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Manitoba Xisheries,

{t has been announced from Ottawa
that the Domin‘on government  has
decided to proluibit the cxportation
of fish caught in the Manitoba lakes,
with the exception of Lake Winnipeg.
This Goid not scem to ke a reasonable
proposition, when given a little in-
vestigaton. Lakes Manitoba and
Winnipegosis are quite Inrge Lodies of
water, and under reasonuble restric-
tion, there should be no more danger

of depleting these  lakes  than
thero  would Le of  depleting
tho  larger lake {Winunipeg. The
proper  plan would  secem WO

te, to restrict fishing to a reason.
able extent in all the laKes, and not
practically prohibit 1% in some. It is
very unfalr to tho fisihermen of these
lakes to have their busmness _taken
away from them In this way. The
Jurge Manitobn f'siiug mosopoly oper-
atee oniy on Lake Winmpeg, and tlis
Jarge concern is not nterferad with.
On_ the other hand, small resident
fishermen, who make & hving at the
busimess, operate on the other lakes.
The effect of the new order will be to
throw these people out of employ-
ment, while leaving the large com-
pany wlicl operates on Lake Winni-
peg. to control the market alone.
Tie loca! demand for fish is very
emall, and will not give the smatler
jake fishermen much business, even if
thicy were to e frced I\jom competition
with Lake Whunipeg fish.  The pro-
pibition of export from the smaller
lakes wils practically shut these lakes
up completely. Amother featuro of
Wio case 18, that any fish caught in
the smaller lakes must be sold for
the loca) market, as they cannot he
exported. It 18 2 aweli known_ fact
that tho Lako Maniloba aund Winni.
pegosis fish aro not as good quality
as tho Lake Winnipeg article. Thus
the people of Manitova will be sup-
pliot witk these fish of poorer qual-
ity, while the finc Lake Winnipeg
fielh will bo shipped away to the
states. Altogather tite proposal scems
\ery upfaic  aud unreasonable. If
greater restrictlon is necessary  to
prevent the depletion of our lakes let
a commencement be made by restriet-
ing tho largo fisning monopoly, and
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not of depriving the working fisher-
men of a lvelihood, and at the same
time destroyipg the iittle Investment
they lave in fishing plant. It Jooks
ag though tlus latest order will in-
CYeaso tﬁ\o fithiug monopoly Iln tho
province of Manitoba, though it
Is true this company buys fish taken
by the fishermen on the smaller lnkes.
A large quantlty of pike and plckerel
are taken In the smaller lakes, the
export of which should not bo inter-
fered with.

~—o

Inspection of Apples.

The Winnlpeg Fruit and Produce
exchange 18 making an effort to secure
the lnspection of apples shipped from
Eastern Canada to this and other
westorn points.  With this object In
view negotintlons have Tbeen opened
with the Dominlon government, If tho
exchange ean succeed in this under-
taking, it wili be & great advantage
to bandlers of frult throughout the
West. It is a well known fact to
those famillar with the trade, that
there was an enormous loss on apples
1ast fall and winter. Every one who
handled apples to any extent lost
morney thereby. Thig was largely
owmg to the poor quallty of apples
shipped here. Some of the castern
shippers scem to think that anything
1 good enough for this markes, when
the fach is that In the fruit line at
teust, the yery best required.
Freight and cost of handling, which is
2 large portion of the cost dof [ruits
lmid down hore, is as great on poor
stulf as on tlhe best qualities. ‘The
best keeplug sound and cholce fruit is
what fs wanted here, and profitable
svl> can only be secured for this class.
The people are willing to pay for a
good artlele, while inferior stuff must
mvariably be sacriliced.

The Dominion government hasg con.
sidered the {uspection of {rults for ex.
port, with a view Lo sccuring - profit.
oble market anbroad for Cauadian
fruits. We insist that Canadian {ruit
growere can fimd a more profitable
market at home, right here in the
West, than they can sccure across the
Atlantic.  Eastern fruit growers and
&hippers, speaking generally, have not
yet solved the question of placing thelr
products on this market in good con.
ditlon. There is a market here. Let
tkem  cultivate this before looking
across the occan. It is just as nceces.
sary that frait should be subject to
fuspection for this market, as it Ig to
iuspeet frult designed for Europe. We
8ay a better market exists here than
can be found across the water. It
s therefore tn the Ilnterest of tie
frult industry of the East that every
patus should bu taken to cultivate this
home market.

