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MfODERN APOLOUERTICS.

Dr. Ed. de Pressense, Paris, ln an adairest oni the
abnve subJect nt the Prebyteriara Cnunil, sali-
Allow me tei niTer fit-st et ail te the Preshyterian
Couricil the respecifui saluctitins of the Free Evan-
geliral (7hurclieç of Franre-, mnre nnd met-e attached
te the Preqbyterlin type in i lhrentdî, and whirh
codeavour ln ther %venknpçq t<' r-ei*e lis pr;iiiples,
white tbey îry te nfT'r everlastirag C;nspel tei thelr
rauntrymcen Iliving been requet%îed te brlng hefore
you n sut.t nr Apnlngeîtrq, 1 have rhn,en (in arder
nlot te dvell cn gener%lities) oane or the pints the
moîet 6%iien attacked tea-day in chi- Christian field 1
amn anxious to answer tbis chi;er-tien, abat Cbristianity
;s but a produrt cmi the reliigions whirli bave gene be.
fore I. Great strides have been made in recent
limes in the stidv of the bistorV et the religions af the
Old WVarld. Nev nrcss bas been gaiced te the
original sources. te the sacred bocks cf tbe ancient
East. "Thre Book of the De-id I in Egypi, Greek
and Litin Épographv. the disrevery and interpreta-
tions of scuiptured hierogiyphis, ail have cantributed
e, resuscitate the great religious part of humanity.
It bas been asserted chat thesa investigations lead te
the conclusion chat Chris'ianity xas the natural out-
groivth eftihe paît. and tharitj is eaiy te discern what
il borrowed from the great dead religions, blending
aillie ane vast synthesis. Qîir na i ta point out
briefly tbe décisive objections te ibis view ai the ques-
tien, In the firsi place, lot us delcoe what we mean
by Christianity. Christianiiy la net essccîiailV eiuber
a doctrine or a Churcb or a book ; but a great fart,'
the manifestation in a persan of the lotre ai God reach.
ing oui ta save a tost world. Christianity as Jésus
Christ. This is the winess cf ils Most authentic
documents. Herean consasls lts originaiity, is essec.
liai diff erence tramt ail ibe religions eft he pait, even
the best andl puresi. It mav ex'%îbaî analogies cf
teacbang with saine af 1 hese, but there atways remains
between i and them, just the anterval wbich separateà
the adea tram is re.tlization. white the idea atself
shines out an the atinesphere af Chrastaaniîy wiîh
nev uealloyed brigbtness. le the second place, be-
tween Judaisin and te Gospel the analogies are
numerous, for tie one was the direct préparation fer
the aiher-but even between chemra tbere as scarcely
measurable distance chat separates the stage af pare-
parations traim cbat oi luitzatmects. Mareover, the in-
stitutions ai judaasm were designed for the education
cf a partacular people, andi ail chat uvas excluksavely
national and sacerdotal an theci was destiniet te dis-
appear with the accamplissbment of the work of
redempîran. Ic as impossibe, therciore, ta idenm(yr
the Judaaîmn at the deciane with primitive Christian.-
îîy. iletween the îwe rase the cross and the Aposta.
tale af bc. Paul. The more scaerîîabc study af Chras-
lîanaty an recent limes bas ccly vindacated ils oeagin-
alîîy and untmkeness to anyîbîng goang before. In
the thîrd place, thte religians cf the cieeîile werid
bave cteir dam toresnadawîing ut the religion cf Cbrist,
but tbey oty succeeded an rasîng an altar tai the
uuknawn (jud, a symbol ai once of their aspirations
aller taam who was to came anti er pawerlessness te
evolve a salvataon for therselves. le their teaching
they neyer sbook off the fetters cf Dualasin, and
altvays regardes mind and matter as inbercntly
opposed te ane alther, lttke good arnd evil. They
never rose ta tue conception af a hoiy God diàtinct
frrat Hîs creation, ibougit saine glimpses of ibis
truîh seecm ta bave been gaiced by tbear great phil.
osophers. T'hear asparations far outran ibear îraîellec.
tuai conceptions. târoping me darkness ihey sought
and craed alouti fur the unknown Goil, and tracti te
appease Hîra by thear religiaus rites, in whach sacri-
fice cccupaed the foremost place. Thé moral con-
scieusness bore is ucwavering testîmony througb ail
the ages te te reality ai evil andi the necessaîy cf
redempiion. F roti the paîhetac ptnîtential psalms
whicb r.se froa the lamns ai Chaidea down te the
choruises af Uic Greek rragedics, we catch the saine
sorrewful watt o. a burdeneti conscient.e. Hience the
attitudeofa expeciancy commun te ail religions. But
thas anward prephecy neyer tuitalied itself. le spîle
of at the burnîng debire for reparataun andl salvation
the moral decadençe went ou in te aec.ient, world.
Thus, bath the analogies wbîch i revcaled betwecn
the huaxran saut, and, Chrastiauîaîy, and by the pi.-ture
si drums et man*s abortive -efforts ta save himseif4 te
sricnce of religions as a commntary on wbat *rerual
hian cat" Testinwnunt anwzai r.auratiter Chrartiana.

