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Ilife and his death. And so too in the word8 and worke of the apostles the
M1aster's love epeaks and acte. Nor wiIl a juet coinprehensior' and fair inter-

jpretation eveii of the Oid Testament in its whole scope and tenor fail to lind
in it the saine universal eympathy and omnipotent love. Send abroad, tlien,
the Scriptures, in order to secuire this prime condition of social well-being.

1ff muet circ:îlate the Scriptures also for t sake of a pure mrno-city. More
1weiglity is thie reasoni than any other or ail of those that have gone before.
R ave what ive may besides, if wuo have not virtue, we Are already lost. With-
out cnaracter there je no true wcaltlî and worth, wvhether for individual or

ifor nation, but initegrity ennies its poseessor, though pnor in everything
else. The moral corruption of Greece and of Romne, wrought a destruction
whicli intellectual genlus and culture in the one, and civil and militarygreat-

jnees in the other, wvere heipless tc5 avert. The spirit of the age and of our
l and je ofton said to be materialistic. We beliove in matter, and in matenial
wealth. Even education je largoly subservient to mammon and utilitarianisin
in aime. Whethier this be or not " the spirit of the age," there is a prodigiolie

tamount of thie spirit iii the age. Success le mneasured by dollars, and culmi-
ilates in millions. Men value office for the money it bringe, and honour fol-

tlowe in the track uf the golden-f ooted. It probably je not worse now than it
i las beeni in the past, nor worse here thpn it le elsewhere. " The seen and
ttemporal" jei before us. It presses upon our attention. It seizes and drages
Ius along. And we love to be seized and dragged. Nay, we run, we rush along,,
this wvay, for the nature within us anewers to the nature around us, and the

St-wo are joint wonkers of the wish and ivill to find ail good here and now.
But we ail have also a moral nature. Conscience ie not only in us, but of

us. lt je wvhile we are and where we are. And while it existe it je alive.
t \hile it lives it acte. Ite voice .anay eeem to have died quite away. There
are the loud and clamorous voices of passion. But the whisper of conscience

t au be heard amid the uproar of aliens. Its wlîisper je not its own, but the
whisper of God's moral law, and that whisper le miglitier ln authority than the
thunder of ail lavvs beside. Man's moral nature lives, and lie who degrades
himeself lias a ceuse of hie degradation. He hears in hie nature an undy ing
protest agyainet hie character. The proteet niay be resieted, but it remaine a
testimony of God in mami tu both the wortlm of iman and the worthleseness of
such a man's life.

God's written word je at one with nian's moral nature, and at war with bis
sin. It is God, con-ing to man fromn without and meeting God within, God
without co-operating with God within to clear man of hie own plague, and
hold him fast iu righteousness. The whiole Bible testilies of Christ as the
R ighiteous Oue, and does its utmost to rivet upon hinm the reader's gaze. And
no man ever looked eteadfastly into that face and failed both to see C" the
glory as of the Sily begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth,"' and also
to be " changed, into the samne image fromn glory to glory." Bring together
ail the published wiork-s on- moral science, ail the moral tales and the -weil-
wrought homilies, pile thein up togyether as mountains of dry leaves, and set
themi on fire. They burn. They are gone. The Bible remains; and in it iot
only the science, but also the living and life-giving spirit of morale. There
can bie no sound morallity apart fromn the Bible, but where it goee and workS,
there le a manhood and womnanliood dlean and Aweet, strong aud syxumetrical,
Ohrietiike and Godlike. WVhere groes and worke God's word, tliere >'-e lioncsty

jin bueiness, purity -ii. politice, and integrity lu ail thinge. As we love virtue,
therefore, we shall send abroad the Bible.
jBut there le another and final reason for the work of tlis eociety wvhich
overtops ail the others.' Gud's wtord mneets the wants of manl's T6tloUSittU
Such a nature ive hiave. It beloiigs to us as men, and like our moral nature,
ie iiot only ia us, but of us. \Ve ail have, we caunot but have, thoughte that
go beyoue, above, below, time, sense, this wvorld, the universe. We are

children of God. In us is the chid nature. But of such a nature the one


