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CHEESE.

There is no change to report.  Swall lots of
fine taken at from 133c to li¢, and medinm
from 12¢ to 12¢, with stocks very light and
firmiy held,

TORK,

There was a car load of mess sold at $20 and
small lots have gone off' steadily during the
week at $21 to $21.50.

BACON,

Quict but firm. Long clear, in car lots, hela
at 104c and sold in caso lots av lle, with some
old going at 0ic; Cumberland, in case lots, at
10c¢ ; rolls quiet at 11ic to 12¢ ; aud bellies, i
b.. Ml lots, at 1de. ’

nANS,

There is no movement in vound lots reported,
but they could have been obtained at 134c for
smoked, and small lots have sold quictly at Lic.

LARD.

Market firm, and vound lots of tinnets
wanted at 12ic¢ but no sales reported ; sman
lots have sold quictly at about 13c.

APPLES.

No change in the market. Car lots of realiy
choice have contintted in demand at £3.30, bt
none offered ; street receipts are very small and
prices are steady at $3 to $3.75 for good to
choice.

POULTLY,

No box Jots offered ; receipts on the strect
are very small and prices are generally firmer
at 73¢ to 83c for fowl, and 90c to S1 for ducks
per pair ; geese, 90¢ to §1 cach, and turkeys §1
to §1.:35 for hens, and $1.50 to $2 for gobblers

SUNDRIES.

Dried apples are quoted at Sicto $3:; vat
meal, per 136 lbs, $4.10 to $4.20; cornmeal,
$3.40 to §3.50.

———— e

Russian vs. American Petrolenm.

It begins to look as though we will find Rus-
sian petrolecum a formidable competitor in the
Evvopean marketr with the Pennsylvania pro-
duct at no very distant period, or after traus.
portation from the Caucasus has been increased
and cheapened, as it no doubt will be. In the
Baku Province and contiguous territory of Rus.
sia, on the Caspian sca, is a region so rich in
petroleum, so extensive in area, and so cheaply
worked as to make our juterests seem iusignifi-
caut 'in comparison. Thesg ficlds, although
known, and in a small way utilized for overtwo
thousand yearg have only recently been system.
atically developed. Twenty-five years ago the
amount of production was enly about two mil-
lion gallons per annum, but in 1872 the Govern.
ment monopoly, which had long existed was
abolished, and since then the business has made
rapid strides, so that in 1882 the output was
200,000,000 gallons, notwithstanding everything
was done in thenost primitive manner.  Now
more scientific methods have Leen introduced,
dud Russian refined petrolewn is being furnished

2 -ndt only to the markets of that country, but to
those of (ermany, Austria, and Turkey, in
competition with the American product. The
effect upon the trade of this conntry has not
thus far heen appreciable, but the probalility is
that the Russian competition will cre long cut
down our exports of the article. 3 cargo of this
petroleum, recently landed in Hamburg, is re-
presented to have been as tmansparent as water,
with a specific gravity of 0.517 and an Abel
vest of 85. Weused to scont the itdea that India

wheat would ever successfully compete with
Amencan in Earope, because of the advantages
we enjoyed in cheap trausportation and supe-
nor agricultural implements. But these superior
advauntages have been overcome, and India
wheat has to a great extent supplanted Aweri-
can m the European markets, It may be that
Russian petrotewm will similarly supplant the
Ametican artiele in Great Britain, Prance, Ger-
nuny, ete. —N. Y, Shipping List.
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General Notes.

The grain, flonr, and hog products now in
stock in Chicago, including grain afloat, foots
up a valuation just about £32,000,000.

The N. Y. Po«t says :—The stock market was
dull again to.day and under depressung influ-
cnces, through the reduction of freight rates on
the trunk lines, rumors of a possible dissolution
of the North.western Traflic Association, and
tuct the relations of the roads west of the Mis-
souri were as unsatisfactory as ever, prices were
lower.  The veduction of freight rates on the
trunk hnes determimed on, on shipments out of
Chieago alone, is in ratio a reduction of §7,200,-
000 on the year's business.

