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MISSION FIELD.

The Beginnings of Missionary Workin the West.

It was nearly 200 years alter Colambus'arrival at the east
shoro of this great wostern contineot, before anything was kaown
of this far western country. But we flad that as men did find
thoir way west littls by little, thoy woro followed closely by
minsionaries of the Soclely of Jesvs. In 1813, to quoto Mr.
Macoun, **Champiain as-ended the Ottawa and crossing to Lake
Nipisalog, psssed down French River to Lako Huron. While on
this oxpidition ho heard of Lake Superior, but it wastwonty-six
yoars aftor thie bofore a Frenohman laanched his canoe on the
Great Lake. Two missionaries of tho Socloty of Jesus roached tho
Inke in 1841 " Thus wo find that just so far west as any sottlo-
mont had gono, wmissionaries had, so far, followed close at their
heels. To 1878 two French gontlemen, Do Grosselier and Radison,
demnastrated tho existenco of a water routo from Lake Superior
to Hudson’s Ray by compassing Lake Superior, ascending the
Kaministisquia and crossing tho wators of the Rainy River,
following it to tho Lako of tho Woods, and thon following tho
Winnipeg River to Lake Winvipeg, thenoo doacending tho Nelson
to Hudeon'’s Bay This {s as nearly tho firat expedition to the
west as history gives us. though it {s possiblo othera had preceded
theso Frenohmen. From this on, the Hudson’s Bay company
began catablishing tottlements and trading posts jn meany diffcrent
parts of the west.  Other truding companies were aloo formed snd
betweon these and the Hudson's Bay Co. troublo arore. It was
in 1703 when tho first H B post wavoponed on the Red River.
About this time Lord Selkirk, by tbe purchaso of shares, gained
contro’ of the H.B Co. Hisright to tho territery was dispeted
and much trouble aroze: but he refured to give up his claim and
all attempts to overthrow tho company were futile.

But without cntering further into tho history of the country:
wo turn to moro directly view our subjeot. Tho first settlers in
Manitobs, viz., thoso brought iuto the country by Lord Belkirk,
who was himsolf a Lowlander, were Highland Scotchmen and
Presbyterians. With them, as Principal Grant Las put it:
¢ Religion was the principle of their lives, and their religion was
inextricably bound up with the aimple forms of the church of thoir
fathers,” Thoy would not have left their mountains and glens for
the prairics that, Lord Selkirk told them, wore ready for tho
plough, in the heart of an unknown continent, had he not
promiscd that a minister of their church would accompany them
to their now home.

But it was found difilcult to got & minister s0 o lay catechist,
James Sutherland by name, was sent out and did faithful work,
but was removed owing to the hostile influences of the North
Weat Company. But these noble families of Highlanders were
not without their Grelio Bibles, aud knew how, and what was
botter, loved to read them. They sang the plaintive Gmlio tunes
to tho Peaalms of David aud prayed as to a living God. No
minister of their own having been yet sent out, in 1820 thoy
welcomed the Rev. John West, a missionary of tho Church of
Eagland. Much was done by him snd other missionaries of the
Church of Kagland, {viz.,, Rev. D. T, Jones, Rev. Mr. Anderson
{bishop) and Bishop Alachray, (tho latter two being Scotchmen,)
to minister to tho specisl wants of theso Highlanders. But they
uover forge! their own beloved ohurch and aull hoped for a
minister of their own.

But at last the Church of Scotland, so long deat to their cry, in
1R52 sent the Rev. John Black to minfater to them. Taking aix
waeks on tho journoy from Toronto to Winmpeg, via the States,
he arrived and was welcomed and over after loved by those sturdy
Scotchmen, who, to the number of 800 left tno Episcopal Church
in ono day, with no thought of roproach on tho part of its Bishop
and with only foolings of gratitude to him. A mause, school and
atono church wero at once erocted, aud as the mason gazed on the
finished solid structure ho exclaimed, ** There! keep pouther and
ill handa aff her, and sho'll stand for a hunnor years and mair! ™

