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ofthe whole lessor, showing what takes place in vers
27-10 between (a) and (2); in 81-88 further between («)
und (&) in 84-0. 1 between (a) and (%) and ().
[N. B. Do not read what immediately follows until you
have made your own summary.] The summary should
read substuntinlly thus:

In vers. 27-30 Jesus, asking the twelve who the
people say Jesus of Nuzareth is, receives three
replies ; asking themi who they say he is,
Peter responds for himsell that Jesus 1s the
Messiah ;  Jesus then charges the twelve to
keep the mutter secret. In vers. 81-83, when
Jesus foretells his own erucifixion and resurrection,
Peter rebukes him, und is in turn rebuked by Jesus
for his lack of spirituil-mindedness, In vers, 84-
9.1 Jesus instruets both the people and the twelve
s to alike neceseity for self-denial and suflering on
the part of all true disciples of Jesus,

8ec. 5. Condense into three topics: 1. Jesus is the
Messiah. 2. The Messiah must suffer. 8. The Disci-
ples of the Messiah must Share his Sufferings.

11, Study of Details
[Parallel passages, Matt. 16. 13-28; Luke 9. 18-27.
Compare the earlier confession of Peter at Capernaum.
John 6, 66-71.]
I. Jesus is the Messiuh (vers, 27-30).
27. Went out.  Probably from Bethsaida (ver, 22).
i ¢ villuges, where he would not be
i Philippl. Locate on

map and C
The site is to this day & romantic one, not unlike that
of gome of the Swiss towne, nestling at the feet of gre
mountains,  Hard by the Jordun bursts out of a rocky
wall, where, as at the source of the Abany, the remaing
of a Greek temple may yet be found, By the way,
Where nobody would overhear what he suid. Under
the open ky where one could see that no outsider was
within heariug distunce. Asked. The Greek tense
depicts the inquiry us containing something important.
en. I Greek suggests a contrast between human
opinion and divine knowledge. Hnr.‘ As their delib-
D¢

erute personal opinion. They hud been preaching
among the people on their recent missionary tour, and
had opportunities for noting the popular attitude and
feeling. Whut Herod said, chap. 6. 165 what bis

ers, 0. 14, 16 ; what the Nazarenes, 6. 3 ; what
the seribes said, 3. .

Baptist. Why? The crowds (1, 5);
the preaching (1. 15); the bold rebuke of the rulers
(Matt. 8, 7-0: Muark 7. 6-13)  Elijah., Why* Reflect
(Mal. 4. 5, G). One of the prophets. A preacher, a
mirucle-worker, of uncertain identity: perhaps Elisha,
Isaiah, Jereminh. One of that eluss certainly who
#pake as God moved them, Who say ye. Does the
prophetic theory satisfy you! Do you think I am only
one of the prophets, foretelling a Meesiah yet to come?

29. Ye. After months of cureful training and
private instruction. As in 8, 84; 4. 11, he separates his
disciples from the rest of the people. What 0 you <ay,
reader? The Christ. Greek for *‘the Messiah."
Matthew adds, *“ the Son of the living God."

30. Charged. Spoke solemnly, even sternly, ag
though the matter were very important. In Matthew
Peter is told that the knowledge of this fuct is a revel-
tion from God and is the key to great epiritunl power
among men.  Note the nbsence of Peter's blessing
(Matt. 16. 17-10) here. Why? Humility of Peter. Tell
noman, That he was the promised Messinh, Whyt As
et ** Messinh ™ meant to the popular mind * Jewish
King." See John 6. 15, Messiah would he to the
hated Roman government what Moses was to the
Egyptian government of his day—a military chieftain
and a statesman. Ie would be another David,
leader who could feed nine thonsund men on a few
loaves and fishes, who could still # storm with his
frown—how long would it take him to eapture the
Romun province of Syviu and make himself Master of
the Mediterranean? "What patriotic Jew would not
sce in such a one his ideal ** Messjah *

I1. The Messiah Must Suffer (vers. 31-33).

