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O~UR 8TBUOI

BRIEF SKETCRl OF TU1E IVTOR}' AND
PROGRESS OF TUE PRESiI ITERIANV

CIWRCR IN TORONTO.

Toronto, the ame cf the fair and lourishing ciîy la
which ire direil, la an aid namne. It occurs for tho
lirai time, as ire leara fromn Dr. ScaddinR's !ntcresîing
volume IlToronto cf Oid?" ln an cfficial document
addressed by tht French Governor te the minister cf
the day la 1686. The vord la Indian ia said te niea
IlPlace cf Meieting," aiîhough. accordlag te oilhers II
mneans IlFuness or Abundance." [t appeans te have
been liraI nppied ta tht district lying betireen the
preseat site cf Toronto or the mouth cf tLe Humber,
aad the south easiern part cf Lake Huron, nov kaown
as tLe Geargian Blay. The ladians and eanly voy-
ageurs and traders came by wnter as far as ibis part
cf Lake Onario, and thence made a portage te Lake
Sinicot, and se Inward te Lak<e Huron. Ia lime the
name iras approprlated ta Mbs more southera end cf
thet mail, where a fort iras enected by tLe French about
1752, caiied IlFort Roullé~," Lut whlch came te be
more generaliy kacira as 'lFc>rt Tenante." Tht site
ci Ibis fort la noir marked by a caira on the lake
shore, jusa ta tLe vest cf tht exhibliio grounds. The
favourable position cf tht place seau ta have Leen
porcetved ai an early perlod by those irbo visited it.
Major Rogers, irho vas seat*veny shartly aiter the
conquestian 1759 t0 explore tht country and take
possession cf posts, speaks cf II as Ila most conveni-
cat place for~ a factory.' Seon traders and otLers
established thernselves at Toronto, and business te, a
consîderable exient was carrled on.

The.first capital oryseat cf goverament for Upper
Canada was Niagara, or Newark, aI the mouih cf the
Niagara River ; but ia 1795 the seat cf goverament
was ncmoved by Governon Stmcoc ta Tornto, tLe
nr.me cf which, place Lad been changed ta "lYork,"
la compliment ta tht Duke cf York, tL. second son
of King George 111. 1 have heard that tLe place
wus kaown ait co ie by the nanit of Dublin ; but I
have not learned irbether that nante Lad any officiai
sanction or necognition. Tht firsl parliament buildings
vent .%recied irhere tht cld gaol stand.s, Lut thty wetd
burai Ly the Americans la 1813. Thty vert rebuilt
la :818, Lut were again, Lurat, ibis lime hy accident,
la 18-4. They vert afterwards remcved wesîvard te
the site st eccupied Ly thera. For many cf these
rumtculars 1 acknowledge my obligation to "Toronto
ut Old."

Froni tht Scotch names cf maay cf the early set-
tiers la Torntao,v mezay Lelieve thai not a feir cf tbem,
vert P.-ashytefans ; Lut we have but scaaiy iner-
matlon la regard ta any movements for tht establish-
ment cf a Preabyttnian CLurch. Tht Rev. Robent
McDowaJJ, irho iras set as a missionary to Canada
by the classis of Albany, la connectian. wi b tht Dutch
Reformed Chunch iln 1798, and who pneached for many
years along the norîhera shorts of Lake Ontario, no
douhi hM.d services tram urnme te tue la York, as Il
iras then called, and continued te be called tIi 1834,
wben fI vras laccrporated as tht city cf Tarante.
la i8îo tht Rer. John Bealtie, aise sentby tht Duîch
Refernxod Cbunch, crganized a Presbyterian congre-
galion, but hoe semns te bave ieft the place sbortly
after. Prcbabiy troubles connecitd miii tht ir led
te Lis leaving and ta the disorgan xaton cf the con-
gregation. Having menîioned the name cf Mn. Mc-
Dowail, 1 may mention thal atter itlncnating fat morne
tin., he settled ai Fnedericksbungh, on the Bay cf
Quinte, alîhougb ho continutd through Mie ta labour
rnainly as a asissionar> la destitute localities. lit
ira preseal at my Induction la january, î84o, and
dled a fev yeans fierwards ai an advanced age. Ho
Is te be regardtd as o cf tLe principal pioncera
cf Presbyteniaaism la Uppen Canada.

FIRST PRESIIYTERIAN CHURCH ERECTZD.
REV. JAMES HARIS.

The first Presbyt tria minister irbe laboured per-
inanenlly ia Toranto, was the Rer. James Harris,
irho began Lis labours in i82o. Ht iras a licentlate
cf the Presbytery of Monighan, Ireland. His
church, a smmli brick building, stood irhere Knox
Church nov stands, on a sile givea by Jesse Ketchuni,
whose inamo 1* perpetuled net only b>' Lis generaus
glfts 10, the Prcsbytenlan Church, but b>' the liheral

things which ho devlsed ln concection wlth the B3ible
and Tm.act Socletica, and the Sabbatb and Public
schools of Toronto.

