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whatever day is observed. that a Sabbath
is to be observed, is abundantly obvious,
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REMARKS
ON THE
“ Reply of the Synvd of the Preshyterian
Church of Nova Scotia, to the Letter
¢t the Iree Church Synod de-
clining the Union.”

BY THE QEV. PROFLESOR RING.

Eicnrn Artiens

It says lirtle for the principles ot the
brethren of the Presbz terian syuod that,
with a case before them such as has been
deseribed in the preceding Articles, they
reem incapable of obsurving any thing
but mere teeling to account tor the sepa-
ration that was efivered at the Disrupti-
on. According to them, the grand ma-
nifestation in the Disruption, and in the
continuance of the separation which was
then accomplished, is that ofa lhearty
dislike to the Established Church ; and
they secn wiiling to take some credit to
themselves o nct sympathising in the
feeling. Rer -rring to what they would
wish the public to believe to be the real
ditferences betwen the Iree Synod and
themselves, they sav, “ when cleared of
extrancous matter, the amonnt of them
is, that we do not dislike the Bstablish-
ed Church of Scotland ~o heartily as
they do, and that we are move farourably
disposed toward the United Presbyterian
Church. They do not object to our faith
or practice, but only to our feelings to-
ward third parties, with whom we are
not connecied, and for whese acts we
are not responsible.” The case of the
United Presbyterian Church will be con-
sidered in its own place In the mean
time, with respect to the Established
Churceh of Scotland, the principle of the
above exiract secems entirely 1o corres-
yond with the sentiment embodied in
the following scntence cxtracted irom
Mr. Trotter’s Letter which appeared in
the * Guardian” of September 7th, 1849,
“ Qur owa scparation trom the Church
of Scotland Laving been a distant event,
time had closed the wound it had occasi-
oued, and permitted the return of a kind-
her feeling, than at first exis'ed between
the two bodics; and we perhaps did not
make sufficient allowanee in our caleula-
tion on the subject, for the influence on
your minds, of the sevare contest in which
you had been sorecently engaged.” And
do these brethren real{y wish it to be
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understood that it was a matter not of
principle but of feeling which induced
their “ fathers of the Secession” to with.
draw from the waderate majorities  of
their day ? Do they wish it to be un-
derstood that it was a matter not of prin-
ciple but of feching that kent themselves
and their predecessors in this Provinee
aloot” from a connexion with the Ista-
blished Church of Seotland, but that
now when theee feelings have had time
ta cool, now when certain wounds have
boeen closed up—and simply through
lapse of time—they have no objection 10
an incoryoration ¥ I this is vot the im-
port of the language just quated, it is chi-
ficult to sce what cau be its meanine;
and, if' it is, then, whether it represents
themselves in a correet liht or not, it is
mos' unguestivnably a grictons misrepre-
sentation of their * fathers of the Seces.
sion.”  They dil indeed  contemplate,
and hope for. and pray for, a return to
the Iistablishment — T'hat veturn, howe-
ver. they regarded as a thing that would
be either practicable or lawful not when
time might have dosed their wounds or
soothed their irritated teciings, but when,
and only when, the grievances which
had driven them from the Establishment
might have been redressed

In as far as the Free Charch is con-
cerned, there 13 no need to maintiun that
her supporters were altogether raised a-
bove the ordinary workings of human
feeling. There was much to call forth
the expression of feeling, and of strong
feeling too : and as, on the one hand, it
may not be very easy even for the most
advanced christian, when contending ear-
nestly for the truth in opposition *o mean
trickery, or base treachery, or ruthless
oppression, 10 guard agamst the exhibiti-
on of some emotion which he might after-
wards wish had been suppressed ; so nei-
ther, on the other kand, is it greatly to
be desired that, in such a struggle, his
movements and feclings should be adjust-
ed to suit the taste of those who have no
sympathy for the cause in which he is
engaged  The noble spirits, however,
who really bore the heat and the burden
of the day, whatever confessions their
own ingenuous minds may have prompt-
ed them occasionally to make, were not
the parties who expended their strength
in the mere cxpression of feeling. An
investization of the facts of the case may
show that the strongest expressions of
fecling, on the side of the Free Church,
came from some who, when the decisive
step was to be taken, found it convenient




