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THOUGTS FROMu THE CENSUS.
Tho publication o! the ceusua roturns ba

caused general disappointinont. Our popula-
tien bas net ineced as we hod expoctod.
Tboegb tho western divisions have mode rapid
adv&neemeut, the avetogo ci t'ho wvhe1e coutry
ls dlaappointlug. Tho maritime provinces bave
been at a stanclstil, and the large provinces et
Ontario and Quobea have mode slow progroas.
We have rocolved a large number et Immigrante
duriDg the dorade sinco tho tat census was
taken. The officiai figures place the numbor
et immigrants at 866,000 la the past ton years,
wbite beaides this thoroabsould have he o
natural lacroeofe about 14 per cent in the pop
ulation. The consus ratura, howevor, show
ouly about boil a million et an lnecaso lu the
total population et the country. Thus vie have
lest more people thon wo bave recoived
tronm immigration. 0ur total increase for
the decode bai been nly 11.66 par cent.,
wblch la only about the saine rate of laece
as tbat shewn by the recent census et Enigland
sud Wasles, tho increose there boing 11.03 par
cent. Our population should bave increased
much more rapidly thon thot et England, wb:cb
ba long beau crewded, wvhite wo have millions
et acres' e now land awaiting sattlement. NVe
have also heon carrying ou vast publia works,
we have oponed new regions for sertlement and
have spant considerablo la attracting immi-
grante te aur shores, but frein ail this there
appoars to bave been but a moderato retturn.

The result et the cousus ahould start people
te tbink. We bava bad a national policy la
force, which was ta give ample employaient te
aur people at home, white varions expensive
efforts bave been made te ottract people frein
ahroad. Hos this policy proved a tailure?
0ur customns and excise collections, (that la
taxation), bava iucroased ot a surprising rate,
ln comparison wîth the increaso la population.
This mnuean that our onnual uxpenditure bai
increaaed auteof proportâin te population, white
ar national debt bas been largely augmented,
along with other evidences ef inflation.

Another undesirable fuature in, that the ln-
crosse lu the population et cities ba beon eut
of proportion te the lace easo lu the rural poput.
latian. A strong tendency ba heen sbowu ta
desert the tari for the cities. This bai aise
been a marked feature et the late consus re-
turne lu Great Britoin and the United Status.
Se long as this teudency continues, Canada
will naturally bceat a dlaadvantage vvith tho
United Slaves, la point of lacrease in populo.
tion. Canada 13 more tbo.aughly on agricul.
toral country thon tho repuhlic, and so long as
tlîv tendency ln te blave the tartn, the large lu.
dus ;rial centres and the great commercial cities
--f .le United States will ho sure ta attract
Canadians wbo datre te change thoir rural lite
for city lite.

This tondeney ta bcave the faim sooma ta
point out wbat our future poUocy should ha.

Canada, we say, la firat et ail an agricultural
country. ,Our agriculturol intercale are vantly
lu excoas of ail othors. Oar ohm sboula thora.
fore ho te encourage tho fariner la oery logiti-

tnt way. If we vau alte tho farmner pros.
perous and eoutented, we are cortaiu te have a
prosperous sud happy peop)e lenctally. Our
clie moy net grow as tast, but thoy will bo on
a more aelid and healtbtul butis. Our national
policy durlng the pait ton yeara bas net been
shaped te encourage agriculture. It lias been
quite tho reverse. The proportionate reduetion
o! the rural populatin, in comparison vilaii t1te
urbon population, la the natural consoquonce ot

a vicions and noaa ural trado pollcy.

IVo do net say that aur trodo poîicy bias beea
tho great cause o! the desire te dert thc toiai,
but its t-giudency la in that direction. Undor a
dif,3ent trado »iolicy the sanie dispoiition la
minst lu Great-Brtahu, wbcere the systei et
land tenure ba probobly oporated te thia
end. 'Intortunately, however, thora are other
causes whieb laduco young people, and ovon
tbose et mlddlo age te leave tho tari. '«A lit.
tle knowledgo la a dangeous tbiung." Harein
wo thlnk le the chiot cause et the tendency te
desert the tarin The lite et the agriculturiat
abould ho the mont independent and happy et
any calllng. Novertheloas, thore lna ogreat ai-
lureinent ta city lie. To the young peopleofe
the country thora iz o tascinating glitter about
the city, wblcb las absent in their quiet rural
bomnes. Thoy seu ouly tho oxtorior et this lite.
Tho case and coinfort îvbich tbey tancy balonga
te the city, thuey compare witb their Il drudg-
ery" ou tho farm. TI'o sèread of oducation la
ne doubt largely responsible for this§ tendency
of the tines. The young people ofet tiatri
now receive o fair education, sud tbey forth.
witb decido thot rural lite is too slow for thein.
They wlli nover ho able te mào their mark
ution the tarin, and bence we bava aur stores
and offices filled with young mon traint the
country, the maority et îvbom ne doubi hope
te ho at the bond et an establishmnent a fow
years banco. Even the Ioarned professions are
filled up with young mon train the tarin, and
the reaultis that fiuauu'lal, mercantile and pro.
fessional branches are crewded te excess.

