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Wrtten for Tkis CAAVA PRE'SRVTBRI,'iN

IVELCOUE TO A P.As7'oR

Servant o! Christ we welcome t lie,
Amibassador af heaven above

Ilearer oai mcsqages oi peace,
Of iaith and hupe arnd hurcît love.

Tlîy giory bc the cross of Christ,
Sign ta a bu3t and ruind race,

Tirat God's redempUir deep and vast
I3stows on mern rich, soveieign gracc

Exaltimxg Christ thy chiel cmpiay,
Man's pattern andi is ,actifice

Walk in the p±shs llis e fet have troti,
Strugglirmg 'painst sn, anrd wrang, and vice.

Ilis works andi teachings initate :
Speak ivords ai trutir andi soherness

Stand slrong in Gat, nor (car ta llght
For purity and i rghteorusness.

Thus shall thy îinistry o! grace,
Bc croxvned wth houour and succesi;

Andtimer, shail bc reciaimned from sin
And the great name o! Christ confes

London.

TU 'II L A TBl'E 1'.iPUIO.S. ALEX-

11Y THEt. EV. V.M. LUa.IRiANE, Dr.

It was with feelings aI relief andt îank!ul-
uoss that we recenlly heard af the removai
af this iaged servant of God ta another and
a btter worid. Far more than a year past
ho had hotu lu a stateofaigroat boiplessuesà.
Ho had reacbod iis tneîy-first, year. Mis
pnwers bth oi body and mlnd bai ailod,
and ho needed ina howiateti on and cared for
even as a litie chld. Ho bati no relatives
of bis own ta mnster ta hîm in bus aId age;
and the services which ire requircd wore re-
ceived rom the bauds ai straugers. Que
couid nor heip wonderîug that the aid
vetoran, dîsahled and brokon hy bis long
warfare, shoulti ir kept waitîng so long aut-
side, belore getîîng admittance ta the
palace ai the King. lie soomned lkeoane
whom tht Master badl averhooked and qoîto
forrgotten ta cali. fBut at last the cail came.

Mr. Alexander bas, fr ual a few years,
becu the Father af the Preshyteruan Chorcb
in Canada. INa nc su inour Cburch, periraps
no one in any Protestant Church bu tire Do-
minIon at ibis time, bai heon so long su the
office ai tht miusry. I steems anty far
tirat more than a more passung notice snauld
ho takou ai bis lit and wark.

Ho was boru in Aberdeen, Scaîiand, on
AUgUSt 23rd, saa5. 0iter atleudung the

grammar school ibere, ho (wben anly four-
teen yoars ai ago) obtained by compettrion a
bnrsary or scbolarshîp at blariscbal Coi-
loge ; andi passedt trough the arts' course,
graduaîing as M.tA. in 1824. Ho atteuded
the dîvînîîy classes, alsa, at Aberdeenu: and
was liconsed ta prtach the gospel hy the
Dundece Presbytery oui5tb Deceunir r, 1830.
His death occurred on rgîh Decemhcr ast ;
se that for over sxy-five years ire bati hotu
a mnister ai the Preshyteruan Churcb. Il
is inîorestiu ta sece the Licence granted ta,
bita by the Church. Il is wnttou on sîamp-
ed papor ; and beneatir the crowu bas the
inscription " Two Pouds 'l; soa ta a flet,
equal ta ton dollars, secuns ta have heon
thon exacteti by the Gaverumeur, blore ai-
lowiug a candidate ta enter ou the work oi
peacbing the gospel in tht Establishej
Cburcb o Scolland. Mr. Alexander preucheti
bis firsi sermon ai Motieih on December
26tb, 1830i, ou the theme oaihcf or sixty
years bire nver xvared. Jesus (utrisî
and Hlm Crucîfiot.

After preaching, as occasion ofitreti, for
over tbree years witbout prospect af settle-
mont (tbose scre the days of patronage>,
b1r. Ac mander oflered bis services ta tht
Colonial Commttee, andi was appoîuîed as
a nisslouary ta Upper Canada. He vms
marrieti tu Miss Soutar, a!f.'erb, on 171h

*For te portion of t*is ,skec rltcinr mn Mm MAer-
ardere crirr mistrmuy n Cobourr and the %urrocndi MR
dit,ct Dr Cochrane dm& c.% ro w kn.wiedre hi% idebt-
edncst ro Rev. Win. 'MçW&Iiilmm,, LL. B.

JUly, 1834 ;'and, four days after, the young
couple salied framt Dundee, reacbing
Montreal ln Septomber.