The imora our conception of Chnstaanity as freed troa
the schelastîcismn cf &Il the creeds, ucd centres in thc
fact cf rédemption and in lte Persan ot the Re-
deemer ie Hie divine huinanity ; the more we recog-
nise chat no foi-muta, ne mere symbai, can conlain
tbis livingR Truth, the more shall we bc convinced of
the arigacaliiy cf Chrasîinnity as campaçeti wiih ail
antecteet religions, and, ai the saute tame, oi chat
respondmng ta tie deepest nc'eds ntl the tauan saut
whach ta the trueat ancoiagy. ln ibis paît of Apolo-
getics, as weli as in the whnie oaf eut discipline, the
important tact as not sa mu.-h demnsarating <..arsi
as sbawing forct bis influence te the lives of chais
icla acd in cbat of the Churches. Christ living in

us is the master-thought cf the Gospel, îvbcacb us
becames a living exper-ence an us.

The thiral paper an the subleci befere the Cancil,
andi dealing waîb the abave brac atila, was rcad by
the Rev. Dr. Marcu, Da>dla<Glasgow. Havang firat
laid dowai-îbe propositions chat 11scepticim as the
price wbtch eacit generation rias te pay for grotw:h an
knowiedge," and chat *1each newîiy dîsceveret ruth
demanda ta bc admitîed acta and ta be assimalaîcti ta
the body cf chat truth alrcady bctaeved," he saad chat
lhey bati happiacas and responsmiiily af living mn a
lime when the elasî powertul anti varaius soivemits
bad been applieti te relîgmous beliefs, and wben new
triitbs bat wmth uanusual rapidmty been brougbî ta
laght, se that i coulti not be wondered ai if the
Churca was sligbîly in arrears in the cbeckîng and
admission ai ibese truti. Tbe alîmeti studies, flter-
ary critaciai and hastortcal research, bad latera pur.
sued witb unprecedenîed intelligence, ardeur, and
success, and mucb bail been braugbî te light wbich
censiderably modified tbear view ai pasi times acd af
ancient documents. The Bible lay waîhin the field of
Ibis fresh lîghl, and they undersnd better what tbe
Bible was. That scepicasi sbould exasi in ibis as in
ather ages need not surprise chenal but the question for
thern; was ibis. la the Charch in any degrce respon-
sable for te preseni scepiacîsin ; and is there any
alteraticai we can make mn aur attitude ta vards i or
an out methods ef dealîng wvith it whicb may be
expected te abate ils violence and dianinisb ils exteni ?
It could net, be thougbî, be doubied chat the Churcb
mîght have gaven a more distinct idea of Cbristianity,
and oi what the truc Christian is. Net only in tbe
levier clasa et frcetbaeking jiurnals, but in ivrilers of
the culture and knowledge of the tlc Cotter
Marrisan thereý was exhibied an almosi unaccount
able ignorance af the spirit antd a;ms et Cbrisiianhty
Fat the misrepreaentations thar bail beeax made the
Church was responsable in se tar chat Il had net pro
duced a type af Cbristianaty wbich wveuld make these
mmtscencepîaens impossible. Wbai Christ Hiaiself
requtred in Has folloswers should be enough for the
Churcli ta rcq.iire. Wbat Christ required was chat
men sbauld fullow Him. He djd flot require ibein ta
acu.epi a number of prupositions about Him, but ta
provc thear belief an H.mx %~y accepîing Hîm as the
truc ruler af tbear lite. Tbey bad ne rîght te put bars
on the deors of Hts rold çvbicli He did net put. The
îafierenfia of the Chistian, chat wbicb dist;ngu:sbed
the Chrastian faith tramn every aiher terra ci opinion
or belief, wis the anc conviction chati Jesus is ai ibis
moment conscious and supreme. The qucstian wbich
separated mec auto the two greai claîses, ai Christ:aus
and sceplam was tbas-D.d Chr'st risc fram the detd 7

j(Applause.) If He did, then tbere is a spiritual
power strenger chan the migbîiest physical forces ir.
nature-a spiritual power vbhich could cempel natural
lavis ta subserve spiritual purposes. (AppIaiase' _",
Has resurrection tbev vitre put in possession et God
and immortality. But if, an the contrary, He salit lay
an Has grave an the " lene Syrian town," if death ter
manated, Hîs living ioucb witb ihis world, and if eeav
He was hclplessly scparated tram il, chéei tbe religion
of aposie-s and martyrs was ne mare, and, fer augbî
chat Cbnstiauity coutl say te tbe contrary, nature is
God, and beyond tbe limits she imposed we have ne
outleek ai ail. Secondly, the Churcit wasrespansible
for the prescrit scepîicasmi by prolucing tbe impres-
.sien chat the Bible Must cittier be accepted as
ibroughout nfillb.e or flot ai aIl. Il was the duîy et
the Church ta make it plaie that taitb in Christ was
noi boutad up wiih taith in tbe infallibiliivof Scrip-
turc. (Hcar, hear.) Trhe Charcb wus alsa respen
sable for.not bavirag yet tormnulated a doctrine cf reve-
ltan wbich cnabled inquîring -mind *s te underitacd.
rihai the Bible is, and te-accouait for aIl-its citaractzc-

