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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Ex-President Cieveland is shuwing much quict go.d sense and good
feeling in refusing to paricipme in the Jdedicatory cxercises at Clicago
He declined his pressing invitation un tho grournd that a trip to Chicago at
this timo would be cubstrued to Lo a pulitical muve, and tlat as the other
candidate for the Piesidency was detained Ly the Lelside of Lis -ick wifo
1t would be ncithor seemly uor just tu taho su unfair an advantuge. M.
Cieveand s letter does hum much oredit as a manly statumext of a consider-
ate and worthy sentiment.

The clections in Now Drunswick on Saturday lost have resulted in the
Governmont being susiained by on overwhbelmivg majority. Tor ecach
member electod upon the side of the Oppus.tivn the Guvernment can <how
two members.  Tlus is cettainly a Lrillant vic.ory, and the Government
wou d have reason for unmixed satisfactivn had it nut been that their leader,
Attorney-Goneral Biair, has been defiated in the very hour of victory  Mr.,
Bilatr 13 3 +trong. able wauw, and can 1ll Lo spared from the Provincial Parlia-
ment of our sister proviuco. It is probable that a seat in Westmorland or
elsowhero will be vacated ia his faver, in which case his oleclion would
simply mean a wa'k over,

Tho question of military drill in our public schoolsarousel much atten-
tion lest year. Tho drill was found to bo thoroughly beneficial to those
who participated in it, but the regulations prescribed by the Miitia Act
provented many compsnies from being formed. The stipu'ation is first
made that in tho event of any cowpany being formed tho ubiversity or
school with which it is connected shall become directly responsible for the
caro of all arms and accoutrements entrusted to tho young lads, and secondly,
that & suitable room fi.ted witix * lock-up arm-racks” shall be provided.
Tho authonties of tho school aro also mado responsible for tho appointments
of tho youoy officers, and they aro to sco that each member of the company
is supplied with uniform clothing of pattern and color approved by the
Government. Owingto these regulations fow compaties have been formed,
tho school authoritios in many cases not caring to assume the financial
responsibility connected with tho loan of the rifles, and mapy parents ob-
Jeciing to providing out of teir own packets the requisite upiform, Phy-
siciaus kave nlso takoen oxcop ion to tho weight of the nilo provided by the
Governmont, stating that it is too heavy for lads of from twelve to fifteen
yeasof age, and that in their opinion a highter ono shoulsd be substituted.
1t is hardly like.y that even tho most obliging of authoritics will removea 1
the difficu’tios in tho way of school drill by lifting tho responsibiity from
the teachors, supplying tailor-made uniforms and by manufacturing minia-
turo firo-arms.

$| for damnges—or repairs.

Not only have tho toiophone subscribers mado things lively for tho
Electric Car Company of Montroal, but the groat army of house-holders
have sleo arigon in arms. Thoy comp ain that thoir houses are being shaken
to their foundativns by thoe jar of tho passing cars, Thit tho pictures aod
mirrors sway on tho walls whenever a car passes, that tho china dances on
the pantry shelves, and that the kitchon tins rattlo incessantly. A servant
gitl claims to havo been badly scalded by a tin of boiling water which theo
vibration from a car obligingly over-turned, and throatens to bring a suit
House property is dopreciating in tho districts
whero the cars are running. The fault is of course not due to the clectric
gorvico, but fo the narrow, cramped streets of tho city.

Tho religious consus of Victoria may woll sot our missionary societies
3 thivking, for & moro remarkable sot of statistics has seldom boen given
on the subject. The Episcopalians number 417,000, Roman Catholics
248,000, I'resbyterians 167,000, Mothodists 156.000, while tho Baptist
denomination tapers down o 27,862. Then tho varioty show bogins; the
* Liua.ihists and Confucians " numbe: 5,000 and the ¢ Spiritualists " over
700. “Lho * Ilindoos ” number about 40 and tho * naturalists,” whatever
they may be, 13. The . Cosmopolitans,” * Pozitivists,” '¢ Communists,”
“ Nibilists,” the ¢ Peculiar Poople’ and the ‘*‘ Theosophists” have all
oblained a fouthold, notwithstanding that over 16 000 ighabitants profess
no creed whatever. Qoo man cntors himsell as a ‘¢ Go-as-you please,”
whilo four individua's describe their creed in truth probably as L s.d.”
Tho Mormons seem algo to be creeping into our Canadian territory, a fact
which is much to bo regrotted. That thero should already be representi.
tives of 1mote than a scure of denominations in s» young a country is not
on'y a matter of wonderment but of pity a'so.

Notwithstanding all legislation to tho effoct that * the Chinese must go "
it is a'most impossible to prevent thom from steuling into America. Many
of tho Celestials regard the tax of €50, which our Canndian Governmount is
ondeavoring to enforce, as an invesiment which will bring a sure re‘urn in
prosperity. The admittance fve scems o those who can afford it rather
simuar to the price paid for an cpora ticket wheroe one is sure of gettting the
worth of ono’s muney back. Unfu tur tely it is mot bociuse of too groat
prospernity that wo are yiving the culd shvulder to the brethern of the pig-
tail | Dunag last week it is probable that a fow Chinamen crept into tho
United States through the Pruvince of Quebec, and while pub'ic attention
wa;s being called tu this 1ntornational leakags a grand smuggling business
was being carried on on the Pacific Coast. A dapper little stoamer had
been hovering sbout Victoria for some days, sometimes she flaw the Eoglish
sometimes the Amer.can flig, but she never ventured into the harbor.
Collector Mine giew suspicivus of tha tug craft, and had her tugged into
port. No less than 50 Mouguliaus were un boarl gloating over the pros-
pect of setthng in Amorica without passport or feo. During the past fow
weobs 135 of theso Asiatics have been landed a* St Quentin and noar San
Francisco.  Sumething more powerful than ordinary legislation, and more
potent than the stipulativns of the Geary Bill, will have to be devised if the
wily Chineso aro to remsin in the Flowery Kingdom.

Mr. Erastus Wiman, of New York, who is & Canadian by birth, ad-
dressed a largo public meeting in Masonic Hall on Monday evening last,
presopting his views upon the question of unrestric od reciprocity betwoon
Capada and the United States. Mr. Wiman isa forcible and argumentativo
speaker, and those who heard him were delighted with tho manly, straight-
forward manner in which ho handled his subject. Political uoiom, or
anncxation, Mr, Wiman considored as impracticab's and uundesirablo, but
uprestricted reciprocity he regarded as the most natural policy for both
countr cs to adopt. Ian his opinion such a po icy would mako Nova Scotia
blossom li%e the 1050, would result in tho dove'opment of her great natural
resourcos, aud would make her peoplo contented and prosperous. Mr. Wiman's
argumects wero certainly brought out in a strong light, and his opinions
aro worthy tho cilm consideration of overy man who dosires to .dvance
the natural wolfsro of this Cavada of ours. Honest discussion and straight-
forward expressions of opinion are always worth hearing, and he must bLe
a biassed partizin indeced who does not accord to the speakor's remarks the
thoughtful considoration thoy deserve. If Mr. Wimaun is right it is timo
the people of this country should knowit ; if ho is wrong lot his arguments
bo dirpo-ed of by argument. Ridiculo is not argument, and tho journa's
which essay to overwholm Mr., Wiman wih ridiculo must regard their
readers o8 milk-sops. Is unrestricted reciprocity foasible, pricticablo and
atiainablo, and if so will it bring about the prosperity promised ; or if not,
why not,



