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band of very wicked men which cansed
his ruin.  You know when wo choose
bad compenions we voon learn their evil
practices.  This young man of whom we
are telling you did o, and soon becano
the mort wicked of the whole company.
Three years ago he married a young girl
seventeen years of age, whom he after-
ward treated very badly. So cruel and
sovern did ho hecome with hor that she
was at last afraid to live with him. Af-
ter performing several very wicked acts,
he was at length Lrought before a court
of justice and sentenced to jail for some
time. When his term of imprisonment
was over he was allowed to go frec and
went to his bouse. So badly had he
treated his wife that she did not wish to
sce him, and begged him to go away. He
did go away, but scon came back again.
And what do you think he did? Imme-
diotely he shot her. At once she died
and left behind her two small children,
And now he has gone to meet God, to an-
swer for the foul and cruel deed of mur-
dering his wife, whom he had sworn to
love and cheriah,

Do you not think thissad story de-
gerves to be more than read and noticed.
Should it not make a very deep impres-
sion upon our minds. The career of this
ﬂ)ung man and his fateis a warning.

ow much depends on our present train-
ing for ourlfuture prospects. And per-
heps nothing can be named that mqulds
our future so much as our companions.

As iron sharpeneth iron, so a man
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.
Good men’s graces are sharpened as they
converse with those that are good. Bad

men as they meet with the wicked their’

lusts and passions are excited.

Bewave my dear friends of evil associ-
ates. Be very choioe in your conpanions.
If you have not been heretofore, com-
mence the New year by making a wise
choice. Ohhow many like the young man
we have been telling you of have been
ruined because they did not heed the ad-
vice of parents and others. Evil com-
munications corrupt good manners. By
nature we are corrupt, and if we by our
own conduct deepen that corruption, bow
very evil we become.

D.

“I AM HOLDING ON TO GOD.”

A Red Indian “was 8ying, Hia name
was Samuel Papanckis, of Norway House
Hudson’s Bay, Thers ke lay on the floor
on & rabbit robe, in onecorner of hislittle

home. He was filled with tho highest
joy at the prospect of going to be with
the Lord Jesus, Stooping ovee him the
missionary said, **Samuel, you are iq t!go
voalley of the shadow of death; how is it
with you?” He reached up his hand, and
as though grasping something firmly,
said, “I am holding on to God; he is my
allof peace, and joy and I ppiness.” then
hia spirit passed into the presonco of thas
Saviour whom he had loved so well.

HOW TO DO GOOD.

Sidney Smith cut the following from a
newspaper and preserved it for himself :

“When you rige in the morning from
the resolution to make the day a bap}{y
one to some fellow-creature. It is easily
done—a left off garment to the man who
needs it, & kind word to the sorrowful,an
encouraging expression to the starving—
trifles in themselves light as air —will do
it at least twenty four hours, And if you
are young depend upon it, it will telilwhen
you are old ; and if you are old, rest as-
sured it will send you gently and ha.ppx?ly
down the stream of time to ete.nity. 1f
you send one person, only one, happily
through each day, that is 365 in course of”
the year. If you live only forty years
after you commence that course of medi-
cine, you have made 14,609 beings happy,
at all evente, for a time.

TEMPERANCE.

A carpenter asked a gentleman to si

8 petition for a license to sell drink.
‘‘Why not stick to your plane and saw 2"
¢ The public house pays better, pir.”
« But you will help men to become

runkards, prehapsfive every year. if you
get this license.” ‘“Well, Inever thought
of that, but it is likely.” “If you sell
drink for ten yeard, fifty men may be- .
come drunkards through you.” Tho cax-
penter tore up his petition and went back
to his useful and honest work,

THE MISSIONARY PENNY.

The Rev. Walter W. Bagster, a miss-
ionary of the Americar Board of Forei
Missions, died in Southwest Africo in
1882. His mother early tanght him his
obligations to Christ. He said that_the
followingincident was among the earliest
recollections of his childhood :

My mother one evening gave me two
pennies, suggesting that it would be well
to give one of them t~ the Lord. Tothis