The congrogation ai Cobourg was theu
vacant. The Cobourg people, hearing ai
Mr. Alcxander's arrivai, lnvited hlta give
them supply. Mr. and Mrs. Alexander an
tiroir way up badl a narrow escape (ram
drawnlog in the Blay af Quinte lu which Mr.
Miller badl perisbed a iew moutha belore.

A cati was very saon extuded by the
Cobourg congregation ta Mr. Alexander ta
become their pastar. Tire document ls alsa
amiong the papers ho bas iefî behiud, aud
hears date Sth December, 1834. Jî isworthY
ai note that among the subscrlbors no! even
ane waman's name is ta o b ond. Mon, ta
the number af sixty.tbroe, and mon oniy,
seom ta have hotu altuwed ta sîgn the cati.
To those tcquainted wtb the past history
af the district, it is lnterest'ing ta read the
names af meu whose grandchildreu and
groat graudchildren are now fuit grawn mou
and women, and scattered lar and wlde.
B.-side the namos ai Jeflroy, Burnet, Pringie,
McCallum, etc., kt is totrchtng ta sce the
naineoai'l Walter Riddeli/' who yet survives,
and is, wo believe, au honaurec eider iu the
churcb of Cobourg still.

Mr. Aexander, alter bis settlement,
iabored wtt untiting entrgy, preaching and
visiîing not only in Cobourg, but ln the
wbole country around. Stations formed by
bita afterwards developet. lto fiourishlng
congregations. At firsi, we helmove, that ho
aud that devout mau ai God, the Rev. Mr.
Rager, of Peterborough, were tht only Pres-
hyterian mnisters botween Kingston and
Toronto. Thic Rev. W. Rtîd-now the
venerated Cierk af Assemly-was settied la
Grafton lu 1838 ; and for over eight years
was Mr. Alexaudor's nearest mînisteriai,
neighbor. Tboy were much attacbod to a cc
ather, and were allen assoclated lu long and
samelumes perdlons journoys, wht carrytng
ou their mînisteriai and mssionary work. It
was very deligtiui forty or fifty years a teor ta
hear thoso wrho hadl heen pioneors lu the
service of tht t;burch, and wha bad grown
grey ru that service, toit ai their early ex-
periencos aud adventures. Mr. Alexander
had much ta tel, not only of hmsefni bis
early noigirbors in Canada, but of mon
wbose praiso is iu ait the churches, and bas
sproad ovor ail thre worhd.

Ail wbo knew Mr. Alexander testify ta
bis earnest evangelicat spirrit, and lts fatth-
ful dscharge oaiaiil tht doties aiftme minis-
try. Hie was a very papular and effecive
preachor. Ho prepared bis sermons wirh
great care, aud detrvered ibeta ru a rluglng
voice, and with groat animation. Ho was
onot troobledl wilh the uervousness which
$0 fetters and obscures the powers ai many ;
and was always able ta " put bis hest foot
foremost." Ho was endowedl wiîh a re-
markably healîhy and vîgaroos constitution.
No amount ai abor coutid suppreas bis
aboundiing vitaliiy. Even aiter long pro-
tracted and exhansling labors and journey-
ings, sucir was the recoperalive farce wthin
hlm Ibat ho was casily and soon refresbed.
We nover hoard bita complalu af feeling
ýMoudaysh " aller the Sabhat's work.

Wheu ho vms nearly iitveuty years ai age we
bave heard ita say, tbat, excopt for an occa-
stoual passing hoad ache, ire had nover, in bis
own persan, knowzr xvbat sickness was ; or

spent aday in hed,oiu tha: accoont,ail bis life.
Evon ai that turne ho would ioap from bis
buggy ta the grouad, witbout toucbing tire
sîcp, wîh a hound as nîruble and lastic as
tbat of a boy at school. Pl,-. hooght noth-
ing ai rîdiug on horseback twenîy miles toaa
soree or mlssiouary meceting, and hacic
agaîn the saine way isext morniug. En-
dowed witb sncb montzi and physicat pow-
cis, and possessed i of» c ager desire ta do
ail the gond in bis power, ane can tasily
understaud how unspariug aifiimseif he
would ho in the early days of bis ministry.
One çwba bad heen engaged as a servant in
is bouse, suîi reniembers vividty bow Mr.
Alexander and Mr. Reid wouid aftu retura
frdm thoîr long jourucys on horseback aver

the sbocklng raads, with top-boots aud great9
coats ait splasbed witb mud ; which It was a
ber painiol duty afierw&rds tu remave. It c
shouid be spociaiiy noted that lu these eariy
days-aud, indood, ail through bis ministry
-11r. Alexander gave unusual attention ta 1
the Instruction af tire young. Rils Bible-.
classes are stili rememhered gratoiuiluln Î
ovory place whore ho labored ; and bis Ilve- s
ly manner and buoyant spirit comhined witb
bis ouruest fervaur ta give bita a wouder(ul
Influence aver the young peoptolu in is i
charge.t