isîîcs. Fiaily, tbcut generall beating and attitude ta.
iyards sceptîcs might probably beat improvement.
A3 IlIato lnng ago markcd. Il I s a pity, if one-
haif of the wurid gues mad tlarough godimness, the
acher half should go mad watb indignation ait them.Y
tCtieers and Iauglîrer.l One importnt practlcal con-
clusion mial[ certainly be gathcred by thaught(ul pair-
sans on ibis sublec-that at vas, the unbelflef witbin
the Ch.l rhi, tdîi vas maniy resp~onsable o (lac teurt-
belief outside. (epp1luse.) Wcre the memnbers of
tiie Churcbi lead.ng a supernatural làe, unbellef ln the
supernatura wuidbeç.ome impossible. <[-ear, hear.)
Were the suprerne, living, present power of Christ
mani(ested sa the .ictual superioriîy cf Hîs people toi
eantaly ways and motives, il wauld be as impossible
ta dcny the piwer as it uvas t0 dcny the power of tho
tides or the son. (Applause.) Offences carne and
s.cptacs were mnade tieily by thae worifdiness and un-
rcformed, ponr laves Gf professed belmevers. Christ's
ivards ivere very awftl-" Whoso shahi offend onc cf
the.çe huie ocs which beîaeve in Me, il %ve better
fur haut chat a iniUstone were hangcd about bis nock,
and that hc trere droîvned mn the depth of tbe sea." If
any condu~ct of theirs, or if the tenoar of their lite or in-
fitintty bc gr.îdually imprcssîng on the mind cf some
dîild or youth cai iavering persun chat there 'vas little
realty ie religion, &sa duty mure urgently pracssed
open them chan inqju.y into their conduct, and
,àtrenuotus endetvour te malte their religion more real
chan ever.

A NA VAL ECCLESIASZ7CAL A UTRORITY.

Ocean voyagers can judge for themselves whetber
the folloiving incident narrated by the Chrùirn
Leader as as rare as ai ought te bc . A captain must be
inaster mn his own shipi but his despaîismn sbauld be
tempercd by discretion. rte recent atatcry about
gamblîog on board somne transatiatic liners illustrates
taow power can be distased. li aise can be digrace.
Lally abused. A steamer has just brought frram New
Zeaiand une cf the niost notable clergymen ini that
Colony as a saloon passenger. He tvas nacrude boy,
just erdained, but had been la office forty years,
1jresided ovcr ane of the largesi churches cf the
tulony for tbîrty years, and was coming home for bis
tteaiîh. He wished to have service la the saloon ;
and, as as the usual custom, ivould have liked the ather
pa3sc.agers te loin mn it. Net only did the captain re.
tuse has permabson for the second and third class
passengers ta janthe first in worship and, when ser-
vis.e was cocducted mn the second caban, forbid chose
mni the chard ta attend-a mosi uaustral proceedingt
thougb pusstbly ivithîe bis right , but he aiso strained
bis autborîîy so far as te preclude bis vecerable-pas.
senger fram, preaching in the saloon iself. Not tbat
dictre wvas ne service at ail , for the captain did read
prayers fromn the English liturgy. But the worst is ta
,.orne, this courteous captain had the effrontery ta
îiurmz thîs clergyman chat bé might have preached
raad he ber-e an Episcopalian, but i was an English
vessel and he wzas only A Presbyterian : Such snob-
babtiness ought to be braught, ta the notice of the direc-
tors. At present we will sarnply say cbat the vesselI
as tbe Kaikoura and the clergyman none ailier titan
Dr. D. M. Stutart, af Knox Church, Dunedit-one
wh.,m ail men deligbt tu> honour ciccept a mani who is
netther a perfect. Christian net a perfect gentleman.

THiE Chrri an r ejinies ta reamn tbat an in.
fluenuial comatee represcnting the Christian organi-
zutions of Scaîland bas been farcmed te milie ar-
rangements fijr a vigorous rrissianary campaig-2 in
tbe chiet cities and towns in the nortbern kingdam
Drs. A. T Pierson, of Ph'iadelpbia, and A. J. Gordon,
ai B ;)sien, have agreed te remnain fer some, manîhs iii
Scotland ta ca-aperate îvitb representatives of varions
organizations in spreading tbe missionar spirit
tbrougbaut the land. At a great gathering beld in,
tbe Syeod Hall, Edinhurgh, an a recent Sunday evezi-
ing under the pro-sidency cf Principal Sir Williama
Mutir, these distinguisbed divines were urged te rezi-
der this.servir- and when the request was put tothe
Meeting the audience rose en mase. There cam bc
but ant opinion as te te reception witich-our-tras.
atlantic visitors wil receive in Scotland; aiad -their
appeals arc sure id stimulate sillfurtiter cbat spit cf
missionary enterprise *hicb is now more-thait evr a.
distinguiing note cf modema Christianity.


