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sonie incidents of .Scripture and churcli history, are siînilarly framed i»
architectural surroundings and decorate altar frontals. Indeed this figure
subject embroidery may be said to stand in relation to decorative needlework, as
fine i5th and i6th century Flemishi tapestry hangings with their wealth of figule
compositions illustrating religiaus, niythical, poetical, and historical incidents, do
to tapestry-znaking generally. In the later of these figure subjects, -whether
done in enxbroidery or in tapestry weavixîg, the compositions are depicted with
less of that earlier fornîality of treatment which couducts so directly to pure
decorative effect.

A more realistic treatmnent succeeds the forinality and leads to pictorial
resuits wvith subtieties of rounded froîns and aerial perspectives. An exaxnple of
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this realistic treatnient is given in Fig. ?o5, which is taken froni a panel of
niixed needlework and painting upon white satin. Here we have Santa Chiara,
attended by twvo nuns, exposing the Sacred Host at. the gateway of her convent
of Sa» Danxiano at Assisi, and so repelling an attack of Saracen wvarriors, who
are falling back on each side of the gateway. The faces and hands of the
various figures are painted with water in tenmpera or body colors ; the lips, eyes,
bair, and the contour of the figures being enbroidered with very delicate colored
silks in short and split stitches. The costumes for the nîost part are wvorked iii
long and short stitches taken in regular seiies. The leading lines of the folds
-ire nîarked with gold or silver cord stitciied down ; and soine of the hig lights
on the draperies are picked out wvith gold and siîver threads. The nîasonry
about the gateway is of gold thread " couched "; whilst the sky and outer -%val
of the couvent are of blue, wvhite, and creani colored silks, worked in long
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