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of one of the rafte, in tho middle of this
violent torrent, '

22. Proceeding soulh I passod over a
bleak and rather barren praivic laud entire-
ly devoid of timber or oven shrubs, our
camp kettles being boiled on fires corstitu.
ted of buffulo chips only,

23 After 200 miles travel over this path-
less waste und crossing several wminor
atrenms by the way, we reached kort Mo
Leod, the most remoteof all the Police posts
situnted on the old Man's River a few miles
south enst from the Porcupine Hills, and 50
miles due enst from the eatrance of the so-
ealled Kootenay Pass, through the Rocky
Mountsins,

24, I ahall refer specinlly to this aud tho
otlier Police posts further on.

25, Leaving my staff to proceed towards
the Kootensy Paas to await my return,I pro
ceeded after onoday's halt, in coppany with
asmstunt commissioner McLeod, to pny a
visit to the United States General Officer
commnnding in Montnna, in obedience to
instructions from the Secretary of State, to
whotn § have had the honor to furnish a
special report on the result of my confer
ence with Bi:igather General Gibbon at Fort
Shaw, 250 miles from Fort McLeod, as well
as my further conference with Major Gen-
eral Howard somo weeks later, cn p.esing
thyough hia department in the tertitories of
Oregon, Washing on, and Idaho.

26. | refer to this subject here, as the
questions on which [ had to treat relnted to
the suppression of crime on the frontier,snd
the cupture of criminals snd nlunderers on
both sidea of the International boundary,a
duty iv which the Mounted Police are large-
ly interested,

27. 1 amin great hopee the resull of my
conlerences mny tend to facilitnte and
sirplify the duties of this force which hss
already proved so efficient by the moral
effect of its presence as well as by the keen
activity and prudence of some of the officers
in command,

28. Returning with Lt, Col. MacLeod to
wards the passes of the Rocky Mountains,
along their enstern slopes, and past the
buse of Chief Mountuin we saw some of
the monuments erected recently by the
Boundary Commissioners ;  these, con

. structed of loose stones, have Leen near
ly demonshed by the buffaloes. We thren
as mmny of the stones on their piles as time
permitted, but I venture to mention that
unless more durable monumenis are quickly
erected, the buffulo will soon leave few to
mark the spots.

29. 1o crossing Birch Creek in the vicinity
of the Marns we found 170 lodges of South
Peigen Indinng, numbenng sbout Tu0
people. With thesa I pussed an evening
sim:lar to thut with tbe Blackfeet sand heard
neurly the same sentiments towards the
Police nnd wyself. They were going north
to bunt the Luflalo, and spoke in loud praise
of 1he now settled and peaceful state of the
Couniry north of the boundary line. A
treaty of peace has recently been formed be
tween these people, the Assiniboines and
the Blackfeet, through the instrumentality
of inspector Walsh »t Cypress Hills, which
thege Indians assured me theéy intended to
observe inviolste aud which will producea
prospect of peace probably unknown in that
country through »)l past time.

30. At the eastern entrance of the Koot
enny. or, as it is generally termed there, the
Etk River Pass, we reached our standing
camp, where our transport wagons wers ex:

itous mountnin ranges, amidst n network of
fullen timbor, intersected by dangerous
maragses, we eventually crassed the Elk nnd
Kantenay Rivers, and veached Joseph's
Prairie, 12 wiles from \Vild Horse Creels,
where the duties of the Mounted Palice. s
regarded our further progress, ceased, Wao
crossed from thence Lo Vancouver Island by
arrnngement of the Licutensnt Governor of
British Columbia, tut finding from all sour
ces information at Kootenry, that it would
bo dangerous, il not impracticable to at-
tempt to cross many miies of quagmire nud

muskeg. and to olimb the rugged and brok- {

en pasaes nf Shepherds Mountain, which lies
hetween the bends of the Kootenny snd
Columbin Rivers, morcover without any
means for crossing those turbulent rivers on
that route, it was therefore necessary to pro
ceed 200 miles south to Spokane, in United
Strtes Territory, in order to turn this moun
t+in nnd morass. 1 consequently determined
with the view of saving expenso to the Gov.
vernment for transport and hired packmen
to strike south 200 miles, further to Walla
Wally, rather than to return 200 miles north
{rom Spokane for thesakeof passing through
the only 140 miles remaining of British Ter
ritory, between .06 point where the bound.
ary line would be interscoted and Hope on
the Ferzer River.

31. Captain Ward, one of my Sunff for the
expedition, kindly undertook to proceed by
that route at his own expense from Spokavne
and to make me acquainted with any items
of consequence, but 1 found on bis rejoining
me ut Victoria, that there wus nothing of
uny importance {o rete.

32 By tking the Walla Walla route by
the line of the Lower Columbin, [ was fortu-
nate enough to have much interchange of
opinion with Major CGeneral Howard on the
subject of mutusl nction agninst onumnals of
both countries.

