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WONPERS 0F TRE ATMOSPHE1IE.

Thougli the Bible is not a book of. science, yet the revelations of scence
qhow that the mind whiclx inspired the writcrs of the Seripture records
undcrstood the secrets of nature, and lias incidentally rcvealed sonie of'its
lays and effects. The author etf the Book of' Ecclesiastes lias furîîishQft
one illustration of' this, and iniost beauti fully describes the provision %v.-iehi
nature contains for prescrving the liariiony of' its operations. Iu tie fiirSt.
chapter, Gtli and 7thi verses, hoe says, Il The wind gocth toward the south.
and tu rnetli about unto thc north;- it Nvlirlethi about eontinuilly, and 't'le
windl returncth agaiin accordingy to bis circuits. Ail the rivers run intu

the sea; yet the sea is not full, unto the place froni whience the rivers
ýcolne, thither thcy retura again." Now, ire do not undertake3 te decide

4cbther or not Solonion understood the thcory of' atniospheric currents.
crvaporations, and the precipitation of' these vapours in varieus parts (f
the eartlh, as science in its present st.ite or' advancemient teaches, yct lie
has iost correctly describcd the truc cause by wliiclî the rivers are fur-
nishied îvith supplies for their ever-flowing streains, and the oceans and seas
arc kcept within their appoiatcd bciunds. The iigh1ty engine whici pire-
qerves this balance eof nature is %vlbat Solonion e.ills "6 the wmnd iii his cir-
cuits."'

An oricntal philosopher* describes the atinosphere as a, « sphierical
shieli" surrounding our plainet, and uponi its voiidcrf'ul properties the Mnost
important resuits are dependcnt. " Softer than the softest down-More-
impalpable flian the flncst gessamier-it leaves Ille cobweb undisturbed,
and scarcely stirs the lighitest flower that fecds on the dew it supplies; yet
it bears thù foocts of' nations on iLs wings arotund thc world, and crusbes
the iuost rcfractory substances withi iLs wveiglit. 'When in miotion, iLs force
is sufficient to level tlic nmost stately forests and stable buildings w'ith the
Earth, to raise the waters of the ocean juite ridgcs like miountains, and
dash hIe strongest ships to pieces like toys. It w'arins and cools by turns
the eartlî and the living- creatures thalt inhabit it. It draNys uLp vapouis
froni the sea and lands, retains thein di.soived in itseIf, or suspended in
cistérias of' clouds, and throws tieimi domain as raja or dew, %vlben and
whcre they- arc rcqluired." TI±ib 1dtur proporty and office of' the atinos-
pliere is the subject of' our preýceîît eidhibition of' the various agencies por-
formled by this wondcrful Machine. To distribute inoisture over the sur-
fitee of flic earthy and to teinper the ciniiate or' different latitudes, appear
to be tive of' the great offices a,-si- -nud by the Ci eutur te the attaiesphere.

Wlien we consider the uuniber of great and ,imall rivers pouring their
waters into the sea day after day, and ý .tr after ycar, and yct perceive

* Dr. Bairit, of floinbiy.