New Mercantile Agency.
Thoe Mutual Mercantile Agoncy of
‘anada, Limited, has just issued its
prospecetus setting forth the leading

featurcs of this promising concern and
soliciting subscriptions for a limited
amaouunt of preferred stock. The com.
pany is organized under a Dominion
charter with an authorized capital of
$106,000." Its president is Henry
Miles, & well-known Montreal business
man: vice-president, . 0. McCulloch,
of tho Goldio & McCulloch Co., Galt,
Out.; sceretary-treasurer, A. E. Osler,
of A. L. Osler & Co., financial brokers,
Toronto, and diroctors, J. E. E. Dick.
son and A. C. Matthews, Aontreal.
Offices have been opened at Montreal,
Torouto and Winuipeg. That at Win.
nipeg Is in ehargo of J. A. Green, who
way for many years managor hero

hiere,
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for tho Brudstreots Compauny. Nego-
tintlons are now poending for oflfices
in Yictoria and Vancouvor and in the
Maritime provinces. The Mutual Mor-
cantile Agency has beon formed for
the purpwso of improving the char.
acter of tho credit tuformation upou
which tho busluess transactions in this
country aro based. Ierctofore there
has bveen no distinctly Canadian couv.
cern furnishing information of this
xind and the existing agencles which
are owied by United States propriet.
ors are andorstood to have
made very Jarge profits  oug
of their Canadinn business. The coin.
pany will endeavor to greatly improve
tlie character of the servico rendercd
both as regards reporting subscrib-
ors customers aund rating all persons
doing business within tho Dominion.

Loan Companies Amalgamate.

The announcement wes made on Sat.
urday last of the completion of ar-
rangements for the amalgamation of

The Western Canada, Capada Per:
mauent, Freehold and the London and
Ontarto Loan and Savings Companigs.
Mcetings of the shareholders vl each
company were held in Toronto on Iri.
day, whereat the agreement was fin.
oMy ratified.  The new concesn will
be known as The Canada Permanent
and Western Canada Mortgage Cor.
poration, Itg executive officers will
e George Gooderham, presideat; J.
Herbert Mason, first vice.president
ond chairman of cxecutive committee,
and W. JI. Deatty, second vice.prest.
dent. Walter S. Lee, formerly wman.
zgmg-director of the Western Canada
Loan and Savings Company, is the gen.
cral manager of ‘the new corporation.
The new board of directors vontaing
some of the strongest financial and
administrative names in Canada. W,
AL Fisher has been appointed wman.
ager of the new company for Mani.
toba and the Territories. His head.
quarters will be in Winnipeg. ‘Che
corporation will also have the benefit
m Manitoba and the Territories of the
experienced luspectors, valuators nnd
appraisers of the four companies, un.
der the supervision of Colin  Fraser,
chief luspector. ‘The capital stock
will be $22,500,000, about 1.3 of which
wiil be invested in the west., The
company will operate all the territory
heretofore covered by the four separate
concerns and will perpetuate In every
way the progressive policies which ac.
tuated them. Its business will extend
from the Atlantic to the Pacific coasts.

Geo. T. R. Tarrts, who has beea for
many years the general agent of the
Canada Permanent Loan and Savings
Company for Manitoba and the North.
west Territories, goes to Toronto as
asslstant mavager of the Toronto of-
[ice of the new coiporation, where s
Intimate knowledge of the territory ex.
tending from Rat Portage in tho cast
to Calgary and Edmonton in the west,
will bo of great service.

John: Russell, maunager of the Iree-
holu Toan ana Savings Co. here, is
leaving the service of the company,
and will return to the practico of law
which he gave up some years ago to
assume the management of the Free.
hold Company. It 18 satisfactory to
krow that Mr, Russcll romalng in Win.
nipeg, as his business ability and kindly
disposition bave made him popalar
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The fight between the Cigar Manu
facturers’ assoclation an.g the strik.
ing and locked out clgarmakers at
Montroul, was deciared off late on
Wednesday. e e




