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to the introduction of the phalunz, Na-
oleon guined his victories by concentrating
his furces upon a single point.— Nowion.

WHAT I8 YOUR LIFE?

« What is your life 1*—James iv. 4.

If God ask n question, we should listen
1o it, think of'it, and prepare an answer.
Here the Lord puts a question to us ; it
refers to the brevity of our mortal exist-
suce; he usks each one of us, *“ What is
your life '~ We think much of it.  We
make great provision for it. We spend
mach thought upon it. We are very
cureiul o preserve it.  Dul what is !
L.et us ponder this question. Let us give
it the aitention it deserves. lt is espe-
cinly suitable to us when shut up in our
sick” chamber, when aillicted and tried

meseeinent ol a new year.
ings may be great, our trials may be many,
hut they mwust be short, for what iés our
life * Letus kook
At its duration.  [tis exceedingly brief.
Nu one figure can set forth its brevity, or
sufficiently afle:t our minds with it, and
therctore mauy are employed. It is like
a flower which springs up under the influ-
ence of an eastern sun, which blossu.ns
for an hour, and then fades and dies. It
18 like a shadow, which lessensand lessens
‘until in a few minutes it is gore. It is
like the shuttle which flies fiom the wea-
ver’s hand, and passes before the eye so
swiftly, that one can but just see it and
say, It is gone. It is like the wind which
rushes by us ; we hear it, we feel it, and
it is no more. It is like the dried leaf, or
the thistle down, which is made the sport
of the breeze, and soon carried out oiight.
In one passage in the book of Job, we iiave
figures taken from three elements, to
represent its rapid (light. Itisswifter than
a post, which travels with the greatcs:
speed and makes no delay. 1t is like the
swiftships, with ali their sails spread, which,
with the canvass crowded, glide along the
watery way. [tislike the eagle hastening
to its prey, compelled by hunger; with
strong pinions it cuts the air, and is soon
at the point where it would be (Job ix. 25,
28). What, then, is your life? *It is
even a vapour, that appearcth for a litile
time, and then vanisheth away.” What
is it in retrospect # Look back over the
past ten or twenty vears; how swiftly
they have passed away ; and every vear
appears to pass more quickly than the last.
What is it in comparison 2 \What are your
thirty, or forty, or even seventy vears, if
compared. with the age of the antediluvian
“patriarchs, — Methusnelah for instance?
aint what are thev in comparison with
eternity * Think of endless duration, of
.neriunable ages: and while you think
Xf the n, “ What is my life " Ah, what

jmorse and sorrow,

| delight.
witih losses and crosses, or at the com-:
Our suifer-;

Jor God, and then in eternity we shall live

Jellow-men; the design of our life is to

o~ -

No comparison can be drawn, but the
thougiit ay be improved.  May the Lord
help us o improve it

‘This naturally loads us to enquire,

Whot isitsuesign 7 Why was life given,
us! Why is it continued 1o us? 1t has
reference to three parties. First, fo our-
selves ; and the design is to prepare us for
eternity.  We must live fur ever; but:
how depends upon the present. 1f we
live in sin here, we must live in sufforing
for ever. i time is spentin folly, eter-
nity will be spent in Liver, unavailing re-
If we believe in Je-
sus, exercise repentanee toward God, are
renewed in the spirit of our winds, and
devota our lives to (od’s service, then!
eternity will to us be an endiess existence
in pleasure, satisinction, and unspeakable
1In reference to God; the design
of our life is to glorify him, which we can
only do by believing bis promises, em-
bracing his Son, observing his precepts,
and consecrating our time end all our
talents to his praise. Here we shoulil live,