33. Belore quitting this little narrative of
my journey with the Mounted Police may I
be permitted to record how very completely
tho considerate, and will matured arrage
ments of the Department of Justice for the
progress of myself and Staff, were executed
by the Officers of the Mounted Police and
by the men and horses of the escort which
accompanied me for about 1500 miles overa
rough country incerrupted fiequently by
deep rivers, by rugged hills and precipitous
ravines, by swamps and morasses, trying to
horses as well »&8 men,

34. Through all that long and tnilsome
march, day by day, thisescort never flagged,
nlways ready, willing, nnd obedient, untiring
1n their exertions, which sometimes culled
for much endurance. If I were to judge of
1he Mounted Police force us n hody, by that
little escort, which was not composed of se~
lected men, they desesve a very-bigh char-
acter from me.

My staffon the expedition was composed
of Captsin the Honorable M. Stapleton
Coldstream Guards, A.D C.; Captain Ward,
A.D.C. to bis Excellency the Governor Gen.
eral, and Lieutenant the Honorabe T. Fitz.
willlam. A.D.C., Roynl Horse Guardes, and
afterwards joined by the tlonorable Evelyn
llis, late Royal Navy.

The sufficiency of the Force in respect of num-
bers, discipline, and equipment. including
horses. arms, saddlery, means of tran
sport, de.

35. The Fgrco consists of 2§ officers and

termed Comtnissioner, and his second in

ch-nged for pack horses of the Mounted jcommand, Assistant Commissioner. the re-
Polic-, by means of which we penetrated the Imuining officeis are respectively inapectors

mountains, and atter a rough journey of 100
mules through dense forest, over two precip.

jnnd sub inspectors, and the men designated

constables and sub counstables, the former

300 men and horses; the Commander 8’

answering to the status of non comnissioned
oflicera.

30. The Forse is divided into § Divisions
of 50 men each ; it may be considerod fairys
suflicient for the dutiesit is at presentcalled
upon'to perform.

37. I'he moral offect of its pratence hns
already produced n wholesomo improveniont
1 the condition of the wandering tribies of
the prairies, and the nomadic inhabitants of
tho North West gencrally, und caunsed » feol
ing of security throughout the seltlements
of the ‘Tepritory.

38. For a newly raised force, hnstily ea -
1olled and equipped, it isin very fnir order
—its orgapizition i3 besed upon sound prin
oiples, but there is room for improvemsnt in
several respeots on which I represent here-
with a confidental yrepnrt,

39. It will be readily understood that in
the detached state of the Force so much
timo bave been accupied in providing shels
tar for men and horsas it is hitherto been
next to impossible to bestow proper atten-
tion on discipline, interio: economy, equita
tion, tho oire of horses, saddlery. equip-.
ment and the duties of constables—all of
which are quite indispansable,

40. 1 cunsider that men should be recruit
ed from the rural districts, a few oaly for
clerks &c., to be taken from ‘Towns. The
decayed gentleman is a failure, ‘Theyshould
he active young men, sons of farmers accus.
tomed to face all kind of weathérand rough

i work as well ns the use of horses, this ele-

ment is badly wanted in the Force.

41, T might also observe that many of the
mien at present aro of too heavy a build for
the strength of Lheir horses.

42 The horses are however a very fair
average lot. Thoy huve been generally pur-
chased in Outario,

43. I should much profer seclecting them
from rural districts than from horse. dealers
and sale stubles, A better, sounder, and
chesaper description of horse could thus be
obtained.

44, There aro somo native ponies, and
though these animale cannot be expested to
carry men with arms and accoutrements for
any greatl distance, yet they ara useful for
various purposes, particularly late in the
fall or in the wintar,

45. 1 think a useful and cheap sort of
liorse can be procured in Montana and also
in Wushington and Idaho territories.

46. I used snme excellent sure footed and
gond constitutioned Mouotain Galloways in
British Columbia this yesar which cost only
} 50 dollars a piece at Walla Walla.

47. Thoe neces:ity of earrying oats for
horses is one ol the weakest points of the
force. Without oats, horses soon fall out of
condition. tecome weak, snd knuck up:
grass »nlone is pnot sufficiently nurishing lor
horses accustomed to oats, when hard work:
ed; some of the prairie grass is dry aud
without nutriment, in other parts it is rich
and mingled with wild vetches.

48. It isabsolutely necessary to grow oat
crops us largely as.possiblo in the North
West. Every post should have scme huad-
red acreg under tillage {or produing cereals
nnd vegetables.

TRANSPORT.

49. The question of trruspory is one of
considerable importance notonly as regards
the eficiency of the force, and its reddiness
10 take the field at any moment, but also in
respect of Supplies of every kind, which 2t
present, inc:uding oats, have to be onrried
many hundred miles, through a country
which iz only open for whee! transpoit for G

cr 7 months of the year, My suggestions on



