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despls.d the Lord fJ.iusJ whIch fi aixon y0u 1" If
murh ami «purgation aboutt b. inalictt-I upon the vis-
Ibili Church of thé present dey the racks wouid b.
sen.tibly dlmtnlsh.

Thtis Churth ni Chrit mnjoye t he pretentc d the
Lord Jésus. Il y (altk h they Ilie of thse spiritual
aucttI andi "ldrink o( the spirituel rock" <a( Co. X.
3,>. They b.levd la Christ (Ex. xir. 31t 2 Cirn.
xx. 20> Th"y had olnacces and sacramtents of Godaé
oirm appoiatmet. They lad a Church organliaata,
o4Fcmr and service, ortlerd according te ChriWts lt
rection. Thse Ho!>' Spi rit was thora by Rls ordlnary
aidmiraculous ecte. Thi>'wtmea *idtualChurch
auswlu ront Mci. xL and s Cor. x., but il the
indivldual membets werla mot spiritual, as wu eurei
(rom 1 Cor. S. 5. Andi ytt lns ibis visible Church *f
the Lord lesus Christ, the lnfrant childaun of God's
pI.SSnd peop1 nere te. %nlued as memtbers, and

'made subjet fls discipline, front the, tendir ap of
ilght days. The. objerti.n tbat Infant <onae, wèrm
incapable of mcircnsson isofno consequenc. Th.y
wet as capable of that rite as adllit <eaies.

Ccd rnanlfesed Ris wlsdons, andi sovereignty when
He cosnmenced the sacrament 0f circumcislon. ht
hall, a spiritual snemning and import. Iti sgnîfetthat
the "body osla muht bc cut ol"(Col. Il. 11> Tis
tisera muetils a separation butween the soul andi #in.
It pointe t t he wolk sjf the Spirit la the oU4, as
nuwy bu cléarly snen (rom Dent. x. j6 & xxx 6 ; Rom
IL. 38.29 ; PâIL. fiii 3.

It ls la vain that t1he Baptistesu ai> theii Churcb
of Christ u.der thei Old Testament dlmpensation was
aotking but a Ilpolitical instituîlom For during a
peelti of îtely SSc years,îhat isfrom Abralam (Gers.
xviL) t. Saut (y Sam. nil>., abatte were na laws but
Church iaws, ». rubes but Cburch rules, no. dusties but
Churcb duioe, au privileiges but Churchs privllegeno
discipline but Churcb discipli.~ Ail the peins andi
penalies were of an ecclesiastical nature, andi were
Iltcied, Under the direct supervision C4 Jehovmh
(Jeuas) Himisel Away witb the Bapdst uawarramîed
talk about a IlpolitcoecclWslstical» commonwealth 1
ThIé w"ol nation wu a vWsb!e Churcla. Tises bals.
tited la thloir ln(ancy ai tii. lked Sea tursa.d ont to b.
the. j»« fitbfaai la the wliole Càurcis, as the history
sinws. As the Lord lesus Hitief "UdlcipkI1 *,j.hj
whoie nbden, H. wtmild have Ris aposties andi min.
(stars do iikewise, as He itls us in uhe groai coin-
asissiota <Matt. xxviii. 19.20). la tus Churcis, Uds

cipieti by the Lord"-the best goverrnet andi disci-
plaid os litth-we find iInfants recogîsizeti as me .
beas, a"t treaWi as suds, by the estpresscomm andi of
the Lord.

Whec, was abat !aw oft he Blesset Redeemoer abro.
gateti? Whmn di theus Lord put the Infant chiltimen
of Hlm people cet o0f the visible Church or authorize
aisy one" in s do aie? Please give us chapter and,

Plu»s publies the aboe. extract fromWp3ges s::.: :a 4
of, A> Shen Methoti wltla thm Dipping Antipoedo-
baptisis. PuuisapI the auhorof.tlae"Questions on lu-
&Mn Baptiisu, recent>' published inl your valuai>!.
:éoper couid answer soine of the. questions inaibis; ex-
tract Ifs.lt hlm give tome oC b." 'chapuers ad
vurs 'callid for. T. GALtAMI a, V.D.M.