with God. Here we should aimy in all
things to honour God, and then iu eternity
God will honour us.  In reference (o our
benefit and to do them geod.  No one is
ereated for limsclf.  liach one is bound,
w his fellow, aud every one should aim to
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Ah, who shall say? \Who can descrile,
what language can set forth, the impor-
tance of our present lite? 1t is the bud of
being ; the flower wiil not open on this
side the grave. 1L is the vouth of exis-
tence; we shall not be full-grown in this
world. Itis the seed time of eteiniy;
what it sown now will be reaped in a
changeless state. It is the iutroduction
to inmnoriality.  What then is its impor-
tance? Ask the dying sinuep, whose
eyes are just opened, wiore soul is jnst
nwakened to the solemuities of the eternn]
world.  What reply wili he give? Look
at his death-struck countenance, mark
the expression of his half-glized eye, hear
the accents of his tremulous voice; but Le
fuils, he tri s in vain to set forth the im-
portance of the presentlife. Ile exclaims,
“Q that I had wy time over again! O
that I had one year, one month, oue
week, of the time 1 have squandered !
But wishing is in vain.  *'The harvest is
past, the summer is ended, and I'am not
saved.” 'The imporiance of life I cannot
describe. The value of time I can never
declare.” Ask the lost soul.  The soul
which, like the rich man lifis up its eyes
in hell, being in torment. Despair now
rules over the immortal spirit.  Agonies,
ieyond - description, torture the never
dying intellect. What is its estimate of
the importance of life? But it would re-

benefit the whole,  We should serve (nlll‘%qL":'e'] ﬂfncw ]:\r;gll,'mgle :0 deb‘;“be’ un-
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in folly, it we do uut u-e it o secuie ouri'® e.; imuie of the precious giit. nly in
e L wremote God's zlopy, | the daptlis of hell. or in the highest hea-
eternal salvuiion, 1o promote God's glory, ) LA Ay
. e the hohiness and happipess | YN 1s e value of life really known,
and to adv ince the holisess and happiness! 0™ 7 . ; . h
. . . i'Ihe glorified saint, while Le tunes his
of vur fell..w.men, ! . . .
tgolden harp, sings his never dying song,

Whet ix dtn churacter?  Looking at its.
waturd checacter, it is a git conlerred!
upen e by our bonpsiizient Creator. A
gifi which,if rigltdy used, will prove in-
vatuable 3 but wiich i abused, will be an
cecasion of ewrnnl regret,  God gave us
life; he placed us Ligh n the scale of his
creatures ; e made us capable of'serving.
enjoving, und glorifying him for ever; he
has given us aixo the nieans of grace, set
before us the way of salvation, nnd pro-|
mised his Holy Hyivit uoto them that ask|
him. Havirg yvenus lite, he hascrownod
that life with 1ving kindness and tende
mercies, and lins oinced out the way Ly
which we may ob'iin everlusting biessail-|
ness. . But let us fouk atits zoial charac-
ter, what is our hfe in reforence o oltiers?
Is it exemplary ? Is it convincing? s it
useful? ls it likely to mnke a good im-
pression? What is our life in reference
to ourselves? ls it holy or profanc? Is
it godly or ungodly ? Is it becomiug an
immortal being, one who must live for
ever? This view of the subject is not

i lect the soul.

sufficiently attended to by many. Is it
by us ? - ]
What is the imporlamce of our life?

and drinks in pure and celestial pleasure,
can estimate, bat not fully describe, the
importance of this present life.

Sinner, what is your life? lsitsin?
Time spent in opposing God?!  Tine
squandered upon folly 1 Time drevined
away 1o no useful purpose 1 s it trifling }
Oh, how many trille away their precious
time!  They despise their own souls
They live as if existence were bonnded
by time, ond all bevond were annihila-
tien. lsit folly? How many live foola?
I'hey provide for the body, but they neg-
They live for time; but
they luse sight of eternity.  The accejted
lime passes away unhkeeded. ‘The day of
salvation is spent in sin. ‘They only lay
a foundation for everlasting self-condem-
untion, and open in their own hearts a
source of never ceasing agony. Believer,
what is yonr life?  1s it Chris? Can you
say with Paul, ¢ For me to live is Christ?”
Does Christ live in you?! Are you spiritu-
elly minded, and do you find it life and
peace? Isita wise preparation for eter-
nity? Are you living now as you will
wish you bad lived by and byel Life is



