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MUNICIPAL DIISDIANAGE-
MIENT.

Il niaide reference recently to the
u ylu wvlaich miunicipal aceounts

arr.keptlu aly, rural districts, and
ti e -.f go'tvrnnaeit BWupcribao of

tht- atun >. TJIti la not thle oniv com-
11z1llit Ivlaleh cau be justly wude as
o>i thal. maniagement of mftlty 2mu1n1c1.
lu.liti,; Iii s.ao M~anitoba mnunicipal!.
îipç tilit-ii a the iabor and mionoy ex-
petideil lit so ca.Iied publie I=rnpovc.
ieoits b practically wnsted. It la
wiîly iii ressary 1.0 drive tltroughi 6m
of tiiese iunielpalltlOS to dIscern isl
fact, anda tie drive need not lie vcry
frar f ri.ni W% 'nipcg either. Winnipeg
is surraaîaded by the oldest munlelixil-
ities lit the province, yet practlcaiiY

golaihas been done In tihese muni-
ipltror 91, loast In ainO Of

thvai. tr.wards carrylng aut officient
piel inprovcmczats. ca.r alter y7ear
fur a quarter of a cenItury or tliere-
albuts% for instance, the residente or

theo uakL)alteshave been going
-ti<iig .!u<jixa certain ainount of work
lit ti. foam of s4atute labor on titeir
ro.iol,, yet liore la not IL single mile or

prabrimid In these dip.trlets. Thre
iraih r4,igda. lezidhg into tîte elty are
lractivraiiv impassable in %vat wveath-
or. Dkirl;r Iprolonged perlods OS wet
v e.itlrr sk-i h ai, ias experlenced last
[-aIl, Lt wwus ~nply out of the question
tu thiini of moving a lmnd Of any ma-

terts i over tiiosc ronds. It was a day's
Nvork, anîd a vcry dIaatgreet4bIe iaty's
work [kt tlutt, to trave! aL rcw miles
vitll (111 ernpty velilie. TUte farmers

l'adç simply te shut tlîom6elves ni> 011
tiaotr (armai for ivoks ai1t a tiirue.

Thre need of good country roads te oane
of theo maobt importa'nt probielans In
Mantolza to.day. Tl,(, loss ln enforced
Idienesar andi lu woa.r and taar o! liorse-

flesli and vehicîca, on account of biul
ronds, Must bo something enormeous. It
wvould appear .that the goverrament
Miglit aise do good work In ti dirc.
tioxa, by establislhlng a go'od ronds' de.
înrrtzment andi cmploylxtg experts la
road building, for tire benefl.t o! the
iriublllJtieýs In Ontari.o sonte.
thing o! this nature lias
boonl undcrtn.ken by the provin.
clal goverrnmeat. More thua-i half tlie
ivork, doue on the country roails la
wilstedL Ç.brugi Inuit o knowledge o!
thre rudiments of rond building. The
autiquated statuto labor system Is an-
other hindranco to sciring gool re-
suits lu rond inaking. If the logisia.
ture wouid abolish statuto lO.bor cen-
tirely It would be an ecellâit start
toward establishing more likciy condi-
tonai for oecurlng good work .l the
îîtunicipalitles Thre progressive mauni-
cipalitico lu Ontarlo have dlscontinued
thre litatute labor systcm. Ulffectlvo
work cean neyer bc done under this
plan.

If these olti Manitoba munIcipailtes
hadti ouFtruetod one mile of gooti road
eacàh ycar, they would by titiis timz>
have ]lad a, considerable mileage of
passable rondr,. As it Is, there lat ne-
t1ting te show for tite labor anti ex-
pedilture. lu elle nîuntlclp)aiity adjoin-
ing tire city the people are wa.sting
tlrir money on the vicions princiffle of
givitr: ci bonus te a miii, whitel is
abolit as much needod 4w is at extr-
wîvlai for the wagons o! tite larmers,
wvhie the residents go wvailowlug
t.itrough the inut the saime as tlaey
dld twenty-Sive years ago. A good
rond leading lato the city througa
tire iluicipality, wouid be of more
practical value te thre reSidents, andi
wvouid de' more t.0 improyvo thre value
of their propcrty titan a score of
ilttie f lour mille, sucir as tîte one
tirey are givlng their moncy for.