ST. ANDRFW'S CItUCII.
Ten ycars later, ln îS3o, Si. Andrews Church, ln

connectlon with the Church of Scotiand, was built at
the corner cf Cburch and Adelade strects. The Hon.
William Morri, laitier of our townsman, the Hon.
Ailexander Morris was a primo-moyer ln the erection
oft1he church, and the organiration of the con gregation.
At the first meeting of those Intercmtcd la the erection
of Si. Andrew's church, the Hon. Francis Hincks pre-
s'led, and Mr. W. Lyon McKeniowasmecrctary. It la
worthy cf notice that the grand.father cf the Hon.
Alexander Morris iras connected wlth the orgnzaion
of the first Pre3byterlan Church ln Brockvilie, and
was appointcd president cf the Consistory, the congre-
gallon ai thre time bclonging ta the Dutch Retorned
Church. The sanie 1r. Morris tockaloa promdcent
pant in the organisation cf a Prcsbyterlan Church la
Montreal.

The first pastor cf St. Audrcw's Church was thre
Rev. William Rintoul, of the Church cf Scotland, but
who bad been the miaistcr of a Preabytertan chutrch
at Ma-typort, ln Engiand. Mr. Rintoul officialed ai
the opening cf tihe church on the :gth June, 1831, alnd
on the 301h October, or the saine year, dlspensed the
sacrament cf the Lord's supper for the first time, te
112 members. He held the Position from 1831 iti
1834. when he resigned. Fora ie hoe was Superia.
tendent of Missions, afîerwards lie iras settied la
StrectsviUle, whence ho remnoved ta Toronto ta
talc. part ln the worîk of' Instruction la Knox
Coliege. Hîs lait charge iras the pastorate of St.
Gabriel Street Church, Montreal. He dled witie on
a mlssionary tour, at Trois Pistoles in September
z852. He iras a diligent student, a faithful and de-
voted mIsslonary and mnister, and a truly gond
man, revered and lovcd by ail irbo kacir hlm.

In 1835 the Rer. W. T. Leach, now Archdeacon
Leach, of Montreai, and vlce-ptesident of McGiil
College, iras iaducted as mliuter of St. Andrew's
ChurCh. In 1842 Mr. Leach resigncd the charge of
the congregation and reinoved. 10 York Mills. Ho
soon made another change, withdrew fram the Pies.
byterian ChurcL, and sought and obtalned admitsion
ta orders ln the Churcix cf England. On the 6th
Nov, 1842, the Rev. John Barclay, M.A., (noir Dr.
Barclay), frcm Scotland, was iaducted Int the. pas.
tarai charge cf St. Andrew's Church. On Lis resigna.
*tion, ho iras succeeded ln 187o by the. present pister,
the Rcv. D. J. Macdonnell, B.D., previou3ly ci Peter-
baro'. On the 3rd Feb, 1874, the congregation re-
solved ihat it wua expedient to leave the old building
and remove ta a site which they cwned on Kilng
strct at the corner of Sinicoe strect. There they
crected. the commodious, subsiantial. and beautiful
edilice now occupied by theni. The nov church was
opened on the 131h Fcb, 1876. XI Is now filled by a
Large, influentlal, and ultrea! congregation.

UNITED PRESBYTRRIAN CHURCH. REV. J.
JENNINGS.

Ie 1838 a congregation vas formed ln connecion
wiîh the Secession Church in Scotland, afîcriards
known as tbe United Preshyterian. The finit min-
ister was the Rev. John jennings, under irbose min-
lstry the cougtegation grew ln numbers and Influence.
After worsbipping in vëricus places in succession,
they crccted a cburch la Bay street, whicb for maniy
years was occupled by tht congregation. Failing
health compelled Dr- Jeanings ta resiga the charge cf
the congregation la 1874. is death occurred on the
251th February, 1876. Dr. JennIlngs iras greatly
hcloved by the members cf bis own congregatlen, and
by others. Hevas a liberl-minded and Large-hearted
man, and a iaborlous and faiîtful miaister. On
the 2oth July, 1875 the Rev. John Smith, formeriy
cf Boirmanvlille, was inducted as minister cf the
congregation. Ta July, :879, tht congregation renxoved
te a more sultable locality, and a more commodlous
building ai the head cf Sinicce street, to whlch the
nar.ie cf Ensine Chureb was given. Thre calanity
which recenly befl i the pastor and congregation, la
the destruction by lire, of ibeir beautiful, place cf wor-
sLip, bas awakened deep sympatby in the hearts net
only cf thcir Ptesbytcrlaa brethre, but cf menibers
cf other congregatIons. Xti lhoped ihat heforemrany
racaîhs they wHIi again bc enablcd t<> worship ln a
sanctuary equally, commodiaus and Ixandsome.

We have thus noticcd the nise Qf hrce Presbytcrian

congregatlons la Tosonto, that cf Maf. Harris, datlng
from 1820; St. Andrew's church, 1830; Unlted Pte%-
byterlan Church, 1828.

