missionaries wvhose pres-
ence in the districtiwps flot wanted. The
colonization of heàthen lanids by Chris-
tman nations oughit te, be a ineans of ext.end-
ing tise blebsings oZ the Gospel of Christ.

The first- resuit, however, is usually te.
degradeand isot toelevate thepoorheathes.
Inferior races always learn tIse vices more
readily than the virtues of superior
races, and the trader in his keen thirst for
cdd keepa even pace with. the niissienary
iii his love for souls. The traders have
the World, the Flesh, and the Devii al.
on their side, and they very soon outnum-
ber the missionaries a hundred to one.

Gerniaiîy bas unfortunately ne inonopoly
of this lad work. France and Britain are
about as lad, and if Arnerica shows to arsy
better advantage in the proportion of
missionaries te spirite wvhich aIe senda t>
iseathen lands, it -probably becauise our
nat. na' policy does not promote foreign
conusi.occc, and our manufacturera oef
whiskey, tobacco, and arn1 s have not blhere-
fore as gooid facilities for 1 u-3hing business
at a disbtance au Europuan mianufacturera-


