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A GAME 0F BACCARAT.

X'nts iitsk nie wlîv 1 nover play carîds for mney, except vihist,
Imid diieu otily loi. SIXpomw1 poinits? X'es, there is a stnry, anid one
titat n1ay tnt bc uniitercstiîig at tlic jresetît tinte.

You aire, I thhîk, awaro fitat I n'as iii the eut-vice bef'ore 1
bticceedeci to niîy cuusini's titie anîd Pî'operty, a tiivltici I noeVer
expeciod. It ii niany years iîgo iio0W since 1 pasod out of Saînd-
llturst, and v'aîs gtîzottcrl to the -Ili ltissaîs, thonî qîîarteî'- lit
'York.

1 was ton yotinîg tii have ilnal n ciîlies iti tiiose days, but 1
lind one, wh'lui 1 cati Stevenis. Tlicet'e is rto particular reasoti

Why 1 shotildmî't prive his rcal tine, except tltat lie ii tîuw dciad.
Wc lad cjutrrelled frccly at Sanidhur'st, atnd. to tuy iiitesne ds.ut

1 saw lus lianie aloîigbide u initie iii the Gazelle. 1Uc %vas aîîîioiîît-
et] to the saine legitiietît.

'l'o do ittii justice, lie %vais a1 capital ilîatî across counttry, .ud a
taîll, good.lookiîgý fLdiow. Atd ie lo ad lots of rnnnev, wilie 1 liad
okily a fctw liundred beyondr îny pay. But lie %vas nover exactly a
lioprîlar matiii iii the-t It, ini spite of lus lavsi xpetditrr. Lt uas,
ii flet, a Lit too lavisli, anîd ir %vas ruitnoured duait lus faltler Vas a
%ca lfliy stock-brokcr, who lîad beguti by swecpitîg out flic office.

Amon-g the flrst invitatins wlîich 1 received Miten I joned %vas
oiie frmai Sir George Chesterfield, veho liar bcctî Il grcat friciîd of'
mly fitither's. At lus iotiso I 'vas ititroduced to mnanty of the best
counîtry people, but I cltiefly reintiber lus nieo atîd %ard, Nliss
lýtlicl Clicedcrfieldl, n1hin 1 vas dcptcd to taîke irîro ditîter. Lt %vas,
Isuppose, a case of love tit first sight. 1 lîaid bocti atîxious to ,:e

lier, for 1 ltad bccn tuld a'. t,îess thaît site hll been tue icktîovledgt-
cd b)elle of the lirevious seasoti, ati( %vould utîdoubtedly lic so of t lic
season tîtat uvas ,just beciliîiiliîg.

1 savv hier -gain pretty cnstaitly at danîce,; ati iii the litiftig
field. Just as I liad sati.sfied auysolf 1 wvas maîkitg f'air progress i ii
lier affections, Stevenîs appeaîted as a rival, aînd i înost dangerous
otto. Liko lier utîclo, Ethel %vaus vorv koon on lîn'îtiîtg, anîd a.i. ex-
celletnt hiorse.%voiian--and 1 sooui liad the mortification of sceinii
ttat Stevens wa:s ciîttiti, mue olît. As 1 have ntîeiioîîcd, lie %v'as
ex~cellenit across countfry, atnd lie could affut'd to give hîricos foir
]lis btînters %vlîiel %vere tttoriv out of the quimon ori toime.

But tiîy Itopes ria hligl ag.îii on the occasino u'rc'tîîtlhl
at Chijstmîas. I was sittiti-r out Ia datnce %vitlî Ethel wvlicu site sncd-
rtenly told nie she uvas going Io Monte Çaî'lo wih lier uncle îuîd
-tunt for' a fewv weeks. It liaîd ontl' becti sctticd thait day ; it wis
iio gnod staî3 iîîg iii Ettldaid %heiî fro.st îîîade hiiting impossible.

\Vhy diduî't I po thioî' ton, site added ; Aie hand leat'd it wvas sticl
a1 lovely place.

1 got a1 iottiglît's leavo, %vîtlîoît inuel dîfficulty. Just ils ily
*exprest wvas lcaving Ynî'k statin, a mati leant into flie carniage iii a
tiiîagrafirci.t fiar cont. Lt was Stevenîs. " Ilalloa," said 1I 'going
up 10 tovii?" " o"lie reflicîl, -,botter tItan th.'it. V've lust
grL -. 1 iioifli's Icave, and1 unîi off to Mounfe Caru>. Whlei'o arc yýoU

* houidl" 1 tolni Iinui 1 %vas ailso go'itîg, to tiie South of Franco for
a f*ew %veeks. Ho sniiled, atnd I -ilinost feit tîtat I couald have
killed hiimî, and tlîrowni inii omît of (lie uidow as tic train wlîizzed'

ahlotîg. Su Ethel hall told inii ils 'voîl, liad site ?
W!e aîgreed to shoot anîd go by a part icular trajin ; tîtore 'vas nio

* club train iii tîtoso dayi. Theî oiîly result %vis tîtat %ve neitiier of
lis %v'ent by te agreed traitn, but hoth weiît by thie. une bcf'ore ; hiow-
evor, %ve piteidcd, flot tu sec cadi othier, eund occnîpicd differeuit
Carriaiges.

It wvas, 1 tiink, tite thjrd day aiter otîr arrivai tîtat wc hoilu
diîîed witlî the Chestoirfiehdls it flie littie villa tlîey liad talion.
Tihîre wcre otîly two other mcii tîtere, bot raciîîg mcn), and old
friomîds of Sir Gecorgoe's.

