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v’fz‘mlwr for tho ocauses which ruined the
delonsivo aperations of tho Dolegnte Minis -
|tr of War, and henceforth hix amateur
Mrategy and his diotatorinl treatment of
Aurclle do Paladines and Chanzy may pass
dnquestioned. The moro thosa facts aro
‘donsidered, the more thoy will bo thought
*morthy of tho historinn'sattention. 1f Motz
dould not hold out nny longer, plinly tho
Minister who continued tho war under hogpe
Jess ciroumstances was to blamo; but it the
gimitdon fortress conld hold out, andif Ba-
frino hind fmled in daing *¢all that duty aud
“gonour prescribed.” tho Minister wis oxone
el Tho temptation was great, and Gam
‘l:oun. on this thoory, was not superior to it.
‘Jla proclaimed Bazaino a traitor by plucards
3l over France. Ifo decreed him a traitor
s ho decrced tho levee en masse, and the
-Abolition of tha Uoneral Councils. As M.
Jules Richard has said : ¢ La France n'é ait
’{'\nn encoro vainouo, elle dtait toujours trahie,
r gu'est-co que pout in trahison ot surtout
Ja teabison d'un  maréchal de P'Empiro
ontre la 1égende 1évolutionnaire ? N'avuit
onpas les capottes en futaine, les souliors
%n carton, les cnnons Nnquet, les fusils ot
Yos carlouches do ls commission d'nrmeo-
“ment.  N'avait ou pas la légion des jeunes
iehefs qu in’ayaient jaminis scrvi,de jeunesiches
g . . . A .
vierges de défaites et do victoires, viergss
surtout do talents militaires? Cela ne
“dsuffisnil-il prs amplement pour sauyer
désorminis la France? Muis pour fiire
“gnvaler aux Frangais lo sabro hypoerholique
’_gdo César Gambetta, il fullait de tout nécessité
Iquo Bazaine it un traitre—tout V'anciennc
- Yurmée Vetait avoo lui—ct tous less absin-
thours de la voillo pouvaient nspirer lura-
-3ment & in gloire de rastaurer Lo vicillo 16pue
tstion militaico de Ja Franco.”

£ Then nagnin the consideration prosses
itself upon us that ‘Trochu submitted to the
Revolntionists and nllowod himself to be
! proclaimed chief of the iwprovised guvern-
ment at tho EHotel de Ville, while, mn the
otlier hand, Baz ineso far resisted th . ltovo
{lution that lie tefused to know nuyting of it
by hearsay, and being without official war-
_iinnt for any othor line of ac.ivn, remained
*tine to the Ewmpire. Whether or not he
“Aens cqually loyal to the person of the
3Emperor may Lo an open question, tut it
“4is hanl to believo that for the ghost of »
clinnee of five or aix yearn’ puacr. at inost,
"“{im the positton of regent en canstaldo ducing
Jihe qinority of the Punee lmperinl, ho
;wolld have risked the glory (il the gains
of & lifetime. We giy  nothung more on
+isuch an issue as thus, but lewe it for the
_{ersuists ut present, amd for the lucky his-
‘#torfsn in tho futuro who wmny be able to
'5cle'ar up the doubt by reference to unnns-
“§ wepnble doouments. ‘That ‘frochn headwd
Zthe Revolution, and Baz.ne' opposed 1t;
# that Trochu s impeschment would fail to
& serve Gambetta, and that Baziines convio-
tion is Gambetta’s triumph, are obvious
facts. \When the train which brought the
news from Versailes arrived in Paris the
oiob was hardly kept back by a picket of
sergens deville.  ** What is tho news?” cried
one of themw to thie first man out of the
train.  “*Condemined to death unanimous-
Iy ' ‘Then the words ‘¢4 mort I”" rent the
mir, and the whole multitude cheered a la
Francaise by clapping their har ls in wild
gwnge delight along the streets  On, the
Boulevnrds the news spread like wildfire,
and cries of * Morta Bazaine!' where
everytung minglod with shouts aud cheers
ul exulttton,

After nll it will b- sud, the loyalty of
Bazaine must be judged by the evidence,
and guiled by that evidenco, his judges
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havo found him guilty. Itis not posiibl
in theso columns to discuss ¢ largo n sub-
joct, but it is permitted Lo doubtifa tribu-
nal, such as that assembled at Vorsallles,
and in tho present politioal circumstances
of Franco, has bean influenced by tho evi-
dounco alone. Wo mnay eny this without
impeaching the lonor of any officor at the
tablo; for, to say nothing of ** unconcious
cercbration,” it 1s only necessary to refor to
the oxact terms in which the four polats
woro submittod to the court to seo that
much of the ovidenco might bo considered,
conciontiously, as irrclevant to tho issuo.
Virtually, only ono quostion was submitted
to the court, **Did Marshal Bazsine, or did
be not,do all that duty and honor proescrib-
od?” T'his, it will will be seen, is a very wido