31. Began., Now that they accepted his Messial-
ship. Teach. If he were only a prophet, he wonld
not need to teuch them that he would suffer and die,

That was the well-known fate of prophets (Acts 7. 52),
‘I}&E tnat a Messiah lhg:ld rml!er and die, that

10, ) 82, Junuary JOURNAL. Must,
with the divine counsels ave suffering in-
flicted upon him. This was in the sharpest contrast to
the popular expectation of a divinely gifted leader
and commander of the people, who should breuk fn
ulmw his foes like a potter's vessel, Suffer? What !

e who had relieved so maay others from suffering ¥
(1. 335 6. 56.) Many things. Emphatic, in Greek.
Wejeeted. Denied that support of the ruling classes
without which popular success seemed impossible.
The.  Notice the sulemn_enumeration of the spiritual
authorities of Israel. Killed. Imagine the effect of
Moses announcing at the Red Sea that he should be
killed, What kind of a Messiah 18 this, who instead of
Killing his enemies is himself to be killed 7 The words
send a chill to every disciple's heart, They searcely
bear the next sentence. After three days. Instead
of *'ut the last day "' (John 11.24.) Shall'rise again,
Shall vindicate his true Messiahship In the mos'  murk-
able way. The words were too welghty © pon-
dered 5 not till afterwurd (9. 815 10, 83, 84) 4| they be-
®in to make an inference,

32, Plainly, Without the use of hor, He
had spoken in 2. 20 of himself Oguryt 15 a bride-
groom who should one day be taken from them.
He now said he should be killed, & him.  Took

him apart from the other disciples, 11 would not vent-
ure to say what he wished to say before them, The
“him" is emphasized in the Greek ; took aside for re-
buke the very One whom he had just declared to be
the Messiah. * His act belied his words. Began. Not
*rebuked,” but * began to rebuke.”  This word 1s in-
serted to Indicate cause and effect. to indicate that the
first clear revelation of the fact that the Messtah must
s caused Peter's abrupt but instinetive utterance,
Rebuke, With what words? (Matt. 16, 22) Such a
doctrine seemed to Peter snicldal. The feeling of
4, 21, ** he I8 beside himself,” seized him. He voiced &
human view of the Messiahship. God's thoughts were
uot as his thoughts (Isa. 55, 8),

33. Turned about, To see if any one was near
enough to hear what Peter had ant added to his con-
fession of Jesus’s Messiahship, eing his disciples,
Who had followed Peter, and had overheard his adden-
dum to his confession, Rebuked, Sternly and
solemnly censured him for his fatal error. Paul after-
ward had to reprove him (Gal. 2. 11-21) for again mis-
understanding the divine counsels, Get thee hehind
me, Hold no sucl tation before me (Matt. 4, 10 ;
John 12, 27,)  Mindest not.  Dost not comprehend the
divine proprieties (Luke 24, 26; Heb, 2. 10) ; the divine
necessiiies (John 12, 24; 11, the divine ends
;Jo!lllr:j:i.u %), Later(Acts 2. #3; 1 Pet. 1,11; 8, 18)
he did,

1II, The Disciples of the Messiah must Share his
Sufferings (ver. 84-9, 1).

34, Had called the people. The scene is clianged;
heisnolonger * by the way ' (ver. 27), but in one of tie
towns of Cesaren i’hiliy-pl. Deny himself.  Renounce
allgelfish interests as 1 have. Stephen, 7. “wul, Acts
20. 22-24; Rom. 9. 3; Macedonians, 2 . 5; Moses,
Exod. 32. 82, 'With what passionate vigor Peter subse-
quently did the exact opporite (chap. 14, 81, 71). Take
up. The word means to take up of one’s own nccord
(2.9,11,12). Crows. Jesus had not i'et revenled how
he should be “killed™ (ver. 81). The people were
fumiliar with the crue] Roman method of punishment,
and this figure would have peculiur force to them.
Neither they nor the dIrrITIeA could huve yet under-
stood it as a propheti~ allusion to the method of Jesus's
death. This was only another wuy of suying, * Deny
thysell." Follow. Greek, * Follow and keep on foi-
lowing." View life as I do (John 4. 34; Mutt, 20, 28).
Bave. By refusing to deny himself and follow Christ.

35. For. Introduces first reason for suying * take
ur his cross," Life. His worhlli'. 4% contrasted with
his spiritual, life, It. Spiritunl life. Life in the
ampler gense (John 10. 10). Save his Nfe. His nat-
ural life, be **killed " (ver. 81), John 16. 2. For my
wake. For believing in and adhering to me, as in Acts
4.10,2. And the Gospel's. For preaching the Gos-
pel. Save it. His life in God. Stephen did, Acts 7.

5; Paul, Phil, 1, 21, “to die ie gain; ** 2 Tim. 4. 8.

36. For. Second reason for taking up one's cross,
Profit.  To descend to the sinner’s own selfish and
human view, Gain. By den{lnn the spiritual life its
rights, To provide one's seif with every variety of
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