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iiY KNNNAN.

Found for wbati Not for tht scbemes
ai tbe Chtirch. That bas ta be found yeb,
and we are ail hopeful that it ivill be forth-
corning belore Dr. Reid closes bis books on
bbc 301h day ai April. The maney found
was for Christmas presenîs, and if tbc re-
ports about bbc Christmas trade are correct,
the holiday trade was as gond in many
places as lb bas been for years.

Tht Globe ai tbc 29ih December bas
reports tram ail bbe centres ai brade in tbe
Dominion. Wiîh two or thrce exceptions
the reports are quite favourable. Many
nierchants say tbc paple bougbt frecly and
paid cash. The crowds on Saturday in
Brantford, St. Thomnas, London and other
places were " record breakers." There bas
been much complaining about bard tîmes,
but compeient authoii:ics say that whea
bbe Christmas season came around there
was natbiag ta show tba< the purcbasing
power ai bbc people badl dtminished.

Two or tbrce points stand out pramin-
enbly la tbc Globe reports. Ont is that tbt
number of the purchasers was larger than
daring acy previaus bolidav scason. Sonne
dealers say that bigb priced articles did flot
go off so readily, but tbc volume of brade
was larger becanse tbe aumber ofipurchasers
was larger. This is a mast gratiiying iact,
for lb shows that tbc ability ta purchase
Christmas gifis was not confined ta a fewv ricb
people. The average mnan badl sonne money
ta spend and be spent it.

Another fact made plain by prominent
dealers la Toronto, is that an unusually
large brade was donc in jewelry, pianas,
argans and fors. These are flot îhlngs that
sensible peaple boy wben tbey are bard up.
Tht well knawn plana and organ firm,
Gourlay, Winter & Leeming, tald thc Globe
bliat bhcy are sending their instruments
tbraugh Ilcxtended territory," and IIstead-
ily reacbing new fields" Some ai tht
people la these new fields are bappily able
ta boy gond musical instruments.

It is easy ta say flint tht Globe reports
arc boa favaurable. Tbey arc marc likely
ta be tbe other way. Were tht Globe mere-
ly a parby argan it would neyer have pub-
lished these favonrable reports at ail-mucli
Icss would it bave ptublisbed tbem, under
beadlnts sensational enaugb ta do for tht
report ai a boadle investigation. Cansider-
ing tbe proxîmîty af the Dominion elections,
it rcquîred rare courag~e ta lay such reports
before clectars. As regards the merchants,
ib is qoîte sale ta assume fliat a large ma-
jariby ai tbem wonld flot say brade was good
unless îb ivas god. Mercantile, lîke cvery
other kind of human nature, is quibe rcady
enongb ta look an tht dark side ai tbings.

Most wc assume that tbnugb depression
bas cxisted and suîif exists in same places,
that the state af brade is better than tbc state
airclîgion. Everybody isfamîliarwith tbe ex-
tracts nsually made from Presbytery or Synod-
ical reports, and publisbed in tht Assembly's
report on the state of religion in the Pres-
byterian Cburcb. Keep these in mmnd and
compare tbem witb the following report an
the state ai brade. Ont dry-gaods banse
says, "Tbcy neyer before had sa many
people in the bouse, and neyer dîd so large
a trade as tbis year's proved ta be." An-
ather says, «* Ve badl a gaod rush bhrough
the baliday scasan, and served many marc
custamers than usual." A third partysaîd bbey
bad been '« fairly successiol ; were satisfied
and badl a better trade than last year." A
ionrbb saîd bis City brade was flirte times
as large as last year, and bis arders by mail
five tîmes as large. A fiîth said bis busi-
ness was Ilhighly satisfactory "; and a sîxth
that bis holiday bradte was a "«record
breaker." A jewelry flrm la tht same ciby
say tbey wvere several tbousand dallars
ahcad of last ycar, and were, of course, very
well pleased." A second had ail tbc busi-

ness tbey cauld desire for two weeks, and
bad a Most Ilsatisfactory excess ' over last
vear. And sa an ta tbc end ai the Toronto
chapter.

