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C(rods. The reader is mnade to feel at once thiat the littie band
of wanderers from Troy are quïte po'verless of theinselves, but
swept alongcI on the streain of futc wvhich is 1o0vi2lg irresistibly
and grandly to IRomne, the grreat oceanm of tiic and hinnanit.

The gods thieiselves cannot -stop the streami of destiny,
and Juno's ~vahis as powerless as- Dido's love. Even Jupiter,
who shakes the Nvorld with bis nod, imust hoki the balance
justly and let the Fates fulfil thecir decrees. Back in thie 'omib
of chaos Rome wvas b)egotteni, and now tlhc Finie of birth is full.
Jealous grods and goddesses conspire to prevent iLs acluevement,
aiid the clernents theinselvcs are used for attackz and defence.
The contest wages in earth, sky andi ocean ; anti continents are
baittle-groundics. 0The desfiiny of Rome 1Gods and men contenci-
ing,, sonme to proiiiotc and soine F0 prevent ! Surcly a, noble
thenie for an epic, and niost nobly hiandled!

IFuIl appreciation of the-, .Z1lneid dexnands, of course, not
only the sympathetic and frequein recading, of the entire pocm,
but a, large acuitnewith the ancient systenis of law,
religion,. social life and politics. Likze ail literary masterpieces,
iFs Power is benieath the surface; and iF grows iii beauty and
strengt.h, as you live with it and mnake it a frienci.

School-boys aire unable, froîn lackz of tinme and from lack of
easy familiarity with Latin, to rcad thc twclvc bookis. If a
selection is t0 be madle, Flhc first two books afford vcry inter-
csting inatter. The thirdl book is a. weakz imitation of 11{omcr,
and is not F0 be compared with the others in interest or in
perfectioni of finish. The fourth book, wbichi na,,rra-tes the love
and suicide of flido, is one of the most remarkzable literary
Products of antiquity. Nowhiere cisc may be found a female
character approacini-g so nearly the modemi literary type as
Pido. There are passag"es in this book worthy of Scott, or
even of Shakespeare. The fîft1h book is not essential to the
course of the epic, and nîiighit be p)assed over, althoughi the
description of the athîctie contests would probably f urnishi
interesting inatter to school-boys.

The climax of the E lieicl is iloolz VI, whlichi gives an account
of AZneas descending into Ilades, conversingr withi the ghost of
his fathier, and beholding, as they lie unborn iii the womb of time,
the great leroes and events of iRoman history. *Xe have hiere
two thenies that wcll nuiighit inspire the noblest genius, the great-
ness of Mie Roman civilization and the rnystery of Flhc future
life. Virgil hiandies thern both Nvithi rare power and skill.

In company -%vith the spirit of his father Anchises and the
Cumîean Sibyl, Az1neas Nvanders Flirougli Flhc Elysian Fields and
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