Alter thirteen yoars of fathiul labor lu
Cohourg, Mr. Alexauder, with bis wie and t
iamiiy ai tbree sons, returued ta Scaîiand.1
Thore ho spent the neat ton years ofihis lite r
proaching iu varions caugregatiaus ai tht
Frc Cburch ; especialiy lu Tawie and 1
Leochel-Cushule, lu Aherdeoushire, where z
ire was setîlod for soven years.

He returned ta Canada bu 1857, and was
soon caled ta Percy and (Jatpheliord,;
wbere ho conlinued as actively as over, mak-
lug fulli proof af bis miistrY, tli 1872. lu-
deed, many afube youngermlnisîcrs, who wore
thon bis ueighhors, fout thetaselves autstrlp-
pod and rebuked by bis active diligence and
Insensibility ta fatigue. He was thon, as
ail through bis me, fond ofalago horse, and
an admirable driver. Tht sigbt af the aid
man with bis white hai.-, bis keen oye, and
jubilant expression, shtlug, as erect as a
soldier, oun bis high seated buggy, and hold-
ing lu, wth tigbî rein, bis fiery horse as it
rattled aiong, formed a picture wbich still
stands ont vividiy bu the memory ai thase
who krrew hlm ; and attu remindod ns ai
the description wbich dzar John Brown
gives of bis faibor, bu the Inimitable
sketch aitached ta the momoir by Dr.
Cairns. White lu Percy, Mrs. Alexander
met with two severe and painful accidents;
hy biug tbrown tram ber carrage whit
ont drlving. Sbe was nursed witb mast
tender and chivaîrous de-,cîion hy ber bus-
baud;, and îhongb she lost tht sight ai one
oye, and was nover able ta move about as
irely as before, sho regainod for sevoral
years a fair measure ai bealtb and strengîh.

In 78"2, 'Ar. Alexandor was called ta
MAlunt Ptoasant, lu the Presbytery of Paris,
where, util bis final retirement frota the
active duties ai the ministry lu 1884, ho
labourod wiîb ail the vigar and earnostuess
ai earlior davs. [t vms ;nst sncb a charge
as suitcd hilm n y ways : ual large but
at the same time sufficient tta mx bis oner-
gles, and amaug a people simple bu their
tastes, who valued plain gospel preachiug
and sirowed moch sympathy for hlm la bis
unuvearied efforts ta promate their spiritual
good. Tire place was also outy ilve mites cils-
tant irom Brantford, and (roquent visits ta
tht larger place served ta relbeve the -outiuo
and qnielnoss oficouutry or village 11e. Ho
was anything bot a recluse, and hoved Chris-
tian society, nor was ho averse ta a hearty
iaugh lu tht compauy of iriends, when they
met ta cali up rnenories ai aid limes, lu
Scotland or Western Canada. Indeed,
util a year aga or so, wben ire hegicu ta
lose ail interest ins the onîside warld, ho
was anc ai the mast cheerfi, sunshiur
Cbrisiastbat couid ho fouud. Ho nover
murmured at bis lot or complained oi the
dealings ai God's providence. Tire hurdon
oi four score Vears and tan satlgtiy upan
bitnanad ho nover secmed ta realise tirai ho
was growing aid or uneqoal ta periarta
labour tbat appallid young men.

Ta thre pastoral careofa bis congregatian
at Mount Pleasant, there vas added the
long and sovere Illness ai Mrs. Altxauder,
who frira the lIme ai bis settlement thero
until ber deaîh, vas ant-,ost wbolly corfined
ta ber roota or hed. lits fond attentian ta
ber was very marked, and nothlug that af-
fection could provido vas withheld. Aller
ber death he bad erecced aver ber romains
a .neaî marble monumrent, witb date and
place ai ber birtir and dealb. There is ro-
mains also uow lie, sido hy side with ber,
who was tire sharer ai bts îays aud sorraws

r for over hall a century, awaiting the samne

glorious resurrection. The stonoe nom bas
added ta ht another namo-hoir reuntion Is
complote.