uestion, and it admits of being answered
in the nogative, even if, in the opinion of
tho judges, the most important witnesses
had fuiled in establishing their statements.
Very much, for oxample, rested on tho
question of the despitoh sent to MacMahon
on the 23rd, and the prosecution Inid groat
stress on the ovidonco they were able to
bring that 1t actually reached the marshal-
Novertheless, this testimony was rebutted,
and the fair conclusion is that tho despatch
did not rench him. The judges may havo
admitted tho fact in their own minds, and
yot may have conscientiously declared that
all was uot done that honour and duty dic-
tntod. Wo quolo this single item in the
evidonco to shiow that tho points submitted
to tho tribunal were so worded, ns to invite
o conviction on genoral grounds, whatever
might bo the conclusion of the court on
particular issues.  Wao are justified in this
view of tho caso by th: unanmimity with
whick the judges rocommended Bazaine to
morey. If he wero guilty the deathofn
dog would Ve too gooc‘f fou s0 great a crime
a8 his, and we do not Leheve thatany jury
of patuiolic Fronchuen could be found to
extenuate a ctime st wuco so base, uniso
disastrous in its cons quences. For this
renson we romain of the opinioun that the
prosecution of Marshial B.z.no hins been a
purely politlcal one, tiinly veiled uader the
disguise of a technical investigation by =
military court. That he committed faults
as e Commander in Chief 0! an army so
circimstanced ns to demand thit prompt
and masterly handling, which in overy age
constitutes groat gencralebip, is posably
true ennugh : it is for impartial nistory to
juige. ‘That he commilted the treason for
which he ius beon condemned, tve refuse
to bnlieLo in the interast of France herself,
whase shame it would be that ofio capable
of the baseness heis charged #ith could
risc to 80 great an eminonce—anad sink so
low.

‘Tnr following article from the United
States Army and Naoy Journal of the 27th
December, is & fair exposition of the value
of the Monitor Systemi. We aro satisfied
that a wooden frigate, such as the Shah,
properly handled in a sea way would make
short work of any iron clad in existence,
The deck scrapers are liko tho forpedoes o
novelty of no practical ut.lity.

4 The insufficiency of laminated armor to
resist heavy rifled ordnance having been
pointed out by prominent British officers,we
made the following explanat:on in our issue
of October 13, 1866. ¢ Woadvise our mari.
time friends not to calculate on finding
laminated armor only to practics sgainst,
should unhappily a conflicteyer ocour, The
"monitor turret is purposely so put together
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changod. So with regard to tho sido armor;
it forms no part of thoe hull, and may te
dotached and replaced at any time. The
armor backing and plating of the Pursuic
class of mouiturs were 1n somo instances
applied in little ovuer & month.”

It will bs rememberad that Captain
Shorard Osborn, in his memorable letter to
tho London ZTimes of Soptembor 23, 1866,
said, reapecting short ranges in connestion
with our monitors: * When it comoes to that
distanco, having a stestws erngine under
foot, thers will boa much closer hug, be
sssurod, and the boarders and 1iflemen with
nesdleguny will settle the quostion whether
English sailors have lost their cunning.'
Our reply was: **We oan assuro fhe gal-
lant Captain that neither cunning boarders
nor needle guns will avail against monitors,
for howover inviting their low dooks niay
appear, when the sea is not high cnough to
wash intruders overboard, our deck soesposs
will infallibly be at work— & ‘cunning’ con-
trivance consisling of elongated shells whiol
suddenly rise above the deck and iustantly
explode. Experimenison woodon reprosen
tatives of an enterprising enemy have
shown, that by this inhospitablo mode of
receiving visitors, a whole ship's crew may
be swopt off the monitor’s deck in an in
stant.”

“Now that unhap[;’ily a conflict may oosur,
have our monitors been provided with deck
scrapers 7~ has the laminsated plating becn
repluced by solid armor? 1f not, are we n
a povition to challenge maritime nations
provided with iron clad ships and rifled
ordn uce of heavy calibre? Our naval
suthorities canuot plead ignorancc regsrd.
ing tho resisting power of avmor of diffurent
kinds, sinca tho widest possiblo publicuy
has been given to the result of English and
coutinental riflo practice against srmor
plates of all sorts.  Accordingly, evorynaval
ofticer here and elsewhere, knows that the
eloven one jnch plates composing our moni
tor turrets may be casily penciratod by
chilled shot projected by mflo guus of
soarcely eight inch calibre. The Swedes,
who copied our monitors beforo thoe adront
of heavy rifiad ordusnce, have since abolish-
ed the laminated armor; tie turrots o thair
ast monitors and turreted gun-boats, ate
built of solid plates. The Norwegiany are
also now engaged in roconstructing thew
monitors, applying solid armor. The pub-
lished result of target practice at Finspong,
near Stockholm, is conciusive as to the uttor
inability of the laminated armor, whbich
necessity compelled us to employ during
the war, to resist chilloed cast-iron rifle shot
The rifled guns employed by the Syedes in
the target practice referrod to, sre made of
cast-iron hooped with steel bLands, on.the
French system, the boie being twentyéfour
centimetras or nine and one third inchea.
The targets, twelve inches in thickness,
vrere buitt-up of plates two ihches thio
composed of the best Swedish 1rou, bolt
together on the same plan as the plates of
the monitor turrets. The range was two
hundred yards, yet each ghot passed
through the target and two fest of wood
backing, entering the ban) of earth behind
the target to get a depth of sight feet.
Apart from this destructive effect, bolts and
splinters of the broken armor plates, weigh-
ing from 300 to 500 pounds, were detached
to each shot.

¢- With reference to Captain Osborn's ob-
jection, that the slow monitors may be
boarded by the crews of swift iron-clads, it
may be urged that monitors being intended
for harbourdefence only, aud drawing very



