43

(Jutd isih 188y,

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

place and revealed suddenly, in the glitter of half
drawn swords, the fact that brethren were not quito
unpreparad to meet again on certain fields of warmly
contsyred interests  But from *he beginnin, of this
Assembly it was apparent that conflict was no longer
anticipated, or desired, and rash words were re
celved with disfavour and disapproval.  In the divi
sions of the house the rates did not follow the old
eleavage, and one became aswured that the Chursh
could not be broken asunder  Along the lines which
bounded the original constituents ~f the union they
aro blended into one. The happy solution of the
Callege question wasat once a result and an evidence
of this.

Another noticeable thing was the result of the ac-
tion of past years in the effort to hav > a larger num-
ber of delegates take an active part in the work of the
Assembly ‘The desire especially to have inore of the
clders actively interested in the work has become very
strong and is producing gcod results,and it will be a day
of blessing to the Church when she can avail hersell
fully of the great reseurces for counsel and work which
she possesses in her  Idership and which, apart from
rare exceptions, she has hitherto almost failed to em-
ploy. It is impossible for a person to work to advan-
tage until he fecls his responsibility ; and the Churchis
moving in the right direction when she lays large re-
sponsibility on the stalwart shoulders of her eldersand
takes full advantage of their sound judgment and prac:
tical ability in the direction and management of her
affairs. Theamount of business was verygreat,and the
Assembly was in no mood to expend its energies in
wordy dissertations, Men were listened to patiently
and with close attention if they had anything to say
which promised to throw light on the matter before
the house, but in every case the attention of the count
was intently directed towards the solution of the ques-
tion in hand, and with such cflect that at times items
were disposed of one after another with a kind of rhyth-
mc regularity, giving one pleasure in dealing with ques.
tions which otherwise would have beea rather uninter-
esting, and kept the mind in a state of interested and
efficient activity. The chief thing, however, was the
carnesiness which pervaded the Assembly and which
seemed to grow deeper day by day. It is very easy
for such a court, under the pressure and routine of
business, to be intensely and almost exclusively occu-
picd with the mechanical, to be so occupied in the
perfecting and managing of the machine as to have
little time to think of what the machine is doing, and
in truth many a time have members gone home feel-
ing that they had learned but little of the spiritual
condition of the Church. We have even been prone
to give more attention to the ploughing than to the
reaping. We rejoice to know that, as a Church, we
have not expected a harvest without labour. We
have believed that the word spoken to the first toiler
inthe field, “ In the sweat of thy face shalt thou cat
bread,” 1s true no less of spintual things, But it has
sometimes scemed that we were in danger of for-
getting that there would be a harvest. We have so
busied oursclves in the excellencies of furrow and
fence, of subsoil and drain, that we have sometimes al-
lowed men zealous but not always wise to come
behind us into golden fields which we should have
reaped. In this respact the Church has been under-
going a change; we might call it an awakening.
Formerly the annual reports, the stories of the bar-
vests of the past year, were read, and passed almost
as 3 matter of form. Even the report un the State of
Religion, which if wisely and correctly given, should
become the source of instruction, reproof or encour-
agement, had a hard struagle for its existence. Thais
year it was noticeable that such reports—I might say
in a peculiar degree that on French Evangelization,
which was presented by Mr. Warden—were fullof the
warmth and tenderness of the Gospel. Figures may
be hard and dry as a waggon load of stones gathered
fcom a fallow field, but by the Spirit of God they can
be turned into fountains—springs of water—and when
water does spring from the rock it is pure and de-
lightfully rsfreshing. To my mind some of these
reports were as full of living power.as any sermon 1
ever listened to.  1n coanection with one of them the
Moderator summed up in these words, uttered in his
impressive s'yle, ¥ You can’t get money out of dead
souls.” ‘

The earnestness of the Assembly was much in-
creased by the occurrence of one or two incidents
which touched the sympathies of members very decply,
cases of severe afiliction of brethren on whose be-
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half statements were made or prayers offered. The
stillness which pervaded the Assembly at such times
was of that character which testifies to the heart of
the deep sympathy of the audience and the presence
of the Spirit. The Church has been engaged in a
great work, but sha is only on the threshold of her
labour and her possession. 1s It too much to believe
that God is baptizing bet anew, and specially, for hes
watk? Sheneeds to be gicded with steength, and it
will be the prayer of thousands that God would fulfil
His own promise towards our beloved Church. “As
thy day is so shall thy strength be.”

The most powerful impression was made by the
address of Dr. McKay, who spoke in connection with
the Foreign Mission report.  Although evidently suf-
fering, especlally towards the close of tus address,
which was delivered to a house densely packed, he
spoke with even more than his usual fire and earnest-
ness, and many cyes were filled with tears, especially
as he bade them farewell, and one could not doubt
but many went away with the prayer that God would
help them to be more worthy of the cause of Christ,
and by His graceto lruly

**0a stepping stones

Rise to higher things
Of their dead selves.”

St Catharirtes, 3 une 29tk, 1881,
AN ORIGINAL ANECDOTE FOR
STUDENTS.

My father, whose name is Donald Fraser, and his
neighbour William Fraser were very intimate, and as
much together as was consistent with their occupa-
tion, they both being industrious farmers, My father
was nearly seventy years of age, and his friend Wil.
liam was several years his senior. Both were High-
land Scotchmen from loverness-shire, and, as is the
case with so many of their couatrymen, both were
devotees of the pipe and the tobacco-quid from their
youth up. A quarter of a century belore, they had
both, from conscientious inotives, given up their
dram, as they called it, my father leading in that
movement and persuading his friend 1o follaw, They
never wers what would be called intempera =, but
from that time forth they were total abrtainers from
all intoxicants. They were both godly men, and most
of their conversation was on topics of religious ex-
perience.

