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friends of différent denominations in this city. In whatever other respects
Ottawa may prosper (and in many respects it je growing rapidly) may it; ever
advance in brotherly love nnd charity, and increase vrith ail the increase of God."1

More excellent n;usie was then given by tho choir, when a deputation of the
Ottawa Auxilliary Bible Society came forward and presentcd a hnandson-ely bound
large copy of thc Bible. The Rev. Mr. Wardrope spokie in a very complinientary
miner of Mr. Elliot, refcrring to bis usefuliessannd the esteem in ivhieh lio was
liold by his brother clergymen in this city. The Mayor, Mr. Friel, spoke of Mr.
Elliot's worth ns a citizen and a Christian. After a feiv remarks fromi the Rov.
31r. Stone the meeting closcd..-Froin Oltaiwa papcr.

Rev. E. Ebbs lias reccived a cordial and unanimnous eall to thc churcli at
Ottawva, whicbli e 8upplied for three Sabbatbis in April. Ve are sure that the
iwliole Congrgtoa brotherhood of the Domninion wouid second tlîis cal], if
tlîey %vere alloived te vote. Wc hope it mnay be accepted.

The I'ew-]Rent Question in Nontreal.- Our readers ivill remiember
that in the course of the present year, a vigorous discussion was carried on in
tbese pages on the Pew-Rent question, by niembers of Zion Chureh, Mlontreal.
hiiaconniection witli the re-opening of the chutrcli, the niatter was regularly broughit
up for discussion at a specitil church meeting, held on the 13th uit. 'l'le l1ess
gives an accouint of the discussion and its resuit, which wve regret that our spiice
forliids us fully to trariscribe, as, in the matter of the Weekly Offéring systeni, ZitOu
Chutrelh is " the inother of us ail" who practise it, and many churches will Le
aixious to know in detail what its long experience (twenty-one ycars) lias deve.
loped for or aninst the plan. Mr. Cornish's communication, on another page,
however, and the f.îrmer cnes of Mr. Wood and Mr. Clark, bring out ncarly ail
tia arguments used in the discussion.

"(Tlîe motion was to assess sittiuge, on a. scale varying according to the posi-
tion of tlîe pewvs, to, meet aIl expenses. An amendaient was nioved, te the effeet
that a lov scale of pew-rents should be adopted, se as to secure that; aIl paid
sonmcthing, supplemcnted by a weekly collection, in which full sîeope %vould be
ailowed for voluîîtary liberality. After a lengthy, able and barmlonious discus-
sion, the amendruent was put and Iost, and also, the main motion, botli by very
large majorities. A motion was then mnade to, adopt thiepurely frea systeru, allot-
titig no scats, and asking no one whftt le would give ; te, wbiclh an aniendruent;
was mnoved, approving and reaffirniing the plan adopted twenty ye-ars ago, and
instructing the trustees te allot the scats in the repaired building in accordance
therewith. This aniendruent was carried almoat unanit-nously, and all appeared
to lie satisfied that; every phase of the question badl been fully prcsented and con-
sidercd, and tlîat the clîurch liad, by an ov'erwhelmling majority, indicatel its
lireference. It slîould Le explained tlîat tic allotuent cf pcws and sittinigs is in
thie order of scniority on thic churelh-roll."

A discutssion of this nature, conducted and concluded in the good spirit here
nianifcsted, is an excellent illustration of the educating influence of tlîe cburch-
nieeting. Tie Montreal people have geL thcreby a grip of the voluxa.ary principle
tli.tt nothing cisc would give theai. Let this Le put to balance occasional out-
breaks under our free polity.

Testimonials to Rev. P. Hlastings.-This gentleman, who lias only heen
a short time in St. Johin, by bis cniality cf disposition and devotedness to bis
various duties, lias cndcared hiniself net only to, the Congregational Church, but
to our citizens gencrally. Hie and hie famuly being now about te, visit England
for a few menths, have recently been the objecte of manv acte cf kindness. The
Church lias made liberal arrangements for supply in the Pastor's absence. A few
adherents cf the congregation reeently prescnted Mr. Ilastirigs with a purse cf
$200. The Young Ladies presented substantial tokens cf their regard, the Young
Men au Address cf which any pastor miglit be prcud, and private individuals