KNOX CIItRCII.
In 1844. followlng the changes whlch had taken

place la Scolland ln the preceding year, a division
took place la the Preshyterlan Church cf Canada ln
connection wltb the Cburch cf Scotland ; anxd ln To-
ronto a number ci the mnembers et St. Andicw's Cliurcb,
havlng separated fioni that congregaîlon, unitcd wlth
the church under the pastoral charge cf Mr. Harris,
and teck, as a uaitcd congregatlon, the name cf Knox'
Church. Tht first pastor cf tho uniied charge was
the Rcv. Robent Duma, D.D., formerly cf St. George's
Church, Paisley, Scoliand. To accommodat the la-
creaied conigregation, an addition was mnade t0 the
original smmli bîlck church ; but that structure having
been destroecd by ine, the congregation cected the
prestnt church, which was opened la 848 AI thetlme
cf lis erection, II was negarded as one cf the bcmt pro-
portloaed and mosa. commodicus churches la the cil>'.
The pastorale of Dr. Burns extended te 1856, whtn ho
was appointed to>a chair la Knox College. Hlsdeath
occurred la :69. His labours la varlous departments
we.re veny great. His missloay tours extended to
ail parts cf the aidez Provinces cf tLe Dominion. But
bis mairie la stli se well koov, and hls memory se,
fresh la the minds cf many, that it la not necessary
to calarge. In no future hlstory cf the Preshyterin
Chunch la Canada n the name cf Dr. ]Burns be
.gnored. Tht Rev. James Harris, pastor cf tLe cri-
ginal cnngregation, ilved for a number of years, and
teck a deep Intenest la the congregatlon cf Knox
Church, acting as a member of the session. He dled
on tht 51h Sept, 1873. He was a gond man, sound
in the falîh, and, aI the saine lime, ever anxluus te fol-
loir thoso Ihinga which niake for peace.

Knox Chutch was vacant from 1856 to 1858. On
the zoth September, cf the latter year, tht Rev. Alex-
ander Tcpp, D.D., for a uumbcr cf years axinister la
Elgin, and aiterwards minîster cf Royburgh Frec
Churcb, Ediaburgb, was inducted as mîlnister cf KCnox
Church. la tht course cf bis ministry, tht congrega-
lion gneally increased, and additions, ai a large cost,
were madle te tht building, for the better accommoda-
tion cf the Sabbath school, and for tht more efficient
carrying on cf the spIritual work cf the congregallon.
Sbortly afler nelunng from, Scotland, la the autuma
cf 1879, Dr. Tcpp "wa suddenly removed by death, te
the great grief of tLe congregation, cf the eture Pres-
byterlan Chunch, and cf tht commauniîy generally.
Thxe zeal and tLe vlsdom miLt which Lie promoted the
cause cf Presbylerian union, and tht services whlch hoe
rendered te the Church ait large, endeared. hlm to aU
his bretbren and ta ail irho knew Liai, white Lis fidel.
lîy and devoiedness as a pasIer, made every famlly
belonging te bis congregation tedl that tbey had test
a fnlead irben Dr. Tcpp was removed. Ia tht course
cf a few months. tLe vacancy caused by tht death cf
Dr. Tcpp, was fiUled by tht induction of te preseni.
pastor, Rev. H. M. Parsons, fenmerly cf Buffalo, N.
Y. He mas Iaducted on tht 151h April, :88e. Dur-
Ing bis pastorale the congregation Las increased, and
It is ta be Loped that hoe may long be spared te carry
on tLe work cf Godfi tht city.

COOKE'S CHIURCH.
For some years, no addition iras mxade la tLe nuas-

ber cf Preshyterian congregations la the cily ; but
from ig5z and onward, neir congrrgations werc froni
tume te lime crganized. Tht first that vas fornxed,
aller tbose already mentloned, iras Ccokt's Cburcb.
Il iras crganized in 1851, tht original niembers being
mosily froin Knox Charch. The congregation mor-
shipped for several yeara in a chapel on George St.,
a Uttle south cf Ducheas St, wbicb had beea ai one
tîne cccupied by a congregaion cf Briish Metho-
disis. la July, 1 858, tLe building on Qutea Street
stili occupled Ly the cougregation iras opened for
public worship. Tht firstmînister of the coagregaîlon,
vas tLe Rcv. Dr. RoLt. Invine. cniginally front lieland,
but more recenîl>' frcm. St John, N.B. Dr. lrvlnc'a
mlaistryr la Tenante extended tram :852 ilt 1854,
irben ho iras brnrslated te KCnox Church, Hamilton.
Dr. Irvine iras subsequently minuster cf Knox Chburch,
Monireal, whence ho removed te Georgia, United
States, irbere ho died a feir years ago. The successor
cf Dr. Invîne vas the Rev. Andreir Marshall, irbo,
after a brief mlnlstery, la the course cf which hoe grcatly
endea hinxsill te the congregation by bis deep pleîy,
bis carest preachlnga.nd, bis affection-f fidcllty as a


