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$30 from the Supcrintendent of Mis:ions tuward a fund in
the Presbytery for pioncer and exploratury work swas an-
nounced, and the cordial thanks of Preshytery were trans.
mitted to the donor. Communications were read from
several missionaries, giving valuable information as to the
progress made by the fields under their charge., The
ambuats due missionaties from the Augmentationand ome
Mission Funds for half year closing Sept. 30 were then made
up, amounting in all to $1,368: Estimates for the ensuing
half year were then taken up, and gpplication made for the
grants deemed requisite, amounting to $1,716. A public
meeting was held during the Presbytery’s stay, the main
feature of which was a most interesting address by the Rev.
James Herald, on ** What I saw in Scotland,” There was
also a meelicg for conference and devotional exercises in
connection with the weekly prayer meeting of the congre.
gation in whese chutch the Presbytery sat.  Next repular
meeting was appointed to be held in Medicine Hat, first
Tuesday in March, 1888, at two p.m., and the Presbytery
closed a prolaonged session two_hours after midnight on the
morning of the 15th inst.—J. C. {ERDMAN, Pres, Clerk.
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MONTREAL NOTES.

The Trafalgar Institute opened on Thazsday last with a
fair attendance of pupils. The staff is about complete, and
romises to be an efficicnt one.  The following are somé of
its membhers* Professor Eaton, of McGill, Latin and Greek ;
Miss Woolan, German and French; Miss MacDonnell,
Drawing : Mr. A. T. Taylor, Art; Miss Smiths, Mathema-
tics ; Miss Sym, Instrumental Music; Miss Labatt, House
keeper. The permanent principal is not expected for a few
weeks, her place being temporatily filled. A Scientific De-
partment is to be opened after the Christmas vacation. The
site of the institute is a most desirable one, being at the top
of Superior Street, on the Mountain slope, the grounds
around the house being large, and tastefully laid out.

The regular meeting of the Montreal Presbytery took
place in the David Morrice Iall on Tuesday, the 4th inst.
A special meeting was held in the Centre Farnham Church
on Monday week, in connection with the resigration of the
pastor of that congregation, Rev. A, H. Maclarlane.  After
hearing all parties, the resignation was accepted, and the
Rev. ]. Patterson appointed to preach the pulpit vacant.

The Rev. George Coull, M.A., formesly of Valleyfield,
Ont., has accepted a unanimous call to St. Sylvester and
Lower Leeds, in the Preshytery of Quebec.  This congre-
gation has been vacant for about five months, its former pas-
tor, Rev. G. R. Maxwell, betug translated to Three
Rivers. Mr Coull’s induction takes place on Wednesday,
the r2th inst.

The Rev. J. Gordon Gray, D.D., minister of the Free
Church of Scotland at Rome, Italy, arrived by the Parssian
last week. His object is to raise funds sn Canada and the
United States to aid in reducing the debt on his church

roperty at Rome. The site, purchased in 1883, cost
§27.5oo and the buildings $40,000. Upward of $40,000
have already been raised, and Dr. Gray hopes to get a con
siderable portion of the remaining $25,000 er $30,000 in
Amrrica. His Church is the only Presbyterian one in
Rome, and is attended by many visitors from America as
well as Europe.  The Rev. Dr. Jenkins was a collcague of
Dr. Gray’s in Rome three yearsago fora winter, and warmly
commends the effort now being made. Dr. Gray preached
on Sabbath morning in Erskine Church, and in Crescent
Street in the evening.  He poes west next week to visit Ot-
tawa, Kingston. Toronto, etc.

On the 15th inst. the next session of the Pointe-aux.
Trembles Schools begins. Already nearly 250 applicauuns
have been received, and as many admitted as the buslding
will accommodate. It is earnestly hoped that the appeal,
sanctioned by the General Assembly, for funds to enlarge
the buildings will prove successful, so that the contract may
be let this season, and the work completed before the open-
ing of another session. The board have strengthened the
#aff by the appointment of Miss Vessot, the accomplished
. rench teacher of the High School, Montreal. and an eat-
nest Christian lady. The school commissioners of the cuy
part with Miss Vessot with great regret, as she has proved a
most successful teacher and disciplinarian.

