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MODERN APOLOGETICS,

Dr. Ed. de Pressense, Paris, in an address on the
above suhject at the Preshyterian Coauncil, said -
Allow me to offer firest of all to the Presbyterian
Couacil the respectful safutations of the Free Evan.
gellral Churches of France, more and more attached
to the Presbyterian type in its hreadth, and which
endeavoyr in their wepknecs tn realize its principles,
whilo they try to offer everlasting Gospel to their
countrymen  Having been requosted to briag hefore
you 0 suhject af Apnlagetics, | have chasen fin order
ot to dwell an generalitics) one of the points the
most often attacked to.day in the Christian field, 1
am anxious to answer this nhiection, that Christianity
i3 but a product af the religions which have gone be.
fore it. Great strides have been made in recent
times in the study of the history of the religions of the
Old World. New access has been gained to the
original sources, to the sacred books of the ancient
East. “The Book of the Dead” in Egypt, Greek
aud Latin Epography, the discovery and interpreta-
tions of sculptured hieroglyphs, all have contributed
+ resuscitate the great religious part of humanity.
It has been asserted that thesa investigations lead to
the conclusion that Chris-ianity was the natural out-
growth of tha past, and that it is easy to discern what
it borrowed from the great dead religions, blending
all in one vast syathesis. Ouar aim is to point out
bricfly the decisive objections to this view of the ques-
tion. Ia the first place, It us define what we mean
by Christianity. Christianity is not essentially either
a doctrine or a Church or a book ; but a great fact,
the manifestation in a person of the love of God reach-
ing out to save a lost world. Christianity1s Jesus
Christ.
documents, Herein consists 1ts oniginality, its essen-
tial difference from ali the religions of the past, even
the best and purest. It may extubit analogies of
teaching with some of rhese, but there always remains
between 1t and them just the interval which separates
the 1dea from 1ts realization, while the idea itself
shines out in the atmosphere of Christianmity with
new unalloyed brighiness. In the second place, be-
tween judaism and the Gospel thc analogies are
numerous, for the one was the direct preparation for
the other—but even between them there is scarcely
measurable distance that separates the stage of pre-
parations from that of futfilments. Moreover, the in-
stitations of Judaism were designed for the education
of a particular peopie, and all that was exclustvely
national and sacerdotat in them was destined to dis+
appear with the accomplishment of the work of
redemption. It 1s impossibe, therefore, to identily
the Judaism of the dechine with pnmitive Chnstian-
ity. Between the two rise the cross and the Aposto-
fate ot St. Paul. The more scientitic study ot Chris-
tianity 1n recent times has only vindicated its ongin-
alty and untikeness to anything going before. In
the third place, the religions of the Genule world
have tnerr dim foreshadowing of the religion of Christ,
but they only succeeded in rasing an altar to the
unknown (od, a symbol at once of their aspirations
after him who was to come and their powerlessness to
evolve a salvauon for themselves. In their teaching
they never shook off the fetters of Duahism, and
alvays regardea mind and matter as inherently
opposed to one another, ke good and eyil, They
never rose to tne concepucn ot a holy God distinct
from His creation, though some glimpses of this
truth seem to have been ganed by their great phil-
osophers. Their aspirauions far outran their intellec.
tuat conceptions. Groping 1n darkness they sought
and cried aloud for the unkaown God, aad tned to
appease Him by their religious rnites, in which sacn-
fice occupied the foremost place. The mioral con-
sciousness bore 1its unwaveriag tesumony through all
the ages to the reality of ewvil and the necessity of
redempuion. From the pathetic penitential psalms
which rise from the Plains of Chaldea down to the
choruses of the Greek Iragedics, we catch the same
sorrowful watl 0. 2 burdened conscience. Hence the
atutude of expectancy common to all religions. But
this inward prophecy never fuifilled stself. In spite
of all the buraing desire for reparation and salvation
the moral decadence went oa in the ancient world,
Thus, bath thé analogies which it revealed between
the human soul and: Chnistiamty, and by the preure
1t draws of mag's abactive .eflorts to save humself, the
sraence of religions 15 8 commentary on what I‘er&ub
lian calls Zestimonsum ansine siaturaliter Christsanae.