Naw look at the Hamilton chapter. One
firm reports Il trade better than that ai last
year." A second says "lvery mucb ahead
ai last year ; trade most satisfactory." A
third, " very satisfactory, tbougb flot better
than last Vear." A fourth, Il better than last
vear ; receipîs larger." A fifth, Ilbetter than
last year; cash trade considerably better."
A biXth, "business exceedinRIV gond ; away
abead af last year ; an increase in cvcry
lot." Seveal other firmis give eq-iallv gond
reports. Well donc Hamilton. There is a
lot of people up tbere wbo know their short-
er catcbism.

BtRANTrFORD
had tbc Iargcst influx of country visitors on
the Saburday before Christmas ever knawn
la bbc history af that home ofioratory. Trhe
farmers bougbî well and put dowa the
money. Good for B3rantford.

LONDlON

bad a Salurday crawl ihît broke the record
and brought Il smiles îo bbe couv'cnance
and shekels ta tbc courrter ai many a mer
chant."~ Niue or ten firms report that tbey
bail a good time.

Fram ather places tbc reports are equal-
ly favourable. Now, seriously, do the
tbreaîened deficits ia our Cbttrch fonds, came
mainly fromn the state ai religion, or from
tbc stale ai brade ? Let every loyal Presby-
terian wrestle witb that question. And be il
rcmcmbered that ln sci)res oi smiller places
business was, relatively, just as gond as la
the centres mcntioned.

AUMNTA TIOY.

The Augmentation Fonci stems ta be an
ils trial ibis year, and you ili allow me ta
say a few tbings la its bebaîf. This is not
a fond to give ministers larger sala.ier, as
some suppose, but a fond ta assist wcak
congregatians ta secure and support pastars.
With us, in tbc West, Iast year augntcated
cangregatians gave $zo 5c, per member for
salaries abate; and the average, for saiary,
for aIl congregationc in the Churcb was anly
$4.64. The wbole ai the augmented con-
gregatians (W. D ) gave for salary $6 75
per communicant, and 2o af them gave $2,-
Sou for scbemes, nce $,300. But notwith-
standing tbc liberality shawn by theinselves,
tbey cannot, witbout assistance, support a
pastor. This fond hclps tbem. It is Prts-
byterian ta do so, for tbc Church is a nunt-
a body-not a sand beap. lb is scriptural,
for the sbrang are culoine1 ta help ta bear
the burdens of tbe weak. Werc the Aug-
mentation Fond aboiisbed tbese congrega-
tians must close their doors ar be put an tbc
Home Mission list. Ta close their doors
wauld be a distinct loss ta the Churcb, ta tbc
cause ai truc religion and even ta maraIs.
Ib is weil lcnown that thc drift of aur rural
population is city-wards. Close aur weak
country churches and aur people will loin
other communions. Wben tbc chitdrcn ai
sncb people corne ta aur cihies they will go ta
swell tbc mcmbersbip ai bhe churches tbat
cared for theni in the country, and aur
Churcb, lacking sucb acccssîons,must declîne
relativcly. The battît foi tht cities must
bc faugbt out la tbc country. And if Pres-
bytcrian services are flot within reacb saime
people will attend fiaaother, and sncb are
apt ta lapse. Sncb tbings bave bappened
and will bappen again. Are Presbytertaa
people witb their general gond sease ta risk
ibis far bbc sake ai a lew cents cach a
year?

But wby nat put these augmcnted con-
gregations on tbc Homne Misýîan list ? BJc-
cause bhe additional burden would swamp
that fond. The Home -Mission Committce
is asking $79.000 ta carry on its work this
year. Could it get $3 1,ooo additianal ta sup-
port the augmcnted congregatians ifon thc
listi Wc shaîl neyer get for ane fund what
wc are gebtinz for the ;wa. Last Veair 14

City congregaiins gave $7,762 or ýj of aIl
given for augmentation ; and 7 congrega-
tions gave $5 6oo or an average aI $8oo
-acb. Would they Cive these large sumrs ta
Horne Missions in addition ta present con-
tributions? 1 trow not. And would the
congregations that now refuse ta contribute
ta augmentation rnake up tbis loss? 1
doubt il.

