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side by side with it, that it is an inspired Book, and that the sanie Spirit
who made known its contents te holy nien muet in somei meastire be received
by every one w'ho would correctly isiterpret it. In these times muen need te
approach the Word of God reverently, and to depend with chi)dlike tench-
ablene8s upon the H-oly Spirit that its meaning may be understood, %nid its
influite richness fully appreciated. And whatever else God may deny te
men, He will net deny Bis Holy Spirit te them tlîat ask it.

THE EIGHTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE~ BRITISH AND
FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

Tu£E Annual Meeting was held on NVednesday, May 6th, in Exeter Hall
Lenden. The Chairmaan, the Right Hon. the .Earl of Shaftesbury, K.G.:
President of the Society, said -Il Dear friends, perbaps yeu will allow
nie, before ire proceed te the business of the day, te explain that 1 eau niake
no speech, aud that 1 can reniain with yeu but for a very short tume. It has
pleased Ged te lay me altogether aside for nearly twelve menthe, and this ie
the first publie duty that I have been able te discharge during that tie. 1
feel most dcepty grateful te be permitted te do se, for it would have gene te
niy heart if now, fer the. first time in more than thirty years, 1 should have
been unable te he pre8ent at this anniversary, particularly when there is such
a Repo~rt as that which we have just Iistened te, which records that thora
has been a larger circulation of the Seritures during the past year than bas
been known in the previeus laîstery of the Society for more than eighty years.

" Do let me press upon you what, I censider tu have been almost the greatest
werk achieved b3 the Society during the past year-I mean the publication cf
the Penny Testamernt, which has been given te the public in a deceut forai
aud in legbl prn 1 believe that the Committee, and the publie at large,1
have no conceptien of the wighty influences for geod ivhich they have set on
foot by this production, aud ef the nîighty resuits whichi are te foleir.

IlNoir, it has net been in xny power during the hast tirelve menthe te go
among the people as I was always, in the habit of doing; but 1 have had mlv
information frein. miot reliable sources, and it is in full confirmation cf whJt
1 saw myseif about a year ago. What 1 arn about te say 18 almost iîîcredlible,
and 1 dare say those who listen te me, who are not very rauch in the habit
oi going among the niost deetitute and degraded classes of the conmm.uity
ivill hardly believe it; but in ne peried cf the history of the world was tlicie
ever such a mevement among the meet degraded, the most miserable, anid
itpparently the most abandened and hopeless clase of the coîlmunity tovarde
a 1-nowledge of the Word. of God, as there is at present. It la ainiost inore-
dible ; but it is positively the fact tlîat hundreds of the poorer sort-even
the very roughest cf lads-iu ail their degradati<n and nudîty, corne te these
difftirent institutions ivith which 1 arn connected, more especially to those Ii
Whitechapel, praying te be admitted to Bible-classes. 1l shoulci hardly have
thought it possible, if I had net seeu it îvithniy own eyes, aud heard it with
my own eurs. .1 accept it as the intervention of sone very especial, notable,
aud miraculous sigu, that hundreds and thousands of these poorest of the

Sp cor should be brought to suchi a desire for the knowlIedge of the Gospel, and
should be prayitig,- to ho admitted into the feld of Christ. And you have only
g et te multiply your eperations, and give thena the meaus of coming to yoil,
and yott ivilI be surprised at the thousands and hundreds of thousands whc
wilf throng your institutions. In such circunistances, then, how opportune
is the publication of the Penny Testament! At my own salal place in the
country, where there is a scarce rural population scattered over a large sur-

face, ne seoner was it anueunced that there was a nice, comifortable, decept
Newr Testament to be had for a penny, thian the demnd came iu se rapidly
that it could net bo met, and lu the coùrse of eue week, more than 200 naines


