
MINISTERIAL EXPERILENCE THIRTY YEARS AGO.

It may be instructive and interesting to those ministers and mecinbers Of
the Wesleyan Church who arc now rising into active life, to know 110w thecir
brcthrcn fared and laboured one generation past-that is, takzing .thirtyj
*ycars for a generation. This niay be also valuable as slîowing wbat Canada
owcs to Mcthodism, and by what mieans the Methodist Churchi lias corne to
what it is. The author of thec present paper is aided iTI this endeavour by
being in possession of a veritable journal, kcept by a thon youthful precacher
of' tiwentyone ycars, wlho, youn as hie was, was plit.ed ini charge of a circuit
of' soine importance, such as circuits wcre in that day. It will show the
disadvantages that nien had to labour un der, who hiad to perforai their work,
and educate tlienselvcs without bookcs, or with suchi as they miet by chance,
and witbout, a homie in which to study. Soine of the sentiments of the
youngr preacher, as set) down hclow, may be incorrect; and sonie of our
more faivoured young moen rnay sinile at the simnplicity of some of bis reniîarks,
but they are given, not as standards of' opinion, or patterns of style foi' the
present tirne, but as specimnens o? liow our predccssors thoughlt, wrotce, and
acted thi«?l ypears ago. If wec a stir up any of tlîis generation to irnprove
their superior advantages, while we niso furaish m-aterials for the future
historian o? Canadian Methiodisai, and for the pen o? the religious lUterati'ur,
we shail have accomplishced our purpose:

(EXTRAICTS FRObI THE JOUJR' AL.)

"Selte??bcr 2lst, 1831, P>- ÛierciLt-Arrivcd lîcre last niglit about
9 'lcbeing appointed to this place for another year. It is pot without

f'ear and trcibling I resuine mn labours. Fi.t, on accounit of the tr-cachcry
of' miy own licart; and, secotdl!z,, because o? the well-known instability of
this people. But myj trust is iii God: as lie, in thie order o? bis providence,
bas brought nie back, I fuel assured lie will bring nie through. 0 tlîat 1
may be made humble and holy!1 My determination is to try and 'bo so.

"I1 have in hand at present as studies,-Wa.tts' Log-,ic, Olîîcy's Cyeog-ra-
phy, and Ray on Creation; aind 1 hope to proscute the study of Grck
this year. The plan I propose is this :-lst. Rcad four ohapters ini the
Bible wlien 1 risc; 2nid. Study iDivinity and Sermions the reniainder of
the forenoon; 3rd. Study Science or Languages in thie afternoon; and
4tlily. Read at nighit.

" I find many on nîy circuit il]. M1ay the Lord sanctify their affliction
te the good o? their souls!

"October 2nd.-It is cheven days since I wrotc last; during ,wlîiehi tirne,
1 have preached eiglat sermons. I have foît much o? God's, presence and aid.