This is the witness of its monst authentic

The morz our conception of Christianity 8 freed from
the scholasticism of all the creeds, and centres in the
fact of redemption and in the Person of the Re-
deemer in His divine humanity ; the more we recoge
nize that no formula, no mere symbol, can contan
this living Truth, the more shall we be convinced of
the originality of Chnstianity as compaged with ail
antecedent rehigtons, and, at the same time, of that
responding to the deepest aceds ot the hAuman sout
which 15 the truest anology. In this patt of Apolo-
getics, as well as in the whole of aur discipline, the
important fact 1s not so much demonstraung Chnst
as shomng forth s 1afluence n the hives of Chns
tians and in that of the Churches., Christ Living 1n
us is the master-thought of the Guspel, which thus
becomes a living experence 1n us.

The third paper on the subject before the Coancil,
and dealing with the above branch ot 1t, was read by
the Rev. Dr, Marcus Dods, Giasgow. Hawving first
laid down -the propnsitions that *scepticism is the
price which each generation has to pay for growth in
knowledge,” and that * each newiy discovered truth
demands to be admutted nto and to be assimuated to
the body of that truth already believed,” he satd that
they had happioess and respsasibiity of hiving in a
time when the most powerlul and varicus solvents
had been applied to rehigious behiefs, and when new
truths had with unusual rapidity been brought to
hight, so that it could not be wondered at 1if the
Church was slightly in arrears in the checking and
admission of these truths. The allied studies, liter-
ary critictsm and historical research, had been pur-
sued with unprecedented intelligence, ardour, and
success, and much had been brought to light which
considerably modified their view of past times and of
ancient documents. The Bible lay within the field of
this fresh hight, and they understood better what the
Bible was. That scepticism should exist in this as 1o
other ages need not surprise them, but the quesuion for
them was this . Is the Charchin any degree respon-
sible for the present scepucism ; and s there any
alteration we can make in our attitude towards it or
in our methods of dealing with it which may be
expected to abate its violence and diminish its extent 7
1t could not, he thought, be doubted that the Charch
might have given a more distinct idea of Christianity,
and of what the true Christtan is. Not only in the
lower class of freethinking journals, but in writers of
the culture and knowledge of the late Cotter
Momson there was exhibited an almost unaccount
able ignorance of the spinit and aims of Christianity
For the misrepresentations that had been made the
Charch was respunsible in so far that it hud not pro
duced a type of Christianity which weuld make these
musconceptions impossible. What Christ Himself
requued 1o His followers should be enough for the
Church to reqaire. What Christ required was that
men should fullow Him. He did nut require them to
accept a number of prupositions about Him, but to
prove theur belief in H.m hy accepting Hum as the
true ruler of their life. They had no nght to put bars
on the doors of His fold which He did not put. The
dyfferentia of the Chustian, that which distinguished
the Chnistiaa faith from every othe:r form o: opinion
or belief, wds the one conviction that Jesus is at this
moment conscious and supreme. The Juestion which
separated men into the two great classes of Christians
and scepucs was this—D.d Christ rise from the dead?
(Applause)) If He did, then there is a spiritual
power stronger than the n}ightiest physical forces it
nature--a spintual power which could compel natural
laws to subserve spiritual purposes. (Applause, T,
His resurrection they were puat in possession of God
aad immortality. Bt if, on the contrary, He still lay
in His grave 1in the “loac Syrian town,” if death ter
minated His living tauch with this world, aand if aow
He was helplessly separated from it, thep the religion
of apostles and martyrs was no more, and, for aught
that Chnistianity could say to the contrary, nature is
God, and beyond the limits she imposed we have no
outlook at ail. Secondly, the Church was respoasible
for the present scepticism by producing the impres-
sion that the Bible must either be accepted as
throughout infillible or not at all. It was the duty of
the Church to make it plain that faith in Christ was
not bound up with faith in the infallibility .of Scrip-
tere. {Hear, hear) The Charch was .also respon
sible for.not having yet formulated a doctrine of reve-