L~aîegel, MAfo, U., Ott. »6k, a:ta.

A CEXER4L ÇU.STENZATION FUND.

Ma. EzP:To,-Some mnooths ago a stries of bmuters
appeareti hi Ose e Presbyterian ecord," frein the pers
tf thse Rev. P. McF. Meteeti, on the subjeci ot a Gen.
maa Sustentation Funid. Many brtetbren diti not
agnat *iib bis '.itws, andi considereti bis remarks, ia
lé=s iastances, o0ceeilve. E>' se mod ibs I Wai
targed i t refsly te tient as îhey h"tikaown that I liait

gWa oeat"dte£ thse ssibject, haring serveti on
une~~ cumms wbich bail contldomed tbe question,

one bi(ori-and z*o sdmc fou union. As tbe subjecu
15 un ta, Cos Miataer tiie consideratimof O Presby.
toriestkwas îtaght tbat the presesit wua a sultabile
tisa. (Wt a discussiSon f tiie subjocu. Fuaither, as in
wsucs pace in thai " Record I bus beeti occupioti wkth
the o.e$ of the case ftwas démeti o.!' fair uba

îtas i'ueie'a aOut t Us cdràrmus shonhalbe affoded
tor alai prsa or, otoVeu1w vlew. 1 îb.aufire

I~ûfra10hé mb.adtu olrn f lie tbàéigmt fi, ie

mima. Mr. Murray', howeve, wus stemot with i as

I la, anti forWe lit at Mr. CroliV Tue latter, how-
avear, returoitd lt,reqtiring thât beflore pubishinig It lni
the IlRecord l rrfer.sces ta Mr. bicLeod ahoulti
b. elimtinste front la, and secondly ahat lt shoulti ho
roduceti ont balf ln iungth. As ta thse (iraI, if thtre
wam anythlng las whaî 1 hati wrlîten <bat cou Id b. con-
strued, as perisonal 1 wouild nost chettfully have
oanltted if, but as mn> references werm solel>' ta Mr.
McL.od'à arguments I dii flot sec how the requei
coultil b. conpiim wlah and as to tihe second, i
wouiti simpl>' b. <o omit ont ha f the facto adduced.
ln thms circumstacets, anti to avoid iurther dela>', 1
have contacudeti to ask las publication ln Tact C&AA
rRi.tzssmxAm, andi will be rtadf> ta folIow tise suit-
jeci <urtber, shoulti this b. deemtd desî table by your
teaders. Gxoitt PAutitSOH.

&Wm GAtv, N.S., N.v. tut, JIETO
Tise question of a Cosemai Sustentation Fttnti wil

nomn comn* undur dlmcuszion lin ail our Presb!ritc
anti 1 presume aia la ail aur sassions. Conaidering
that tise policy of the. Churcs ls naw likel>' ta bit d.
ttrianid for sme tint te, corne, as well as looking ai
the Importance of the Interests lnvolWe, lu I. desir.
able that tihe subject shoulti b. vleweti froms ail sides,
ahat aIl proposais shouiti b. thoroughly ca-ivassed andi
thé fullasi Information aff:rdeti to osar people, sa that
our Gesserai Assenub> ma>' be led toabtat measure
huit sutiad, lit out clrciantatances, ta proutote thse oh.
ject ln vlew, anti our members b. prep&reil ho,.tily
te responti ln support of whatever sciseme ia>' b.
atiopteil. 1 know that tie space cf the "Record" is
lînulteti andi la demanti fé: missionar>' lnteliigenre, but
no other perlodicai so reuchas tbm whom membership
C4 thse churci, and as uitboaat their Cordial andi Unitedi
support no sciseme can b. successfai, it la becoming
abat reasoatable scope sIdlt be afordeti for the dis.
cussion of the question la las columns. B3esiles, lis
pages bave bien large>' occupieti b>' Rer. P. bMcF.
McLeod, lin ativocating a particular view, antih lal
on'.>' justice that me sipace, I do net as as match,
sisoulit ho given te, a statemessi oi tise viewz oC thoni
wiso iff« r ot hlm.

