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VENNOR'S WEATHER BULLETIN.

interesting collection ; to him it is amazingly
interosting. He has ransacked Nassau and
Ann streets for yoars with such industry that
it is a rare thing now for him to find an alma.
nac or calendar not already in kis collection.
Several summers ago Judge Blatchford went
to Europe, for a few weeks' vacation. On his
return, when he landed at the North river
pier, he staggered uader the weight of 8 mye.
terious looking cubical packago or bale, care-
fully strapped. He would ali-= nobody to
touch it. It might have contamed $100,000
worth of lace or jewelry, The ~ustom house
inspector looked ovar the rest of his baggage
and then approach.d the big hundle. « What
have you got there, sir?" he said. Judge
Blatchfurd faintly blushed, as is his hebit when
embarrassed, cud stammered, “ Oh, nothing
but a lot of—er—publications.” #But publi-
cations are dutisble” suggested the officer,
“Not when published more than twenty years”
returned the judge promptly, “and these are
all older than that.” Buthe gave no sign of
any intention to open the package for exami-
nation. ¢ All right, judge,” said the inspect

- or, who knew perfecily well with whom he was

speaking;” I guess we wont look into the
bundle.” And he put his chalk mark on the
bale, at the same timo winking at a brother
officer, as much as to say, “There are some
passengers into whosge little transgressions it is
best not to look too zealously.” The judge
trotted oft with bis precious turden, greatly
relieved in mind. The bundle was innocent
enough, containing as it did nothing but alma.
nacs of the eighteenth century, the spoils cf
Oxford street, the Quais Malaquais and Vol
taire, and the dusty shops of Leipsics, Stutt-
gart and Geneva.

Star Gazing from a Volcano.

The astrcnomical observatory on Mount
ZEtna has been finished. It stands at an ele-
vation of nearly 100,000 feet above the sea
This is the highest spot in the world cccupied
by an observatory. Astronomers will watch
with great interest the result of the experi.
ment. To plant an observatory near the crest
of an enormous volcanc would seem at first
blush to be & foolish undertaking. Perfect
steadiness and freedom from any fremulous
motion whatever are among the prime requi-
sites of an astrominal observatory. But Etns
is frequently shaken by the mighty forces pent
up within, or under the mountain. Besides,
there is great danger, in case of an eruption of
the volcano, that any structure erected upon
it may be overwhalmed. The builders of the
observatory were mindful of this in selecting
the site, They chose a little eminence on the
side of the central crater, which they think, in
case of aa eruption, would divide any stream
of lava flowing in that directicz into two
branches, leaving the observatory standing un.
harmed between rivers of fire. All the incon-
veniences and disadvantages, not to say perils,
of the site are regarded as offset by the advan-
tage to be derived from its great height, which
will place tha astronomers above the demsest
and most troublesome portion of the atmas.

phere. Everybody who has used a teleccope
knows how great such an advantage must be.
Owing to haze and air currents there are sur-
prisingly few nights in the course of a year|
during which sharp and steady vision is pos-,
gible with high telescgpic power. At the
height of tho /Etaa abservatory the use of such
powers must be much easier.

The observatory has been erected at the ex-
pense of the oity of Cantanin, whose citizens
evidently take a bruad view of its usefulness,
and show no desire to make it a purely local
enterprise, or to restrict its use by foreigners.
In fact, foreign men of science are espeoially
invited to vieit the observatory and make use
of it as much as they like. Three bedrooms,
a diningrcom &nd a kitchen bhave been pro-
vided for their use, and the teleszcope of the
observatory is furnished witha tube, tne length
and aperture of which can be changed to euit
the instruments that foreign observers may
bring with them. This spirit on the part of
the builders, and the great alvantages that the
spot presents as an obaerving station, give
promise of excellent results, and it may reason-
ably be hoped that from their high perch upon
this ancient volcano s:ientific men will succeed
in widening our knowledge of the worlds and
sun around us.

The observatory is also furnished with in.
struments for the observation of atmospheri-
cal and terrestrial phenomena.
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NOTICE TO READERS.

We wish to hear from Weather
Observers in every section of the
country, relative to weather phene.
omena which may occuy duringthe
summer months, particularly re.
specting frosts in southern and
western sections, hailstones, e¢y-

clones, &ec. Such information
helps us much in the formation of
our predictions, and thus eventunl.
Iy beneiits all who wr.te to us. The
* Bualletin »?

over the whole norihern Ifemis-
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per printed on the Continent.

Address a1l communications to
HENRY . VENNOR,
Hontrenl,
Canada.

8@, Paper half price to all Correse
pondents.

16



