
TRANS-ATLANTIC RETROSPEOT.

In repiy to similar requests in former years the trustees have been toid that
?Iinisters cannot urge its dlaims, because, although they may be entirely
disintercsted, yet appearances are against them, and thus, unless the officers
of the Churcli take an interest in the objeet, the collection is not made.

It thus appears that the want of' sympathy and co-operation of friends at
a distance bas not been fairly cliargeable to the people, but rather to a want
of management on the part of their leaders. When the dlaimis of the fund
have been set before the people it has met with no inconsiderable response;
and had it in ail cases been broughit under their notice the resuit would have
been ver y different.

The largest nuraber of contributing churches in any one ycar was Q,1 out of
75 or 80; while the number during the past year was only 15; and the result
bas been, not only a small aggfregate suai collected, but also mucli discour-
agremeit, to thoso Who have longrest ana most liberally contrWrnted to it.

The trustees have now a request to, make, and it is surely a very reasonable
one, namely : that each Pastor will inforai bis Churcli, through the iDeacons,
of the request that a collection shall bc made on th? aibeve nndSbah
and furthter, if consent is obtained, as douhtless will be in every case, lot it
be properly announced; and if there is any delicacy about personally coni-
meading its dlaims, tiien read to tbem. such parts of the Report (an abstract
of which appears in this number of the Canadian Independent) as may be
thouglit best, and leave it to th". judgment of tbe brethren to contribute as
they see fit. I1f the trustees coula secure the passing around of thc colleet-
ing bags or plates in each case they would have no fear of the resuit; the
amounts would in some cases ho small, pcrhaps a dollar or two, but a small
collection may ho as valuable an expression of sympatby as a large one, whule
the large number of collections wiii secure the desired resuit.

In another denomination wbere tbe request fur a collection is almost inva-
riably complied with, while the individual amouats vary from, one or two
dollars to over one hundred dollars, the total amount received lias sufficed to
inake their soheme exceedingly efficient, and sureiy our Congregational
Cburches ougbt not to ho loss prompt and liberal iii a work which, in our
case, is even more nccessary than theirs.

Ia a word then, thc Trustees ask the Churcbes : TVllyou give lthe ./itnd a
collection, or icill you not ? and if you du-let it ho ON TrIE FIRST SABBATI
IN AuGUST.

Moatreal, June 24t1i, 1862.

Wo resume our summary of thc May meetings, and regret that the space
at our disposai, does not allow us to notice inany societies which are really
worthy of notice, but which have flot tbe first dlaimn upon us. WVe begin
ivith the COLONIAL MISSIoNARY SOM~ETY, the twenty-sixth annual meeting of
whicli was hcld on the lOtti MIay ; E. Bail, M.P., ini the chair. IDr. Wilkes
was amongr the speakers, and gave a lengtheaed retrospeet of the work in
Canada, contrasting the state of the cause now with what it was wbcn hoe first
arrived bore in 1836. lIn the roview ho found niuch to encourage theni,
and many -rounds of hope for tbe future. Z


