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with the wftning mnoon. Vevnus, like a larnp;
Jupiter, m-ith a rivalling brilliaricy; M ars, with
its4 rud'lv glow; Saturxi, shining, steadily; and
the Moon, a silver ciescent. tWe now know
tliat.Ilupitfr, Saturn, and.M~ars 'vere in iieculiar
comlbination about the turnie b'tChrist was
horn. Wa8 that the star ? or is it more
than a coincidence that Chinese astronoinical
tables record about this saine period the ap-
peax-alce of a new star in the heavens ? 'ýSuch
appearances have f rom trne to turne heen
îioted: one, fur instance, by Tycho, which sud-
denly burst upon view (Novenilx 172)
shone as a star of the first magnitude for
about a year, and then gradually faded out of
sight. And in the seventeenth century anc..
t' ci star appea-red, when the planets were in
the same conjui -,ion as t.hey were at the pe-
riod in whiceh the Savi.., r wua born. We are,
however, left in doubt as to the " star," whe-
ther strictly supernatural or an a-strological
sign. Our leanings are decidedly towards
the latter.

The term. "«magi " (Matt. ii. 1), as coming
through the Greek, indicated a priestly caste
of Persians, but evidently bas a wider range
of meaning, if indeed the Persian magicians
are to bPe included in the termi as used in our
gospels. Jeremiah xxxix. 3, 13, contains a
proper name, " Rab-mnag." There is reason
to believe that the Hlebrew word really mieans
the prince of the Magi,' or chief Ch~Ldean or
astrologer. It is more than probable that the
word here denotes Eastern astrologers, though
their home is to us shrouded in mystery. "Su-
perstition often paves the way for faith;" and
as alchemy led 4- chemistry, astrology gave
energy to astronoiny. So the earnest seeking
of these wise men, under superstition, for Hum
of whose coming the entire Orient was expec-
tant, was allowed in the providence of God to
lead them. to the object of their search.

But Herod was, iii at easc when the King
of the Jews, now infant, was enquired for.
Intrigue and crime are poor foundations on
which to ereet a throne, or, indeed, anything
that must stand the test of eternity's storin.

"'The thief d:th lear esach bush an officer."1

We need not tarry on the well-known
story of the slaughter at Bethlehem, which,
though not mentioned by other historians, is
in such strict keeping with ail we know of
Hlerod, that we have no hesitancy in accept-

ing the record;- nor ho'w the tyrant, was qjuiet-
ly baffled by Hliîn whose " dresims " can
thwart a conqueror's energy is they cati
Soroly affriglit a guilty sou 1.

But what life did the Clirist live until the
tiine of His shewing unto Israel ? John and
Mark pass over the thirty years in absolute,
silence, not even gi ving a hint. Matthew re-
lates the visit of the Magi, the flight into
Egypt, and the return to ÏN azareth, and then
bis silence is as absolute as the others. Luke
supplies a hint or two-nothing more. He
wus circumcised <Luke ii. 21), presented at
the temDple (verge 22); at twelve years 01(1
accompauied his parents to the Passe ver-
shewed precocity in his converse with the
rabbis-returne d meekly home-wau subject
to his parents-alvanced in wisdomn and sta-
ture, and in favour with God and men (verse
51>. Froin the fact thiat Joseph's name no
more appears in the history, it bas been in-
ferred that he died during the early youth of
Jesus--a probable inference, nothing more.
So far, however, as home training entered
into the Saviour's character, the mother's
influence mnust have been felt; and she who
could say the " Magnificat " was certainly no
common woman. The history of the race
told, commented on, by such a teacher, must
have been fraught with spiritual power.
Evidently from those circumstances related
in Luke, the presentation, the Passover when
the child was twelve years old, ind&cate a
thorough religious training, in this case we
know removed fromi forrnalism, and there-
fore well fltted to nurture growth in the
favour of God. and the respect of man-for
even vice does respect virtue. The age of
twelve was of special import te a Jewish boy.
Up tilI then he was absolutely bis parents';
he no-w became a son of the law--could no
longer be sold as a slave by his father, and
must begin to learn a trade. That the Christ
did thus conform to the laws of lis nation is
plain from the question, "'Is not this the car-
penter ?" (Mark vi. 1). In late MSS., all
cursive, the addition is sometimes found, «"the
son of the carpenter "-not the only time
Christianity ba been ashamed of its Christ,
and presented a character more after ita owni
heart. Tennyson's reproof is not without
ground-
14The ohurchmen would kill their chnrch as the ohurobea

have killed their Christ."