lation which enabled inquiring -minds to underﬁtantd
what the Bible is, and to-account for all-its character-

isucs.  Finaily, thair general beacing and attitade to-
wards sceptics might probably bear improvement,
As Plato long ago remarked . “ Jt is a pity, if one-
half of the wourtd goes mad through godiuness, the
other half should go mad with «dignation at them.”
{Cheers and laughter.) One important practical con-
clusion will certainly be gathered by thoughtful per-
sons on this subject—that it was the unbelief within
the Charcl #huch was masaiy tespoasible for the un-
belief outside. (Appliuse.) \Were the members of
tae Church {eading a supernatural life, unbslief in the
supernatural wouid become impossible,  (Hear, hear,)
Were the supreme, living, present power of Christ
maadesied 1a the actual supenionty of His people to
eacthly ways and motives, it would be as impossible
to deny the pawer as it was to deny the power of the
udes or the sun. (Applause.) Offences came and
sweptics were made chiefly by the worldliness and un-
reformed, puor lives of professed believers. Christ’s
words wece very awful~* Whoso shall offend one of
these little ones which believe in Me, it were better
for him that a m.llstone were hanged about his neck,
and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.” If
any conduct of theirs, or if the tenor of their life or in-
ficmuty be radually impressing on the mind of some
hild or youth ar wavering person that there was little
reaity in rebgion, 10 duty more urgently pressed
apon them than inquiry «ato their conduct, and
strenuaus eadeavour to make their rehigion more real
than ever.

A NAVAL ECCLESIASTICAL AUTHORITY,

Ocean voyagers can judge for themselves whether

the following incident narrated by the Christian
Leader 1s as rave as it ought to be . A captain must be

master in his own ship ; but his despatism should be
tempered by discretion. The recent outcry about
gambiing on board some transatlantic hinersillustrates
how power can be disused. [t also can be disgrace.
fally abused, A steamer has just brought from New
Zcaiand une of the most notable clergvmen in that
Colony as a saloon passenger. He was nocrude boy,
just erdained, but had been ia office forty years,
presided over one of the largest churches of the
culony for thirty years, and was coming home for his
health. He wished to have service in the saloon;

_and, as s the usual custom, would have liked the other

passeagers to join tnit.  Not only did the captain re-
tase his permission for the second and third class
passengers to janthe first in worship and, when ser-
vine was conducted 1n the second cabin, forbid those
i the thied to attend—a most uausual praceeding,
though pussibly within his sight , but he also strained
his aathoruy so far 28 to preclude his venerable-pas-
senger from preaching in the saloon itself. Not that
there was no service at all, for the captain did read
prayers from the English liturgy. But the worst is to
«ome, this courteous captamn had the eficontery to
1afurm this clergyman that he might have preached
nad he becn an Episcopalian, but it was an English
vessel and he was only a Presbyterian ! Such snob-
bishness ought to be brought to the notice of the direc-
tors. At present we will simply say that the vessel
s the Xarkoura and the clergyman none other than
Ds. D. M. Stuaart, of Knox Church, Dunedin—one
whom all inen delight to honour except a man who is
neither a perfect Christian nor a perfect gentieman,

THE Christian [eader vejnices to learn that an in-
fluential commuttee vepresenting the Christian organi-
zations of Scotland has been formed to make ar-
rangements for a vigorous missionary campaign in
the cheef cities and towns in the northern kingdom.
Drs. A T Pierson, of Philadelphia, and A. J. Gordon,
of Boston, have agreed to remain for some months in
Scotland to co-operate with representatives of various
organizations in spreading the missionary spirit
throughout the land. At a great gathering held in.
the Syaod Hall, Edinhurgh, on a recent Sunday even-
ing under the presidency of Principal Sir William

Muir, these distinguished ivines were urged to ren- -

der this.service ; and when the request was put to the
meeting the audience rase e masse. There can be
but one opinion as to the reception which-our trans.
atlantic visitors will receive in Scotland ; add -their
appeals are sure tS stimulate still further that spirit of
missionary enterprise which is now more-than ever a
distinguishing note of modern Christianity,