For fifteon yeara mora nothing was dono by the Presbyterian
Church for tha North West. Rev. Mr., Black was, to use
Principal tirant's words again, '* Buhop and Presbyter.” Tho
scttlement grow and in 1871 was ereoted tho firat Manitoba Collegs
bosido the Kildonan Church. But the most carnest early mision-
ary work in tho North-West was done by the Roman Catholic and
Avglican Churches, and whils the Scotch Church delayed abont
scading wnyono to miniater to her own peopls, these other
churches were workiog away faithfully among not only Englich
speaking poople, hut half-breeds and Indiana as well, slong the
Red River and North as far as Hudson's Bay and on the
Mackenzio Rivar, where they built churches and achools and found
many of their young men ready to teach, oven without remunsra-
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tiou in many oases. Thus the Church of England especially,
galned a great foothold in tho far north, and it fa a fact not atall
to tho credit of our own Presbytorian Ghurch, which we all love
botter than any other, that places are oven to-day to be fonnd
whero laborers of the Anglican porsuasion are faithfully discharging
their duties, srhile no Preabytorian has found his way to them as
yet as o preachor of the Gospel. This is trueinsume of the Indian
sottlements near James Bay, as I was informed last winter by
some who have spent the beat part of their livea in thess cottle.
monts in the employ of the Hudson's Bay Compaay ; and by one
man espocially who is & strong Scotabman, and endured the
Anglican form of worship all these years until recently, under
proteat. Of course it may now be as well for our church not to
fnterfere. But we turn now to the Romran Catholics and we find
that, as usual, they were not far behind the firat in poerforming
missionary labor in tlsir own way.

In an artiocle written by the lato Archbishop Tacbe's secreiary,
ho says Lord Belkirk, anxious to attracs to bic colony the Fronch
Canadians dispersed throughont the country, took the necessary
steps to scoure $he gervices of two priests; and the Rev. J. N.
Provencher and Rev. §. Dumounlin were sont, one (tho latter) was
a% & later dato cent to Pombina, whilo the former remuined in 8¢,
Boaiface and was made ite first bishop, where he remained until
bis death in Joue 1863. Ie sent inissionaries to the Saskatohs.
wan osuntry, to Athabasca, to British Columbia and Oregon ; eo
wo may coasider St. Bonifacs the hoadquarters of tho great Seld
extonding notth to the Arctio Ocean and west to the Pacifio.
Muoch self-denying and arduous toil was performed by devoted
mon in the Roman Catholic and Anglican Churches in the early
days of the North.-Wost. And whilo wohave a right as Presby.
terians to hang our heads for work that might have bsen done in
thoso days that was not dono, yet we may not forget that whena
Sootchman makes up his mind to do a thing it iz made and he will
do it or dio in the attempt, This the Presbyterian Church is
proving in theso days of missionary onterprise; andthat, together
with the fact that as bo beliave we haves, genoraliy speaking, mora
spirit and lesa form than any other Christian body, and also tho
fact tkat in all things we make much of the sovereignty and con.
trol of God, and the futility of man's ozon cfforts, is going to bring
her yot to tho front if she is not already thore, and mako ber the
most powerful factor, denominationally in the saving of souls, and
in moulding the oharactor of this great Western country.

Lot us profit by the loezons of the past, andlet us aleo ever re.
member that wo have a grand and nobla cause and that mach
responsibility xests upon us as Christian workers and as ssrvants
of God, for the maintenance of that cause ard for allowiog the
Holy Bpirit to » ork in and through us frsely, that we may prove
a power for good yet in the hande of an all-wiso and all-powerfnl
God, in the up building epirituslly, of this as yot but young and
virgin country, full of all the grandest possibilities it direoted in
right chanpels by thoso etationed in proutinent placesasher pilots,
who labor in the servioe of the King.—A, E. Caxp, in The Manitoda
College Journal.

Mission Ngtes.

St. Aungusting, about 420, remarks that many Ohristians of his
day thought that $he comiog of Christ was at hand, becauas, eaid
they, the Gospel had now bsen preached in all the world, He re.
minds thom how very far the Roman world is from being the whole
actual world., There stre, he remarks, many races, angd even nn.
known races, to which the Gospel had not yet been preached, and
to which God had not yet made it possible to preach it, ¢ Even
in tho hoart of oar own Africs,” says be, ' how many tribes there
aro of which we have no knowledge, and {0 wbich we have no
aoccess ! How different the caso now, as to the world at large,
avd as to Africs in particular! '

Tho Zeitschrift happily remarks that the Buddbist imitation of
the Sanday-sohool is jnst suoh a sign of the impending collapss of
Buddhism in Jspap, as Jullan the Apostaie's fatile attempts to
introdnoo Cbristian usages and institutions into his decsying
paganism was a sign of bis despair. Conscious imitation only
sucoeeds whan the principles ars the same; otherwiso it only
haatens ruin.

A new hall has beon opened in Florounos, Italy, and after a
monih'e experionos tho prospeots are enconraging. Mr. Nathanisl
A. Shaw, who is charged with tho work, is now giving a series of
historical lecturos on tho great reformers, ‘““and those,” ho ays,
“ aro boing Jistened to with the most rapt aitention by large audi-
ences.” Tho ontiro cxpense of fitting ap this hall has bsen mst by
a triend whoso name Mr. Shaw ia not at Jiberty to publish, but for
whose generosity ho thanke God and tho doxor,
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