la what Mr. McLeoti bau maid regarding the lm.
perfect support os' oan>' of eur ministers, ant iii. 
portanceo situeant being adopteti for thse lmprovenaent
oft ibir circumstances, 1 (eaU>' sympathise, but 1 tieem
ht unnecmssry tes tveil uspots titis point as i la oe on
which we are a&U agreed,. At tie urne tinte, 1 deemt
ht proper te remarr atia every one oho as able ta
look bock upoat tise stateof tise Chu. .1% twenty.five or
thi ru> yemrs *go wilI nee, in tise progress miade in re-
tard te thse support 01 the anlulstr>', reasons for thank.
fulness andi encouragement ratier than for dempon-
descy andi complaining. 1 ma>' add, speaking for
abat; parn of us. Churcis with which 1 ama hest ac-
quainteti, that if ibe uanieenergoies hatib en empoyeil
wlsere tbe dut>' is malt negiected, that bave been &n.
ployed ln caUser quartera in bringing congreations up
to their duit>, the state ai maltera woulti bave been
satiin more fav-curable. It sua> b. saiti further, at inl
thse hut orgali Churcises tbero wil stitl b. caises
of bartiship, andi fot lmsait untier Mr. McLtodià
schseae, where miraisters wbose cogregations do mot
pa>' $SSo loto thse ('ant will not recelve eeA tise mini.
mium divitgnil.

Furtiier, se (aer as the object of a sustentation fuanti
la couceraced, tise providing for the -adequate, support
of the minisîr>', tier cas b. amocg ait rigbî tblaking
g1MMenal the One feeling of cordial aympathy;, tan
where Cisurcises bar. tieesssd tabat pian tise best sulued
te their clrcutusancms. anti are workint it out, we cars
oni>' wlsb abusa Çod speed. The. on!>' question i,
wismtbcs, la regard te thm points on wbich il difers
(romu a stiptn".uplesn.ting or augmentatiosi fund,
it la the planc best fited, in Mb exiaîing situation of
or Church, te gala tise endi. Tise points on whlch
they dilmr ame as fles : lieder a sustetation
schent., ald-amceylng coagrgatiens, andtihome able
te, coantribute on!>' tif to the rate of divdt, pay al
ibeir funti (witb tise exception ofCwhat ls necessary
for chsarch expesses) into a centrat <tattt, antidtigv
log coagregaions puy loto thse maute funti ail tbat lb.>'
wiahe b>'iey c.g.ai a i scatoss, a ntil
oiier*a ys. tain a mm for unir rainister assupme

ma 4M bh both s"mr la thse central hmwInai
cme treulas.n Und.rtismasugmectation mc%,me,
tbm aii.weçelviog cooregtatko« pal direct>' toi their
nainete, an &Mournt fid aceordlag to, their abiizy,
wiit tise su'"o cnqa. Pay ubeiroi naimistus-
la kil ae ibi c~t b emmccedl te Îles libumbli>
eé ther bisets . iiimagmmte*le fad, SUair W"l

tg

sa dlvided among the. ministmu of ald.rectlvlng con.

Sinco the. union ln î887 tee committeles ihave (uli>'
considere thi subject, besides comniîtees andi
synode of the respective bodies previous, and tise>
have arriveti at the. conclusion ahat the latter, separato
front a nom Mission or Kvangellsalc scheme, le tho
one best adipteti to out Church. M. bMcLeod mets
asido tuseir conclusions, as If the>' hati eltiier not con-
sidered the subjeci or were Incapable of Judging of If.
As, houever, lt wili take a good dent more thon his
ex al dtadt utîcrances ta change their views, I muet
review hlm objections. As the third Ie the moat Im-
portant, and Involyts tise whoie question, 1 shahl con-
aider la; first. Ho ahus statutes Il Such a sciemne
would neyer commandi the. tuberality of the. Chsarch la
a degree ta malle (t 4 staccats!.'