The next scssion of the Presbytenian College, Montreal,
opens on the evening of Wednesday, the sthinst., at cight
o'clock, when a lecture will be dehvered by the Rev. Prof.
Scrimger, M.A., on * The Law of the Sabbath.” As this
is a subject of more than ordinary interest in the city at the
present uime, there will doubtless be 2 large attendance of
the friends of the college and others. A special c¢nllection
is announced on behaif of the Library Fund. The prospects
for the cnsuing session ar¢  excepuonally good, upward of
twenty new students being already forward. Tae staff has
been strengthened Ly the appmatment by the Board of the
Rev. L. H, Jordan, B.1., as Lecturer in Homiletics.  Au-
thority was given by last Assembly for the appointment of
a lecturer, and Mr. Joidan has consented to accept the po-
sition for this session, gving two hours per week.

The St. Gabriel Church bazaar took place in the new
armoury of the Victoria Rifles, on Friday and Saturday
last. The hall was tastefully decorated, and the tables
abundantly supplied with a great variety of fancy and usefel
articles. A rustic arbour in the centre, at which bouquets
and plants were sold by young ladics in Swiss peasant cos-
tume aftracted special attention. A furnished drawing
room with artticles {or sale wasanother unique feature.  The
bazaar was formally opencd on Friday by Sis D. A. Smith
in an interesting address. Sir Donald’s interest did not
confine itself to words, for he privately handed Dr. Camp.
ball a check for $1,000 on behall of the church debt. The
weather on Saturday was most unfavourable, still the bazaar
was quile successful, 2nd must have netted a large sum. To
Mrs. Campbeil, and to the staff of ladies who soably aided
her, the congregation is very dccgly intebted for this success.
ful cffort ta reduce the debt on the new church,

At the evening service in Chalmers Churchaddresses were

delivered by Messrs, Redfern and Saunders, missionaries
clect to China, under the auspices of the China Inland Mis-
sion of London, England.

The Rev. J. S. Black, of Colorado Springs, and recently
of Erskine Church, Muntreal, is at present on a visit east,
He preached to a large congregatiun 1n Erskine Church
on Ssbbaih evening.

The Riv. M. McLeod, of Lingwick, in the Presbytery
of Quebec, has accepted a call to Loch Lomond, C. 1., in
the Presh; tery of Sydney, N. S. It is hoped that arrange-
ments may now be made to unite Lingwick with Gould.
The two congregation: lie alonpside each other, and to-
gether weuld form a good self-supporting charge of about
115 familics,

Mr. D L. Moody arived in the city last Saturday
morning, and is staying at the Windsor.  He began his
work here by three services on the following Sunday, viz.,
nine a.m, ; four p.m., for women, only, and hall-past eight
p.m., for menonly. The meeatings are to be held in the
Crystal Rink, on Dominion Square, which is lighted by
clectric light.  Seats have been placed for upward of 4,050
on the floor of the rink, and a platform has been erected
tu hold Goo additional. Seivices are to he held at thice
and cight r..m. every week day for two weeks at least.

The several congregations of the aity are orgamizing for
winter work. On Monday week the annual mecting of 5t.
Paul's Church Young Men's Assoctation was held, and the
course of lectures decided on for the season was ** Canadian
Biographies.,” The following officers were clected for the
ensuingyear : Rev. James Barclay, M.A., hon. president;
Dr. ]J. C. Cameron, president; Mr. A. T. Drummond,
first vice-president : Mr. Alexander dMcFee, second vice.
president ;3 Mr. A. J. McPherson, secretary 3 Mre. F. E.
Jodry, treasurer; Mr. W. A, Doig, sccretary of Monday
morning meetings, and a full committee of management.

The Rev. Dr. Campbell's book on the history of St.
Gabriel Church is just out. Instcad of some 300 or 400
pages, as was originallgoi(;nended. it has grown to an octavn
volume of upwards of pages. Ina lengthened notice in
the AMontreal Gazette the author is highly commended on
the result of his Painsla’xing labours, and on the great value
of the book, which is charactetized as virtually a history of
Presbyterianism in Canada.  On a future occasion reference
will be made to the contents.

