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Bremrbering the history of our profession, I thought it %ise
to, consuit the ChIefs of Benoh nnd Bar .:n England; and as Ire-
landi bas much the sa.e system and traditions, I at the sarne
tin e consulted thoEe in that land. Scotland has a law baSd on
the Civil Law as hat Quebec, and I asked the opinion of sorr.e of
the leaders in Scotland. Without a singlc exception, ai who
replied Nwere oppi.>sed tG a written Code of Ethica.

The opinion of the profession in the British Isle,,i is most
porsuasive, but, of cours-, it should not, it cannot ho considered
conclusive upon us, ho% ever closply %m are affiliated, however
r uch we og-P to the Mothýýr Country, however near the practice
of the Courts. Circuzir.stalices in thiE Dorrinion, as in othei
Don inions, rnay n'.ake a difference advisable if not irr perative
in systeiw.

As îigainst the practice in ý-h& Old Land we ir ay be inclined
to coicIer that iii the various States of the An, cencan Union-
the uisages of traQ!e and of society, the "genius of the people"
are n-uch mrore near our om-n in wrany of these States than in
England; while politicall,, %wo arc intenscly British (and have
no Ocesire to ehange our position), in the general conu nt of
bhusincss, and of intereourse, in forrn a.nd custon s 'N e are
incljned rather to the An erican. MGst of the Bar Assciations
of the vaiious Stattes of thie Union have their foriral Codles of
Ethies as has the general Society-the An'enican Bar Associa-
tion. 1 amn favoured in being au honorary nrr hrer of several of
these Bar Associations, and have enjoyed the privilege of frequent
and son-.ewhat close association with their irembers; and I
have found an almnogt universal approval, of the witten code.
Although in rnost cases other reasons %vere alleged for that
approval, I arn wholly of the opinion that in wany inst,ýnces that
viewv is due in no slight degre to the fact that the United States
and the separate States have ail a written Constitution. The
nind of the An-erican lam-yer naturally and inst;ictively inclines
to viritten formrulation of ail precepts, ail rules, all principles.

The différence in the connotation of the words "Conslitu-
tional" and "Iuconstitutional" in the Arnerican usage and
our own will illustrate rny ineaning. In~ the United States the