No*, hall bMr. bicLeod made the toast Inqulr>' re-
garding the. working of match a sch.me lna the Unitedi
Ptesbyterlan Churcb, h. woulti nover bave made sch
an assertion, for If is known andi adanitted, that undcr
match a sciiema thai body bus raisti the. support ci
lis ministr>' ta a higiier level than that of the Free
Churcis. At the Assembiies, both of 1879 andtitco
Dr. Wilson, Convener of tho Free Churcs Sustenta-
tion Fund, ativerteti ta this fact. Ris words ln the
former year, wern : "IlI should b. kept ln view, tisat
white great progttit bas betn Madie i the Fr..
Church, in the scale of mlaisterial, lacome, other do-
nominations have made yet More rapiti advanceâ in
tbls respect. The Unitedi Presbyterlan Church has
done so ln an nminrnt degre.." But more particu.
larly ln i8go, ho says: "lBoth thse Unitedi Presbyterlail
Chutcii ati th.e Engliti Ptesbyteriasi Chutch =r
mialing a more adequate provision tha. thse Freo
Churcs for maintaaning thse ordîniances of thse GospeV.

(rd, k nt"

IVHAT CONSTITUTES A cUiRIS TIA N
CH UR Ct

The. îollowung extract (rom a paper laIe!>' rad be-
foret thse Baptist Union, b>' Rey. D. A. McGregor, ls
linteresiing te Chnistians genemally andi evoketi a ver>'
lively discussion amomg the members of the Union s-

Is e vasions elets wbicb, la their combination. con.
stitute a regutar Baipiat Chalcis, are (S) tise eusntlal char-
acier of iti memhersip, coosisting of believers oisif, who
have been regenteraied. andi who, upon a profesision or thetz
faits. have subriitte t hemnuime 10 Chltir baptisai b>'
limerino. and (t) thse doctrinal baas et lIs unit>', rtolietr-

iga delinite krm of doctrinal belief requisite te Chuie
tsteno."
On the second point we ofl'er bems no comment b..

yond remarking tisat it ratural' leats ta a more ex-
tendeti vicw of the Churci titan Indepeadent or
Congregationtal principies seems t warrant, anti noces.
sitates a «uin" of individual churches bounti b> a
commoncreetiwell undeastood,alhough unwritten,and
tbls union it appear oven goes tho lengîls of sekins
to be a corporate body> b>' humas. Iaw, with corporate
rights, distinct front the rsghts of individual chiarches.
But let this pass.

The firmi point la thse important one. Iti s the as-
sertion. of a theory whîch never is noir can b. redasceti
ta practice. XI ie ibis confusion of ihongist which
mixes up the. visible andl invisible Cbdrch in one dei.
nîtion, and wlsich does mot dustinguIsh .btween the
ideat ail Teat, abat forme the. chief grounti of separa.
tion between Inidependeaits (whetie Baptist or Pied>.
Baptisa>, anti cuber Churches Lot uas look au iî for
a moment. IlThe îessential cisaracter of thse Chssrcb's
arn.mbeusbip, conuising of bellevers oaly, wbo bave
biem regeame&md Titis is a definition o! thse invisa-
ible Church of God, front whicb no Presbyteriau will
disaient But wbére is there a Chumbi of ibis kinti?
Mark th wor Uocy.1 Retemerte believers, aUt of
them, are member oC Christ' invisible Csurci>, no
reatter wboiber the>' ler are baptize4 or partake of
thse LoWds supper, or mme- witkt othe Christias for
fe"wsblp andi worsblp. .Butno Churcis ocearth con.
sis Ilou!>" »of sucb, ai saute beUieet am ert eut-
barac.d la azy Church cas eîrtb. White, tbere(ore, we
can béattil>' sibseribu to tise deElnltlon as applieti te,
the. Invislbie Cburch we muet -refuts te asmrte k»a
appihal t. Chur"he now .xitii vlsibly as corporale
bodies, awmg min.

Fiarther, w, May' sk: Who kma >ukg tbtI "me-
tia! cbaaèw of a mma andi ,ay WafalI -bat match
a osa belleve atdis rexenaî and that sicit an-
cuber dom net belieie ad is ne« regenerae, a"tix
vlew of" ibs alilble juimet of U endai hara-


