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at ono stroko veducing the British islands to
the danger of starvation as most of thy ves.
nols woro employed in the transport of grain,
tosupply the dolicioncy caused by a failure in
ihe harvest of 1756, and some had actunlly
comploted their eargoes. o also withdrew
tho greater portion of regular troops from
the frontier of New York alvendy’laid apen
bygho’eapture of Oswogo, and dotsched the
b Q\'rt of tho Provingial troops, -the force
considted of the*¥2nd, 49nd, 44th and 48th
regiments, two battalions of Royal Ameri-
cans and five companies of rangors com-
manded by Major Rogeus; ono of the hest
partisans and best officers although a Pro
vincial, in the service, they nuimbered in all’
abnut 6 men., For the defence of the
Westarn Hroiitior thore were dotailed w bat.
talion of Royal Amoricans about 1000 Penn.
sylvania, 300 Maryland, and 500 Virginia
militin, corps commanded by Colonel Stan-
wix; while part of & battalion of Royal Ame-
ricang-threo indepondent companiés and the
Colonial militia ware to be employed undor
the command of Coloncl Boquet in South
Carolina. The only fotce lofteto confront
the most poworful forces with which the Col.
onists had to deal on the frontiers of Now
York, was the garvison of Fort William
Henry, commanded: by Colonel Munro, and
a force of 4000 men under Genoral Webb to
cover that post,

Jord T.oudon sailed on his expedition on
the 20th June, and on the 30th amived at
Halifax; on the 9th of July & junction with
Iopson's troops was cffected, the combined
force numbering over 11,000 men. the fleet
consisting of 18 ships of the line, 5 frigates,
‘3 gun brigs-and 6 mortar and bomb vessels.
‘The troops were immediatoly em{:loycd in
levelling the ground for parades and planting
cabbages for the use of the sick. Brigadier
@eneral Lord Charles Hay loudly protesting
at:this folly was )i)ut under ardest by a Coun-
cil-of War. At length the troops were em-
barked on tho 2nd August, with orders to
rendezvous at Gabaru’s bay, alittle westward
of Louisbury, but before they could put to
sea 1 French prizoe schooner gave the infor-
mation-that the fortress was gurrisoned by
3000 regulars and some Indians besides the
townspeople who had taken up arms and
the harbour occupied by 18 ships of theline
and 6 frigates. Another Council of War de-
cided to abandon tho expedition because the
}‘I‘rench had one frigate more than the English

cot. :

Accordingly the Royal and 28 regiments
wero ordercd to disembark and encamp, all
the others remaining on board were ordered
o send for their heavy baggage and sick
which had been left ashore; a portion of
these troops were to garrison Fort Edward,
35 miles from Ialifax, and another detach-
ment to re-inforce IFort Cumberland, late
Beausejour, inthe Bay of Funday. The fleet
seperated—that under Admiral Holborne to
cruise about Louisburg, and that with Lord
Loudon to return to New York, at which
place he arrived on the 31st of August, hav.
ing learnt at sea the fate of Fort William
Henry.

Immediately on the arrival of the troops:
they wero transferred into small vesdels nnd
sent to Albany and Fort Edward, thelatter

being tho most advanced post held'by the ;

British, the_garrison was increased and-the
command given to Lieut. Colonel Haviland.
Major Rogers was despatched {o reconnoitre.
Ticonderoga wherc he made some prisoners.
from whom he learned that the garrison at:
that post consisted of 350 regular soldicrs
and that at Crown Point of 150. Theweak.
ness of these posts suggested the propriety
of a well planned surprise, but the genius
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of  the British forco and-its commandoer was
unequal to tho exertion.
Loudon’s career has been show,

what an incapable, stupid, incompetont and’

ignorant imbecilo ho must have been, but
the fate of Fort Willinm IHenvy attaches the
guilt of criminality to him, if, indeed, ho wad
at all o responsiblo agent and not a natural
idiot, by tho appointment of‘an approved
coward to the command'of its covering army.
Wobb's disgraceful flight from Onondago,
his cowardico and want of enterprise in not
pushin§ forward to the assistanco of Oswego
would have taught any man possessoed of
common senso. the. folly of entrusting the
defence of the principal frontier post to him;
but Loudon appears to haye recognised a
kindred spirit,’ and with the folly of weak
minds, employed & man more ignorat and
incompotent it possiblo than himself; what
followed might have been easily anticipated.
As soon as.the. Euglish fleet conveying-Iou--
don’s troops was fairly at sea, Montealn
Prep:n-od to deal with the cowardly idiot left
rehind who had neglected to call out the
militia although he had been empowered to
do so. By the end of July Montcalm had
collected the whole of his force at Ticonder
oga, consisting of 3000 regular troops, 3000
Canadians and 1800 savages, in all 7,800,
whose whole supplies of provisions consisted
of Indian Corn and Vegetables, Cannda not
being able to supply bread or flesh meat.
On the 30th July, ho puthis treopsin motion,
the ndvance under M. do Lovis marched by
land, the remainder were embarked on tho
Lake; tho moment tho news of this move-
ment reached Wabb he at once broke up
camp ana retreated to Fort Edward carrying
with him the prireipal train of Artillery and
leaving Colouel Monroe to dofend Fort Wm.
Henry as best ho could wich 2,700 men. On
the evening of the 3rd of August the whole
French forco had reached a bay within two
mises of the Fort, the savages had captured
an English boat from which M. de Montealm
learned that the Garrison was awa. v of his
advance and that Webb had retreated, that
asortie ot 120Umen would be mnade to oppose
him; there bLeing no longer any necessity
for secresy, the savages in their canoes, to
the number of 121, formed =« line across the
Lake and gave defiance in a war whoop. The
whole of the 4th was spent in reconnoitering
the Fort and its environs while Montalm
seized the opportunity to ssmmon the gar-
rison to surrender. to which an appropriate
reply was returned Ly Colonel Munro de-
clining to comply therewith. In the night
between the 4th and ith the trenches wer~
opened, and on the 6th at day break the
batteries mounting 10 pieces of cannon and
one 9 inch mortar was unmasked while the
Canadians and savages obtaining lodgment
in gardens and other appurtenances of the
works keptup aniatermittent musketry five
on every person who appeared on the ram-
parts. A gallent resistance was made till
their shells were expended and amnmnunition
began to fuil, Munro made pressing appeals
to Vebb for assistance but the fallacy of
dependingon that coward was soon apparent,
the messenger, with his answer, in which he
declined to advance or send any succor,
magnified the number of Montealmy’s force
to 13,000 men and advised Munro to surren-
dor was intercepted and carried to the French
General who &t once saw how the caso stood,
and sent the letter to the English Command.
ant who still maintained a resolute dofence;
but disheartened at tho prospect of not being
rolieved and finding his ammunition failing
he hoisted & white flag on the Fort am
agreed to the following terms of capitula-
tion =