White pastor at Mount Ploasant, Mt.
Alexander fini another church erected at
Bishopgate, Burfard, where a few of bis
cangregation reslded. The distance ta
Mouint Pleasant ho fetc was too great, and
su bo preferred toat t hcm, Sabbath alter
Sabbath, althougb bis separate charge and
a travel ai sixteon mites evorv Lord's day,
added considerably ta bis labors. Whethcr
tbis was a wise step mas ta many af bis
friends andi co-Presbyters a question which
there mas roam for difforeccofo opinion.
But ho mas sa determiued and sanguine ci
resuits that the Presbytery assentod ta bis
proposai, and it is anly fair ta say that the
lîttie band af Ptesbyterians that ho drew
around hlm have praveci their attachment
tu aur Churcb.

In 1884, whoen ladt reached the ageofa
cighty-thrce, ho realized, Ibat bis day of
constant wotk was donc, and alter resigo-
log bis charge, and bo3rdlng for a lime at
Mount Ploasant, ho remnoved ta Brantford.
His last days were spont happiiy there
amang aid and uow found friends, fai as bo
bad littio olso ta do, ho gave a gond deal of
timo ta vislling inihomnes, whero hc was
aiways welcome. No figure on tbe streets
af Brantford mas more familiar than bis ta
aid and young, hy ail af whom hob was re
spected and rovered. Atter rosigning bis
chargena i Inunt Ploasant ho made anothti
visit af throo months ta Scotland, aud for a
tîme enîcrtained the idoa af remaining in
bis native land. But finaliy ho dotormined
to spend bis last days in Canada whcre ho
had so many lriends.

In Brautford ho was a regular attendant at
ZVon Church, and at sacramnutal seasons
took part with the pastor in the solemu
ordinance, but latterly bo coutl do nothing
more than pranoonce the benediction. His
mmnd gradualiy weakened, and nat un-
frequentiy at religions meetings, wben hoe
felt wcaried, and did ual, perhaps, compre-
bond fuliy the nature af the business, ho
wouid stand up and bluntly toit the presld-
ing chairman or speaker that ll was lime
ta go home." Ho mas greatlv delîgiired ta
meel wit), the Gonerat Assembly ia 1893,
and sec once marc sucb aid and tr1 d
frlends as Dr. Reid. lt carried him hack
fifty ycars, wvben ho mas an intercsted and
by no means silent monîber of Cburch
courts, and held bis awn vtews and opin-
ions firmiy against al Corners.

For the past twa years ho was hardly
out of bis home, or, indeed, bis roota. <If
ho ventured farîber ano ho mas apt ta
lase bis way, and liable ta, accident. He
lived aiuiost wbaily lu the past, the ltruie
consciousnoss tbat remained being ai
people ho had known in early days At
urnes ho spoko ut bis wife and moihor, noi
reaizlog thlat tboy were dead. Ho was go-
iug after thom ta Toronto, or sornowbereL
cisc, tu bring them tu Brantford. Evon thre
Saviaur whom hoc had loved and serve od5L
long became an indistinct persan. On a
kîud lady frieud speakîng ta mim a lew
weeks belore bis deatb of the wonderfuî
love that the Lord lesus Christ bad for him,
and af the assurance that Ho would nover
leavc hi-n, ho replied : IlThat rmust hc
a vcry fine persan that you speak about ; I
would like much ta malce bis acquaintan3ce.'
Up ta the last ie mas zninistcred ta by lov-
ing bauds, and bis every waut suppied.
The help given by thre Aged and Infirm
Minister s Fund and timety gis af friends
iu Brantford and eisewherc, enabted thase
interested -in bis welfare, tu provide for tris
increasing necessities and beipiessnoss. .

Frnaiiy, an the moaing ai the r9'hl Decota-
ber ho peac.efuliy siept away t pss
again the intelligence and conscîousness
that bad hotu hast taubta lot su mauy
mouths, and begîn the higher studies and
prabseofo the heaveuly world.

Ou the Satnrday foitawing, bis remains,
mac takon (rota Brantford ta Mount Pieas-
ant, the services at the hause and grave hc-
ing conducted by Dr. Cochrane. Tirret
members af Zion Churcb, B3rantford, and
tbree frota Mount Ploasant congrogatian
acted as fpait, eaters. Wlthin sigir of thre
cborch xvbcre bis voice mas hecard for so
mauy years, and surrorrnded by graves ai
whose mauths hc stood spoaking mords of
comiort ta mauruers, ail that is mortal of
this aged man af God nom rests ntil the
sound of the trumpet, wheu hoe shall bc
clothed witb lmmortality.

[JAN. 22nd, iS96.