One night, at my father’s house, during their chat.
ting they commenced filling their pipes, and Willlam
Fraser, turning thoughtfully to my father and tapping
the bowl of his pipe with the handle of his tobacey
knife, exclaimed, © Donald, what do you think of this
smoking and chewing business?”

My father shrewdly answered by asking enother
quesuon, and said, * What do you think of 1t youzself,
William? "

William replied, “ Donald, we say we are Chris-
tians ; and if we are Chnstians, we are ‘frec menin
Christ Jesus,’ Now, Donald, when we are doing this
thing, and canna’ quit it, are we free?

“Do you think yu.self we are? ” replied my father,

“] am no sure o' it," said William, who retained
much more of the Scotch dialect than my fathes,

“And see here,” said my father, * what we spit
around and burn into amoke, of this nasty stuff, costs
us nearly as much mcney as ¢¢ give to the Master's
cause, Is this right?”

Do you think, Donald,” says William, * that if we
should quit it we could do more for Christ?2®

Both then with one impulse, suiting the action to
the words, said, “ Let us put the things up then;”
and both, rising to their feet, laid the pipes and the
tobacco on the mautelpiece. where they lay for many
a long day.

These two m~n of God never smoked nor chewed
again, Willam Fraser has gone to his rest; my
father still lives, in bis eighty-sixth ycar, a _free man.

G. BRUCE.
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MAN too easily cheats himself with taking revent-
ance for reformation, resolutions for actions, blossoms
for fruits, as on the naked twig of the fig tree fruits
sprout forth which are only the fleshy rinds of the
blossom.—Rickter.

SciENCE tells us there has been a survival of the
fittest. Doubtless this is so. So in the future there
will be a survival of the fittest, Whatisit? Wisdom,
gentieness, meekness, brotherly kindness, and charity.
Over those who have these traits, death hath no per:
manent power.—H. W. Warven, D D,
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THE KING OF ZION.

J. Ellion, entitled, "\Walks about Zion” \Ve now
give the following asa specimen chapter ;
In our walks about Zwan, we have considered hoy
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and that 1n connection with their relation to Ziony
King they are lifted up from the high place they
occupy as creatures in the scale of creation to a posi-

ever.”
We have considered the moral strength they need

spitit they should cherish towards Him ¢ whose fire
in Zion,”

instances of fulfilment of the promise * of Zion it shsl

Highest Himsclf shall establish her,”

pointed to the appalling pogition of somnambulists fa

holy places.”
In connection with refetences to autimn and wis.
ter, we have noticed truths that should be regarded

life ; and have considered the resting place in Zwa

palaces for a refuge.”
And now let us give our minds definitely to the con

Buckingham Palace,and how much there was to e
to the thought of our beloved sovereign, Queca V-
toria. But who shall attempt to say how much ther
is in,and in association with Zion, that tends to lead
our thoughts to Zion's King? The sublime Isaih
was led by the Spirit to proclaim, * Untousa Childu
born, unto us a Son is given; and the governmex
shall be upon His shoulder ; and His name shall e
called wonderful, counsellor, fie snighty God.” W

partaker of our nature as the Man Christ Jesus, Heu
“Immanuel, God with us,”

“Ve have often mused on theinsuperable difficulties
with which they have intellectually to struggle why

Christ. Let us look at some of their difficulties.

1 He is vepresented as possessed of dévine altribuln,
He must be present in different places at the same
time who could truthfully say, “ Where two or thret

midst of ther.,” “No man hath ascended up &
heaven, but He that came down from heaven, evet
the Son of man whois in heaven* He must be mor
than man who could truly say, “I am Alpha and
Alnighty”

“\Whose are the fathers, and of whom, as concern-
ing the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessd

3 Heis represented in Scripture as the Creatorof
was made.”—John i. 3.

« Upholding all things by the word of His power.™~
Heb. 1. 3

5. Works were petformed on earth by Christ in-
dicating divine power; a power that He Hims!

healed them all.”

yet believed.”

\Ve have already noticed the little work by the Rey, -

good 1t ts for her chuldren to dwell together in unity, B

tion higher sull—to be *“as the angels” “for ever and |8

on their way to glory everlasting, and the prayerfd

be satd, this and that man wus born in her ¢ and the

We touched upon the sell-inspection needed bysh ]
her children : and, “going round about her, hav |

the dangerous distance—walking about in their dream; J#

in the deep sleep of an unregenerate state, unmored i
by the words, O God, Thou art terrible out of Ty |

by Zion's children at successive periods in humas |
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under the shadow of Him who “is known in ha |

sideration of Zion’s King. The writer of these lice §
well remembers walking about Windsor Castle and |

P I T

may His name be called * wonderful ;* for, whis J8

amid the teachings of Scripture, deny” the divinity of 38
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are gathered together in My name, there am 1 inthe J

Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord,
whick is and which was, and which is to come, th EE

2. In Scripture He is expressly called *Ged’

for ever”—Rom, ix. §. Sceaiso Titus ii. 13, Hebi.& 38

all creature existence. ' Al things were made by | ?
Him ; and without Him was not made anything tk |8

4 He is the upholder of all things, “He is before B
all things, and by Him all thin s consist ”—Col. i I7. §

possessed, for “there wen* virtue out of Him, and He i

6. Heapprovingly accepted worskip. * Thomassid
t> Him, My Lord and my God. Jesus saith uot) 3
him, Thomas, because thou hast seen Me thou bt 3%
believed'; blessed are they that have not seen 254 N
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A most interesting instance has come to the knox §8
ledge of the writer, of a very choughtful man who v1 B
brought to accept the doctrine of the divinity of Chrit- 3
under the influénce of these werds of Scnpture ot B
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In the history of Peter and Paul we have found I -



