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*“ Why did the men who sat in Council in this Hull in the 15th century
sueeumb { To answer in w single sentence, They suecvudicd becanse they vwoere
ant Gedvaed awith the spicit of Holy Neeiptiere.  In the fivst fresh bloom of Chris-
tianity—in that whole period of which we speak as the Age of the Fathers—
all theologiuns were Bible theologians ; und in the lirst six centuries of the
Church, and even mger, there was no other theolowy than Bible theology.
Later in the Middle Ages, when the schools hased their teaching on the nhil-
wsuphy of Aristotle, Biblicul leurning decayed. It consisted, such as it was,
in a collection of opinions, often unintelligently made, of what the Futhers
hud thought concerning Holy Seripture.  After the art of printing luud been
discovered, both the fext and explanations of Scripture were printsl, bat in
an anarchical fashion, goud and bad, without wethod or orders the Look-
sellers made a mere trade of it.  In the beginning of the 1Gth century, there
were in the Goirman languayge wlone soae eighteen translations® (guery, re-
censions) of the Holy Seriptures : and of Latin translations (query, recen-
sions ) the numnber was still greater. Then caine the Council of Trent, which,
under these ciremastances, fuund it necessary to pronounce un opinion on the
«question of publishing and reading the Holy Seriptures.

* But before goinyg further I must tell you that the subject on which Tam
going to address you is the Prokibitivie of Bible Readieg.  This prohibition
1s enforced with greut stringency at the present time by the Romish Bishops,
and the priests who deperd upen them. I know of an Axchbishop whom I
could name, who not long ago told believing Cathaolies who spoke to him on
the subject, that the Holy Scriptures with explanations might even yet be
read with the sanctionr of the confessor, but that to reasd the Bible without
such explanations srox a sin!  Is if, then, really a forbidden thing in the
Roman Catholic Church to read the Scriptures in the valgar tongue ! This
is my first question.  Practically it is the case, as I have just said ; but upnn
what is the prohibition based ! The clergy often appygal to the Council of Trent,
but not justly. [After showing that the decree of the Council did nut prohibit
the reading of the Bible, but aimed at other ends, he proceeds.] I have
lonked about to discover the real reasons which the Roman Curia might have
for insisting so stringently just at present on the prohibition to read the Bible.
I have hit upon the writings of a man fully initiated inte the plans and in-
tentions of the Roman See, who enjuyed a Bomish training, and was devoted
buth body and sovul to the furtheranee of Rupish vivws—the late Cardinal
Wisemon. He published an essay on the reading of the Scriptures in the
vulgar tongne.  Iv was written primarily against the English Bible Sucieties,
hat throws alsue considerable light upon the matter I an now diseussing. I
Jass over what he says alvat the methods pursued by these Bodies ; my ob-
jeet is tu discover what wwtive Bome can have for preventing the faithinl
frow the free and unsophisticated reading of the Seriptures. Cardinzl Wise-
wan says : ¢ The Church (he means Rome) dues not place the Word «f Gl
indiscriminately in the hands of the fuithful, heeause Gl Hiaself has not
done it ¢ God has not given His Word indiseriminately to men” Such is
the Cardinal's position ; bt if he intends to maintain this, he certainly acts
wisely in forbidding Christians to read the Bible, for it is just the reverse of
what the Bible expressly teaches. I remind you how vur Lord eonamizsinnerd
His disciples to proclaim Gud's Word from the hewse-tops; to preach from
the house-tops all that He had tanght them in secret. 1 remind you further
of His answer to thuse whe were'sent to guestion Him —*To the pacr the
iospel is preached.” I remind yom stil) further how He compares His gospel
t+ a banquet, to which, when the invited guests refused to come—He meant
the Jewish people—all were invited from the highways and hedgcs, and
entered freely.  What is all this, I ask, but giviny the Word of God to all
withomt distinction ¢ In the face of God’s own Word, it is a daring assertinn
tv maintain that it was not mcant for all mankind,

The Pichope ix wroby in speaking of ~oomany transkations,