Owing to the breaking up of the schouls in June and the
absence of so many families from the city, it was resolved to
hold, on the 1st of October, a gathering of all the Sabbath
school children in the city in hunour of the Queen'’s Jubilee.
Extensive preparations were made.  The plan contemplated
was to have a parade of the scholars from McGill College
grounds to the Victoria Skating Rink and an entertainment
there. The wet weather intetfered with the parade. The
meeting, however, took place in the nnk, which was
crowded 1o excess by abou! 10,000 children, with their teach-
ers and friends  Sir J. W. Dawson presided. The pro-
gramme included singing by the children and by the original
Fisk Jubilee singers, an exhibition by a number of deaf
mates and also by several Indians from Algoma. Jubiles
mugs from England and medals were to be presented to
each scholar. Owing to the dense smole the steamer
bringing the mugs did not reach Montrealin time. These are
1o he distributed through the respective schools.  They cost
upwards of $300, a douation from Sir D. A, Smith to the
childica,

DISTRIBUTION AND SUPPIY.

The Assembly's Distnbutien Committce held s thued
quattecly meeung for 1887 at St. Paul’s Church, Hammlton,
on Thursday, September 22, There were present wath the
Rev. Dr. Laidiaw, Convener, Revs, Dr. Torsaace, Clerk :
Dr. Cochrane, Dr. Laing and Mr. Geurge Ruthetford,
clder, Revs. Di. Reid and Mr. Giray beng unavowably
absent.

The Clerk submitted the most gratdying report that has
been beforc the commiuce since the remodelling of the
Scheme.

During the past quatter six of those vn the commattee's
list had either been calicd away and settled or had with.
drawn thetr names owing to being on the eve of scttlement,
Nine new applicants were placed upon the roll, making the
whole number to be distributed for fhe current quarter
twenty-five.

Of the twenty Presbyteries sending i returns  four-
teen repotted yacancies needing supply thiough the commat.
tee. As a number of the thirty-two vacancies asked for
only partial supply, the total numlier of Habbaths to be
filled was only 228.  Thus the committec cuu.d give each of
the twenty-five applicants on the rull only niue Sabbaths®
preaching out of the thirteen Sabbaths inthe quarter.  Had
all the Presbyterics in Ontario and Qucbee reported their
vacancics and asked for cither full or partial supply, all the
applicants on the roll might have received appointments for
the whole quarter.

It is the purpose of the committee to scek to have the
Scheme made as petfect and as satisfactery in its workng
as possible, and Preshyterics are invited to help towsrd this
cnd by doing what they can to give effect to the provisions
of the Scheme as at_present in operation, or by suggest.
ing {improvements if any may sull be found necessary.
The committee already see beneficial results from the fol.
lowing additions to the Scheme, which were adopted at
last General Assembly :

1. Ministers and licentiates failing to fulfil their appoint-
ments without assigning a due cause may be refused further
appoiniments by the committee, notice of their action to
he sent to the Presbyteries by whom the partics were
certified.

2 That the committee have power to withhold appoint
ments from any to whom objcctions have been wmade until
such time as the Presbytery recommending him shall show
cause for Lis being given his former position.

3. Presbyleries are instructed to report ail vacancies in
theit hounds prepared to call, and obtein through the com-
ittee cither full or partial supply. )

4. Vacancies reported as requiring supply for a certain
number of Sabbaths shall be held responsible for the em-
ployment of those sent to them for these Sabbaths either in
thetr own pulpits or elsewhiere.

The next meeting of the committee will Ue held in St.
Paul’s Church, Ilamilton, on Monday, December 19, at

< ten o'clock aawm,

sabbath School Eeacbe}?
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"NIERANATIONAL LESSONS.
Oret s POWER TO FORCIVE SINS.  {™M+

GotneN Tex1.--The Son of Man hath power on
earth to forgive sins. —Mat. ix. 6.

SHORTER CATECHISM.

Question y3.—\When the law was given to Moses it was
introduced Ly a statement that the Lawgiver was God, The
Israchites had been under the tyrannical and oppressive laws
of the Phatavhs. Now Jehovah, the absolute self-existing
One un whom all being depends, declares His law to them.
It 1s not intended fur une nation only, but is of universal obli-
pauon.  The preface to the Ten Commandments gives the
reon why they should be obeyed. *“1am the Lord thy
God.” Itis God's law, thetefore perfect. He is the cove-
nant God, thy God. He is to be trusted and obeyed be-
cause He has redeemed His people. They were released
from the bitterness of Egyptian bondage. We are redeemed
from the slavery of sin, ther. fore we are bound by gratitude
to obey the law of God.

