
more ashanied of ny unbelief. *Ând now that r too have for-foited ail
claim to be believed I shial only ask you to listeii to a fcev more of* my

bird yar-ns, selecting suicti as wvill not iay too groat a strain. on your

imaginative powors.

It often ptizzled me how birds did for wvater in Nvinter wvhen snow

and ice covered alniost ail the avaiiablesources of suppty, and open water

was to be liad in but few places. The most naturat solution (in more

aenses than one) of the difficulty did not occur to mie tiii I happened to

observe a Goldfinch eating snow in February.
If 1 am nxot mistaken the tail, in its capacity of rudder, is generally

supposed to be un indispensable part of a birds otitfit, and I must confess

to a uiiar opinion, hieid tilt August of last year, when I saw i brnad

dayliit, and watchied for sonie time, a Night Hawk so titteriy devoid

of tait that it seerned as if the after haif of tho body hiad been chopped

off with it. And yet this bird wvas haiwkiing for its daily ineat of insects,

among" its brothjer.q3, and performing ail those graceful aeriat evoltutions

for ivhicii the species is noted, wvitli apparelitiy as mutch ease as any of

themn. I aiso read in the iast ntumber of the Ornithologist and Oologist>,
(one of our excchanges), of a Yellowv-billed Ctuckoo without a Lail having

been observed on its nest, and the question at once suiggested itself, by
what kind of accident are birds deprived of this iisefui appendage, or do

these instances mereiy indîcate the beginnings of a new phase of avian

evol ution, an alogous to that by Nvhich man bias attained bis present tail-

less eminencel

Tbough birds in generai conforîn more or ioss strictly to certain
miles in the selection of their building materials, we occasionaily find an

indi-vidual who sots these rules at defiance, and displays the originality
of a mnaster mmid in tte setection. For instance a IRobin's iiest found
in this vicinity a year or two agro embodied iii ith composition art,
literature, finance, and the manuifactures, art being rel)resented by a
akein of colored embroidery siik, literature by a newspaper clipping,
finance by a cancelled cheque on the Bank of British North Amierica,
and a fragment of a promissory note, and the manufactures by a piece
checked cottoni sbirting. It wiil be noticed that the builder showed
great impàrtiaiity exccept perhaps, as above indicated, an undue prefer-
ence for checks.


