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Zbe 0ýoEb tilovemeut

IIE Oxford inovement whiehi tooli place in England
%during tlue early ycars of the Victorian era, acliieved

unexpeeted. resuits and became world-wide in its in-
lluence. The movement proper or the stage that is
liar.nown as Tractarian lasted for a period of twelve
yers t bie-an withi Kehle's famous sermon on National

___Apostýasy in 1833 and ended with Newmiian 's defeetion in
1845. But the inovement, went on under other leaders and men,
it gradually grew and gatueredé freshi strengthi until it vivified
and transformed the runglisli Cliureh. The chief causes of tlue
inovem ent were as foiloV.s:

The h)eginning of the ninetenth. eentury rnarkzed an epocli in
religious thoughit. The Deisin of tlue preceding century hiad in-
duced a dcadness in ail spirituail inatters. The chiurch of Eng-
Iand'lprecnted a picture of utter wvorIdliness and corruption. R-e-
ligion -%vas a lit ti bette-r than eold morality; a great reactioni was
therefore lievitahie. The grcatcst; diflieulty seemed to lie in the
search for authlority; soine saw the divine in persons, places and
thiings -il ic others rcgarded ail nature ais God. But wvit1u the
birtu of the Oxford mnovemient iu Engiand came thie apipeal to tlic
authority' of thie Catiiolie Church. lIt -%vas not,loecruni
Newman dleteruiniiied: to foi-ce upon the publie ln a way whvich
could not be ofilset. ilue ;îrticie of the Creed, "I believe, in one,
lioly Catho!o'ie aund ;apostolicelihureli." that the iuiovcmnent, began.
Ris effort -as well as lue efforts of tuie othier leaders iras to makze
the church of ugadmore truly Catholie of those eleiuents of
Catholicismn already jihereut, to lier constitution.

The iininediate cause of the iiovemnent %v-,',s the suppression
o? ten Tinsl bishopris; h)y the Rcfornî Oovernmcint in 833. Thuis
state of affiairs indiuced a number of Oxford professors to start a
reform inovement. A short time afte.rw'ards appearcd the pub-
lication of the "Tracts for the Timies." TIuey, wcre short but con-
cise stat.ementýs heanxng upion thie polity ivorship and doctrine of
the chiurch. The Oxford tracts wcre thcre.fore the motive of the
inovementzand ils leaders wte.rc soon kinown as tractarians. Con-
current iî thes issue-% o? the tracts ve.re Newinan's four
o'cloek lectures on the Via Media. Miàaiy ie.n rcad the tracts and
Iistened to the sermions; thus iaszan atinosphiere ecatcd in ,.viiel
-%vere îveighied andL discussed the great issues of the hour. To-