INTRODUCTORY.

After Chnst had stilled the tempest on the Lake of Gali.
lee He delivered two men from the awful afiliction of de.
mon.ac possession. This occurred in the country of the
Gadarenes. The people there, because their swine, taken
possession of by the evil spirits, had been drowned in the
waters of the lake, prayed Jesus to depart from their coasts.
They did not know whom they rejected. Jesus complied
with their request, and with His disciples re-crossed the
lake, and came to Capernaum, where this miracle of healing
was wrought.

1. The Paralytic Healed.—The word *‘palsy " is a
contraction for ** paralysis,” a partial or total loss of sensa-
tion and power of motion. It was a prevalent disease in our
Savionr’s ime. The man was unable to come himsell. He
was carried on his portable bed by friends. They had faith
i Christ’s power to heal. YWhen they reached the house
where Jesus was they found it so crowded with people
hstening to His teachings that they could not gain an en-
trance. This did not deter them. They carried the sick
man up to the flat roof of the house, made an opening, and
gently lowered the patient into the presence of the Great
Physician. With a word of power the sufferer is healed.
The faith of the man and the faith of his friends isrecognized
by the Saviour.  Wherever faith 1s He seesit. He speaks
words of comfort to the distressed paralytic: ** Be of good
cheer, 'and adds an assurance of still greater comfort : *“thy
sins are forgiven thee.” It is possible that the man's dis.
case was the direct result of his sins; atall events it was
sin that brought death into our world, and all our woe.
His discase may have pressed heavily oa his spitit ; his con.
science was quickened and he no doubt longed for pardon.
Dzath may have appeared to him as near at hand. How
welcome then were the Saviour's cheering words !

1I. Jesus has Power to Forgive Sins,—Several
Scrbes whu were present wese offended at Christ's words.
They nade a great mistahe. The poor sufferer recognized
I1is Hvine power; they failed to sce it ; they thought of
Him only as a2 man like themselves, and in their hearts they
said, ThHis man blasphemeth,  If he were only a man they
wuuld Le right in so thinking, for no man can forgive sins.
They erred in denying the divinity of the Son of God, who
evidenced that divinity in being able to read their thoughts.
They are startled by His question, ‘“‘Wherefore think ye evil
in your heatts > The next question would be no less stagt-
ling to the Scribies, “* Whether is easier to say, Thy sios be
forgiven, or to say, Arisc and walk ?” To man, one wasas
difficult as the other.  To man, both are impossible. The
apnstles afterward wrought miracles, but never by their own
power 3 ihe marvellous works were done in the name of
Jesus,  So miraculous healing and the forgiveness of sins
were Jivine prerogatives.  If Jesus possessed these powers,
then Hce was divine. By the actual exercise of that power
1c leaves the doubtiag Scribes no alternative but belief in
Himsclf as the Son of God.  “‘ But that ye may know that
the Son of Man hath power on carth to forgive sins, then
saith He to the sick of the palsy, Arise, take up thy
bed and gounto thine house.” The poor man, who so long
had been powetless, is immediately restored to health. He
had to be carried to the house where Jesus was ; he is able
to walk to his home. All Christ’s work is complete ; what-
ever He does is perfect.  Such an evident manifestation of
divine powet could not fail to produce a striking impression
on all who beheld it. The lesson docs not say how the
murmuring Sciibes were affected by the miracle. We are
not told whether they were convinced or not; at all events
they were silenced for the moment. The multitudes who
witnessed the cure of the sick man by Christ’s word mar-
velled.  They were impressed with a feeling of wonder, ad-
miration and awe. Thev understood aright the source of
the power whose excrcise they had witaessed.  *“ They
glorificd God who had given such power unto men,”

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

Christ sympathizes with the distressed.

Faith is indispensable, if we would receive blessings from
Christ. -

Forgiveness of sins 1s God's gift through the Saviour.

As the palsied man’s (riends brought him to Jesus, so we
ought to tring others to Christ.