At large expense the churcb is carrying
on a work to evangelize the French in Que.
bec. The Augmentation Fund is belping a
nuniher af struggling Protestant settlcments
in Quebec ta maintain ardinances, avd pre-
vent the people being absorbed 1 y the
Churcb of Rame. Withdrav tbis belp and
those people must move out or hc left for
the Romisb Church ta riperait on. Is there
any sense la allowing aur own people and
their children ta tura Roman Catbolics,
while we arc trying to convert the French
ta Protestantismi And if our people leave
Quebec the Romish Church is strengtbened
fur aggressive work, and an important bul.
wark against bier advance int Ontario re-
moved. law can sound Protestant con-
gregatians refuse ta support augmentation
and yet give liberal help ta French Evange.
lization e

Others have shown that ihis Fund bas
hclped, since its inception, 225 Congregalions
ta become self-supportînig. and some of
these are giving valuable belp ta the
schcmes of thc Church Ten sncb congre.
gations, WVest af Lake Superior, gave last
vear ta the schemes $10,742, or $1 074 eacb
an an average. Let us rear more of these if
we wish a strong Church.

In Western Lanada augmentation is
simply Home Missions in its more advanc.
cd stages. A Croup of stations bas reached
the point when they can promise a pastar
S6oo, and they ask the Augmentation Com-.
mittee ta give them a small grant for a few
years, tîli they can support hlm themselves.
These people want a man of their Own
choice ; they will do more la support him
than if appointed by the Homne Mission
Commiîtee; he feels more con fident wbere
called ; cant summan bis people better ta bis
help ; can lay out bis work to better advant.
age and do more and better service. Wby
flot grant these peoPle's request ?

Moreover, many af aur frontier districts
are supplied by men supported by tbe Aug-
mentation Fund. Comox, the Most remote
af aur missions iu British Columbia, called
a pastor and is on the augmentation list.
For years Edmonton, the most Northern
district in the Territories occupîed by aur
Cburch, and Prince Albert, also,on tbe North
Saskatchewan, have been aided by tbis fund,
and bath nearly ta the point af half support.
And places that are now central and strong
were not long aga -remale and weak, and

the Aupimentation Fond helped ta put them
on their feet. Portage la Prairie, Glad.
stone, Neepawa, Brandon, Port Arthur, Fort
William, Regina, Morden, Pilot Mouut,
Calgary and tbc rest have graduatcd fram
the Augmentation Fund. To-day twenty-
cigbt are on the list and thirty-five have be-
came self-sustaining in Western Canada.

It isdifficult taget suitable men to occupy
aur missions : flot quile sa difficut ta gel
men ta accept calis ta augmentedl Congrega-
tions. Encourage a schcmne that belps ta get
the best mct).

Going tbrougb the Churcti anc bears o b-
jections ta the fund wbicb there is no space
litre ta cnsider. Suffice it ta say that tbey
arc nat ta be mcntioncd la camparison with
the arguments in favoraoftbe fund. Thi1s is
the deliberate ïudgment of the General As-
sembly. The Western Section last ycar
gave about an average af 16 cents per com-.
municant for tbis fund. Grant that ane flftb
of ibis money was flot judiciously 2xpended
-whicb is flot thc case-and that four-fiitbs
was praperly piaced, surely no Presbyterian
conscience is sa caastitutedl that it can
wrcck the -fund for tbree cents a year I Let
an average of anc cent a fortnight be gîven
ta the fond and it can be well sustained and
continue ta be a blessing ta the Cburch.

Winnipeg, Man., Dec. 26ib, 1894.

PHÉ1 LA TE 1?8 i. DAiVID WILSON,

D.D., LIMERIOC, IRELAND.

liv K~.