Enoughynf Lord-
gx!ao rove

Capitulation grantod to Licut, Colone Mouro (o
his Britannite Mujesty's Garrlson of Forl Wil-
Mam, the entrenchied chmp ndjolning and all
tholr depondencies.

AnTICLE I =The Garrison of Fort Wm, flenry
and tha troops which ara in the intrenchod camp
shall after being jolned marel out with their armes
and tho usual Lonors of war.

ART. 11.~Thogato of thio Fort shall bd deliyeren
upto tho troops of his Most Chriatinn !\gﬂ\n‘-.‘a, Wi
tho intrenghed camp imntedistoly on'chaddopar
turo of tho Jritish troopk, - 4

ART. 11I.=All the ariiliery, warli{od storgs, ywa.
vislons, and in gencral overythlug oxcept tho pri-
vato effect of thie Offlcers and Boldlers shall, upon
B e wdod, v that Ly Ar

hristian csty; provided ’ .
"ticle shall e:'t‘iomffo]tho Fort and tho Intrench-
mentsand thelrdopendencler. .

RrT. 1V,—Tho Garrison ofthe Fort, the .troops

in tho infrenchments and the dependencies ol

bath shall not serve for tho spaco of olghteon

months, neither ogalwb hils Most Christaln Myy-
osty nor hisallles,

ART. V.~All officers and soldlers, Canadlans,
women and savages, who hnvo beon made pris-
oners by land sliico tho commencement o the
war in North Amerlca, shall be delfvered up in
T A

ng to thg rece which. [i

(s %ml mug'ﬂ)er o{') the garricon of Fort Willinm

Henry shall bo capicitated tosorvo agreeablo to

the roturn given {n by tho English ofiicer of the

prisonors he has dellvared. .

ART. VI.—An oftficor shallbo left a3 an hostane
tit! tho roturn of tho detnchment which shall be
glven for an escort to his Britannic Mnjesty’s
tr:)\ops. VIL—All the slcle nand wounded that are

RT. v~ e 8lc « 1 .
not ina condition to be transported to Fort Edwand
sholl remain under tho })mteeuou of the Marquu«

& Montealm, who will take proper care of them

and return them as soon as recovered.

ART. VI —Thero shall bo {ssucd provistons (ur
u\% subsistenco orltho British troops for this dny
and to-morrow only.

ArnrT, {X.~Tho ‘\a\rquls de Montealm being wil-
1ingto show Colonel Monro andthe Garrison under
hlscommand marks of este¢m, on accountof thetr
tonorable getencc glves them onu pleco of cannon
a six pounder,

DOHI()}(;H the tronches beforo Fort Willlam Henry,

9th August, 1257, GEORGE MoNgo.

Agreed to Intho name of his Most Cuiristian Mn
esty agreenble to the powers vested in e hf the
Marquis do(}'mnlninl}\lles Gbgvcrgor Ueneral ol
eral G w France.
Lieutennunt General of Ne MoNTCALY.

The garrison of the Fort at the time of
surrender amounted to 440 men,.w]ulo tho
intrenched camp alluded to occupied arocky
eminence, now the site of Fort George, im
mediately adjoining, this was defended by
1700 men. I

Webb had been written to by Sir William
Johnston to boon his guard that the French
was short of provisions and that they would
endeavor to carry tho placo by o coup de
main, but that coward lay at Fort Edwa.d
with 4000 men listening in ahject texror to
the roar of thodistant cannonade_ afraid to
move out of his iines and despstching mes
senger after messenger tn the Lieutenant
Governor and Johnson to hurry the advance
of the militia. The latter was at Fort Johu
son holding & council with the Cherokees
when Webb wrote him on the 1st August of
Montealm's advance and his own retreat,
although he had as much as he could do yet
he broke up the conference and hastily col
lecting all the Indians and militin he could
muster marched to Fort Edward where he
arrived two days after the investment ol
Fort William Henry. Secing at once the
position of affeirs he- begged to be sent to
tho 2id of Monro, after repeated solicitations
his request was granted and his advanced
guard had actually renched the heights over
the intrenched camp so near as to be able to

open communication with the troops occu-
' pying it and would no dorbt have compelled
Nontealm to raise the siege when ho was
! peremptorily recalled by Webh. By the fall
'of this fortress the French captured 43 pieces
of artillery, 35,855 1bs, gunpowder, 29 small
!vessels on the Lake, 100 live oxen and pro
visions for 5000 men for 81X mouils; it was
owing to the scarcity of the latter article
lthat Montcalm allowed the garrison to re
tire; the loss incurred by the defendem

et A -