‘Fur: British labor market, as veported to the
London Labour Newe for the week ended Feb-
ruary 6, continued unsettled.  The miners’ con-
ference at Birmingham prevented an extended
strike and left the decision to the various dis-
trict associations.  Reductions in wages of ivon
miners had caused dissatisfaction, but a few
strikes only had resulted. In the textile trades
the Lancashire weavers' strike continued, with
no signs of termination. At Leicester in one
factory there was a strike. At Nottingham
thete was a slight improvement in the curtain
trade.  In Bradford and Leeds there is no ap-.
pazent change in trade, although it was hoped
the near approach of spring might give an im.
petus o business.

EMERSON.

Robert Hamilton, hardware, is moving into
the premises lately occupied by Walton & Bird.

The contract for vepairing the ice brake of
the old tratlic Inidge has been awarded to Mr.
Robert Balfour, and a gang of men is now act-
ively at work.

Business of all kinds is looking up, owing to
the mild weather we are now enjoying ; build.
ing operations have alrcady comwmenced and
lumber is in very good demand.

Messrs. G. G. Simcox and A. R. Jrwin have
purchased the customs brokerage and forward-
ing business of G. I. R. Harris, and will also
act as agents for the Awmerican Express Co.

As stated in your last issue, it is expected
that the Loop Line connecting LEmerson with
the Pambina Junction of C. P. R. Southwestern
will Le in operation within a week or ten days.

At the last mecting of the Couucil an offer of
83 ceute, act, made by Drummond Bres. for the
amount of the Emersou dchentures £356,000 has
been accepted.  The sale is considered an excel
leut une, and has created a great fecling of
relief aud confidence among the citizens ; inas-
much as a Jarge portion of that amount is to be
paid imacdiately to residents of Eerson, it
cannut fail to have a marked improved cffect
upon husiness.

Great  cousternation is felt in Emerson over
the unexpected suspension of Mr. H. L. Lowis
our Post Master; as far as tho [nets can be
gathered, the Post Master, inorder to provide
for the very necessaries of life, anticipated tihe
salary coming to him at the end of this mouth
to the extent of about £100. Itis not our desire,
at this carly stage of proccedings in this matter,
to condemn or absolve any party or parties con-
nected with it. We cannot help, however, to
express our unlimited sympathy for My, Lewis
and cur gratification at the fact of this senti-
ment being universal here. Mr. Lowis has been
Post Master for the last eight years, and no.
where could he found a more painstaking,
affuble and eflicient gentleman than he proved
to be in the position he occupied. From a small
office the Emerson one became one of no mean
importance, uccessitating the cmployment of
two clerks; with the inerease of business natur.
ally came a large inercase of expense, which
had to be borne principally by the Post Master,
aud for the last two years it has been a known
and acknowledged fuct that the remuneration
was sadly and ridiculously insutlicient. We
understand that amemorial, as well as a largely
signed petition has been forwarded to Ottawa,
and we sincercly hope to soon ¢ee Mr. Lewis at
his post again,

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE,

D. S. McDonall inteads removing his business
to Minnedo:a.

S. R, Marlatt has purchased the lumber yard
of H. R. Banks.

ix-Councillor Fulton has gonc to Brandon to
take charge of an implement waveliouse there,

Major MeDonald has been appointed agent
for the Globe Agricultural works ¢f Londen,
Ont.

Mgs. French has opened 2 willinery, mantle
and dressmaking cstablishment in the terrace
cast on Saskatchewan avenue.

Mr. C. G. Woodside, sign painter, has three
orders from Port Arthur, one from Virden, one
from Minnedos, and six for Portage.

George Craig filled the first onder for the
Neepawa grangers last week; he expects to
supply them with all the goolds they require.

On Monday the sale of M. Blake's farm was
consummated ;  Messrs. Alex. MclLean and
John J. McRobic were the purohasers ; the prico
paid was §11,000. This farm is considered one
of the best in the province, and consists of 640
acres, 200 of which are veady for crop.

BRANDOX.

J. M. Reisberry has sold out his machinery
business to Russcll & McKenzie.

M. J. D. Kenuedy has arrived from Winni.
peg where Le has spent the most of the winter,
He will look after the intercsts of Shields & Co.

The fine weather of the last feww days has al.
most completely demoralized the trails, and as
a consequence there is little grain marketed,
Prices are very firm, and frozen wheat is sclling
at from 43¢ to Gic, according to the amount of
damage ; fine sound wheat is readily taken zt
$1 per bushel for seeding purposes ; oats arc in
good demand, at fitmer prices, good samples of
white being easily disposcd of at 3¢,