By the decease ai the above named di-
vinie, the Presbyterian Church in Ireland
bas lost one of bier most popular and suc-
cessful mînisters. David Wilson was bora
in l3allymena, Caunîy Autrim, a tawn af
considerable importance, and the seat
af the linen trade, at that tinie. His
graodfaîbcr wvas a leading physician in
the neigbborbood. It is said that during
the Rebellionl af 1798, bie intluenccd a num-
ber af the rehels ta lay down their arms on
the public streets, and go borne pcaceably,
wben they quaintly asked hlm: "«Who is ta
pye us for the trouble we have had.Y David
Wilson was educated ia Ballymena,and at the
Royal Academical Institution, Belfast, and
Prtsbyterian College, there; but, like a great
r.îany of the Irish students, took a session
under Dr. Chalmers. Having been liceas-
cd ta preacb, hie was calledl ta Ca. mnaney,
a gaond cbarge near Belfast, ia 1844, but be
only remained liere for a few rnntlis. -H
was called ta tbe City ai Limerick, in wbich
congregation hie remained ever since, baving
passed bis jubilec about two yeais ago.

WVhen hie went ta Limerick there were
anly about nîneteen familles ia the congre-
galion, and at preseril tbere are over eigbty.

Dr. Wilson held a bîgh position ia thc
church, baving been twice called ta the Mad-
erator's chair, and guided the deliberatians af
the Assembly success(ully, tbrougb many
stormy debates.

For many vears lie was Convener of the
Colonial Mission, in whicb be took a lively
interest ; and in company witb the lit
Rev. Drs. Edgar and DilI, crossed tbc At-
lantic. As a fruit ol their labours, lhey took
back Lîo,coal sîg. While in Limerick he
built a new cburcb ; and bis congregation is
the second largest in thie soutb. His par-
ish was a vcry large one, estimated at about
eigbty miles ia lengbb, anld about forty
miles in breadîb. He was not anly the
most praminent minister in the Presbyter
ai Munster, but one afube most promînent la
tbc General Assembly. He was located la a
Roman Catbolic neigbborbood, and altaough
manfully holding and leaching the great
doctrines ai the Preshyterian Cburcb, he did
s0 la a way that kept unbroken tbe peace af
the city ; and was on most intimate terras
witb bisbops af bhe Englisb and Roman
Catholic Churches.

Dr. Wilson may be saîd ta bave died la
barness. He preacbcd in bis awn pnlpit ten
days before bis deaîb ; and conducted bis
awa prayer-meeting two days before bis
deatb. I am flot aware that Dr. Wilson bas
lefr any publisbed books bebind bira. He
was more a man ai action, and a speaker.
His discourses were cloquent, conviDciag
and tbaroughly evangelical. His funeral,
wbicb was large, was attended by all classes
and creeds ; and bis deatb bas left a breacb
in tbc ranks of tbe ministry, whicb will flot
be easily filled.

The Rev. Dr. Todd Martin, of B3elfast,
the Moderator af bbe General Assembly, at-
tendcd the uncrai, and in the course of a
pawerful addrcss, among other tbings said:
"lOur friend had reached tbe mecasure of
man's days. Ris ycars were filled wibh thc
active, diligent perfirmance ai duties af the
bigbest kind. Tbey were spzut la preach-
ing Christ, la pastoral aversigbt, la dis-
charging the Office af a bisbop af tbe chorcb,
ln pramoîîng missions, la endeavarznq ta
direct, on rigbî fines, the cducation of the
PeOPIe, la the administration of charities,
and la tbe many forms ai aid wbicb a wise,
kind-bearted inan is s0 offeen called on ta
mrier ta persans in perplexity or dificulty.

.lis work is wark that abides.
The flnuas af il will be reaped in ibis and
ather lands."

Toronto, Dec. 28, 1894.

There is as mucb difféece bctwcca
readîng the Bible and reading about if as
there 's bttîwcn eating dinner and rcading
the bill ai [are.