As a Il little knowledgo "' la the cause ot the
desortion et the teai, se we look te the apread
et education ta correct the evil, for evil it avi-
dently is. Tho agricultural population will ho-
caine geucrally well cducated. They will fol.
low their caili; with greater intelligence thon
they now de. The great advantages et an agri-
cultural lite will hecome recoguized. The iode-
pondence aud treedoin wbieb attaches te agri.
culture will bo appreciated more fully. Instead
et heing spoken et aa an unprogressive Il boy
aeed," the fariner will ho looked upon os a man
et superlor intelligence and eue wlio occupies
ala enviable position. The latter le realy the
naturai po3itieu of the fariner, aud bis calling if
followcd out ta its natural course, sbould makre
hM indepeudent and contented, white bis lite
offurde epportuaity et developing the bigbcst
order ot Intelligence and gencral advanceinent
inail that coustitutes treca nd noble manbood,
tre traint the sickeniug flunkylsin aud despis.
able roll tapeittn d tormality et '<tho boi't se-
ctety."

rthe tendoncy to desert tho tari will un-
doubtedly correct itecîf iu turne, but white it
continues, Canada wiil bo botind te auffer ln
point ot incrosse ln population, as compared
witb the United States. In the ineautlme,
liowever, we should ondeavor by '-iw enaet-
ment, to enýüurago agriculture, ana mako tho
lot of the former ai pleastnt as possible. Tho
freedomn of trade, tho prevention ot unjêist mon-
opollos, the reduction of taxation. Tite dis-
couragemont of landeci monopolitu, and the lin
MO.laate dfSCOntindanCO Of the graating of tracts
of land1 tu raiway or o,,liot ipoa.e aiol

amng the fcaturea whieh would encourage ag-
riculturo and imprave the position of the far
mer. The adoption of a ational pollcy to this
end, tcgt ther witb such other fuatures cs could
bo legitimately enaoted la the interest of agri-
culture, woald undoubtedly belp te check the
tendcncy ta leave the farma, white nt tho saime
tiiiie theo would ho nothing inimical lu sncb a
policy ta our general commercial prosperity.

HMIILIUIt 'WHLiTS
Tho roimarks mode lu Tiis CoàimERiWAt. two

woeks ago, regarding grain dealers and damaged
wbeat, bave, as was expccted, created consid-
orable adverse comment lu somnequartera. W'e
did net, of course, expect to ho ablo to convince
everybody who entertained the bellot, et the
absurdity of the idea that r. damaged crop of
wheat would ho an advautage te grain ahippers.
Many porsons are nlot open ta conviction, no
motter how folse and ridiculous thoir opinions
may be. When a bellot gains almost genoral
eurranuy, it isa s.difficult motter te change thst
belief, no matter how f aise it may ho. The
formera will no doubt etill labor under the
toise impression, that the grain shippers will
cheot thein right and loft til cases wbere they
have damoged wheot. IVe think, however,
that business men wvill readily comprehend the
great error which lies lu the somewbot genoral
bellot, that grain mon can derivo o better profit
frein domaged thon troin choice grain. No
doubt there are dishonest groin buyers, as watt
as there are dishoneat men in othor branches of
business, and la nome instances, berbaps, a-
vantige may bo takEn of a lormer who bas
sligbtly damaged grain. This, however, hos
notbing te do with the general business pîluci-
pIe, wbicb la the sanie lu hoadling wboat os lu
any other commodity, nomely: that it ia more
satistactary te bath the bayer and the seller te
bondie a good thon a poor quality of a coin-
modity.

As stated in a proviens issue, domaged wheat
will ho aaleablo lu a short crop year, but iu a
year of abundance it would ho a very slow sale.
This year la oue ot crop tailure or partial failuro
o'<or a large portion of Europe. la the rye
couatries ot Europe there bai heen a hoavy
gencral ebortao lu the crop, and ta make this
shortage up, other cheap grains wili ho in de-
moud. So far <Ls this year la cenceroed, it la
theretore ate ta count tipon a market in the
rye.e04qJ3g ceuutries et Europe, tor wboat
which ivould hardly bo sleable ! other years,
and% v ich coula net beha aded for domestle
trade at &il.
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