Wlth lacit of business capaclty andi
lacit of practical knoivledge us thc
leadLng e.barcteristicýs of rural muni-
cipal management lu too many dis-
tricts, there seemar to Wo very lîttie
to hope for lui tire %vty of rond or
othar public imî>rovement in suuw dis-
tricts. Lt would seetu wortli wltile
ccansiderlng the advlsality of origin-
ating soute plait whereby thre provin-
cial government could take charge to
soute extent at leasui Of tho work of
rond building lu thre rural districts.
Thiere are probably too mauly small
muunicipalities la somo parts of the
province toi laver goot work la road

building. Many O! the ronds should
continue tirrougi t.îvu or more muni-.
elPailes. TIre q'ucstion o! gavera-
muent action or central of rond bulici-
Inr ln thre iunilelpalities lit of course
a% difUicult ruattor to doal ivitir, but
It surely scemai higli tinta tat lome-
tlting ivere donc lookiîug; to an lut-
Provemuent o! thre tltuation as re-
garda country ronde lu Manitoba.

TRIADING STAMP1S.'
Tu thre Eclitor of Tiro Oomrnorcinl.

1 argree 1-vltl the principlo o! your
article o! Aprti 1, regarding stamnps.
Tlle ;atcernet that tire b>ene-
fit front cash business dhlould ho dILvld-
et] entIrely bctivueu thre morehltaut nt
bis custouxler sisa riglit in pritieiple,
but uit thec sanrO tiurn ther8 la a great
conveilenco !u using the trading
staznPs. A. niorchant canuiot im itI
eonveulent ta allaw a cash discount
oit every small cash purcîtase of tet
or twenty cents. It would <auly )0 a
nuisanice te tire Catomoer and muer-
citant ai ýe to g1VO a cash diseount
of a cenit Or s) o11 aecry armai) sale.
In titis wUY the trading stamps comte

lu as a very conivonieut %way o! giv-
ing tihe discount.

Yours tp.
CITY GIt"OCEit.

NOCTE-TheO answver te City Gxocer
la vors simple. E;very urerchant can
bavo latu owxa Statmp Or coupon. Tiiore
L9 notiting te hinder the mereltant
front givJng a c.heck wbich, Ivili rolp-
re9en't the Cash diseount. WV1aen the
customer aceumulates a certain ilum-
ber o! thiese checkts, say to the anrount
04' $1, thes coudiei hoPrcsanted and
re lecîtîrd lu cadh or litsi cqlui'aient
i11 gfoods. lu tins waUY tue custolaner
Nvould ire etducated as to tI1e 1,enells
of buyirrg for cash. Hoe %vuki get lais
das'count 11) cash instoad of in somne
article whicb lie asiglît not htave auy
uýse for. flesides, thia ôY&teM liera pro-
posEio WOUId bc aL far more business.
like iway of dourg thre tlaing titan
dilxg upirle profit twVlticla beioitgg
ontirely te the-Merchaut, ani la09 eus-
tomner) itj a tîmird Party. At the
saiue tinte Uic merehazxt %vouait ]lave
colitr*ol o! tire cash discounît in lits
owsi Irantis asti coulti fix thre rate It
a»Y~ Percentage whlch hoe nilt col,-
eider advisablo.

It would ho a porfectiy logitimate
wnyý o! do.ng business, for thre mer-
qcbant ta give cash discount chreckts
of lits own, ta bis cash custorsers,
wiviereas tire principle lnvolvet inl tiae
trading stnrnp system doea sot ap-
pC-ar te bo a vcry logîtimate .w;ay o!
doing businseas. Ose objection te tire
traing stamp business ls., that
tiue merechnxt doos sot centrol
tho rate o! discount. !utter
Nvery obîcctomn.bie f euturo ie,
that a Pthira Party corntes between the
Moïnclxpnt. p.Xlt bisi CUEtqner andi