After d'rnnîer wve îlaycd cards-first viugt-et-tiîî, îvh jli
%Vas voted du!! 1 and utitnitcly iJacarait. Laîdy Clicstortiol
and 1't liel hotu uîlaycd.

The piunbling qpirit of the plauce scinîs to affiet evcry-

body. I antii sure dumit mîcithter oui' losteoss nr lier iiece would haiive
dî'ruîîcd of' pfayhîg lit York-, but lierao it ivas a nIif[eroîît tlitiler u
Geor'ge îî'onildi't lot thîcîn lalt utfhe public (ables, atid so tlîey bof h
liarloc tItis opput'tunify %v'itl delight.

For per'laps lit lînur the gaine %vent on quietly enouglu, no oui.
had lost alîytlig to sjîeik of', Stevens anmd iiîyself beiîîg, I thlîil.
tie olîly 'vitîileri. IJ'it'itiately, Stevens took tîto batik. Up) to Ili,
tiîno, wo liad beoti jlavitîg witli i Iiiiiit of five lruis, but at StevC1t'-
sugg'fes'ioîi, fle ic iiîh wiva withulrawti. 1 made r f'eeble 4u'otest, but

1 %va13is îîysehi a winiîet, anîd Stevetis; said. witlî soinethîitig like :i
sncer, tlîat 1 iîeed tnt stakc lighl if 1 w'as afraid ofl' Isiig. 'iii,
prit tîuy blood up), ais you can imaî'ginîe. 1 bî'ouglit out 11v note
cause, and fotid 1 lîad about £80 wvitî site, oi %vlid îicruaps £311i
was 'iiîîg. It uvastu't porltaps al very sportsrniat-liko thinig tt

do iii I private ±ranio, but 1 called the bauik, wlîich %vas £Z50, andî
tîtrne iio ri î cards. '.hIey wec tue n'iae of lîezrts, auîd a te..,
Stevetns lookcd at lUs cai'ds, aîiid paid tue. It %vais tny tutil 10 talke
the batik. 1 tmaide it, £ 100.

Ethel %vars sittinIî ofl my riglit ; Stevenîs took the place on i-!b
left of the dlealer uvlih 1 had jutit v.îcatcd. Ile bî'ought out a pfL~

ut' niotes, called flic baunk tîte fiî'st dciii ais 1 hîad done, but Insut.
iiidcd, I %vit botlî sides. MVienî tîte otiiers liad miade tîjoir sak
miostly five or fon louis, Stevens -igaiîî called tlic banik, u%'fich înow
miîaîit about £ff200. 1 protosted to Si' George, aîd lie aigreed %vitli
site it uvas too tiuelî ; but hi could it be hîelied ?

IlVcll,"1 I s;iid, Il it's tnerely tossiîîg double or quaifs ; whiil.
ever wav it goos, I ail close tic baink aftor the next deatl."

1 know £200 isîî't nîluclî f0 you, Stevens, I 'added, - but it
mîeatis îîeaî'ly a year"s itîcomo to nme." Thoin %ve tuu'ncd ulp our
caîrds. 1 w~onî 018e sitle, Stevens paid tilp and lookcd àînytlintg bot
pleasaînt ; su did Ethel, wîho, iiuchi to iny disg-usf, wvas fnllnîwjiiî
lîiîî. Ev'cryoîie else %vas " on tlîc oflici sido, and %vot, but t1mnir
s:fakes uvore conspjarativcly sîiîaull.

1 aîgain nietutionced that tic mieÀt uvaus umîy laîst deal. It wvas .i
repetif ion of' the one beforo, exccpt tiit 1 wotn hoth sides. Steveii,

liard ahuit £3.50 on flic cards, Ethel atmnîlier ton louis. Trîîe %w.i,
a iiirrnitir vhieîî 1 turtied upi ny cards, flic nitie of lucarts anîd al few

4Bai <love," dt'a'.wlod Stevens, '' uimie of hicarts agtaitu. Fuiiî.
îst i ? Ile cotinteu ont lus nuotes uvith glreat care. mîaking a long,
biîsincess of if. 'l shou'ed thecin intu nîy case %vithout Inok-ing. at
tlin, glad that it wuaîs over. On the otlîcr haînd, 1 fl' radtier

uncoiif'rtable at oosîtî the baik wlicn 1 was sucu a n'inneu'.
My baikl," sbId Si' George. Il Coine out of it, iny bov.

WVlat do v'ou saîy to goiuîg back to the five louis liîîîit? lIas iîîi%
one any ob jec'.ion ? 1 mysohlf tlîink w~e liad bettet'."

Anv'thiing you like," I saîid zetiig rip. 1 I vsh wve htîr
stuîck to it ail ailong.'<

I aiu af'raîu, houvever, 1 vaus sccretly rauthier glaul to hî.tve
wvnrstcd Stevetîs, especially bel'ore Eithel. Oui tîme other lrîiîl, 1
kneîv sho iad beeti losing rather a lot to tie, andi %vas afraid t1i If,
liko a woîîuan, siue %vould be aîîgry vith nie in consequctîce. Well,
1 wortld bum lier sotie little presetît to milake us juîits agait.

1 'vett to the sideboard f0 îîîfx mysoîf a bratndy and sclfzt1r,
Ienviatg tîîy note case iii Etliel's cane, tcllinig lier to do %vhat slic couuld
for ste. WVhen 1 rcturncd to flic table she galve it mie b.ttk witlt
soinfhuing af a sigh. "e You have wvon a lot," site said.

'te iicxt t'vo or tliree deals 1 staked the limit, and los carîi'
fuîuc. Thon I took atiotîmer note out of tny caise, aîîd, to. iîîy
aiîzcment, a card camre out of it, aid feli face upivards ou die'

table. Evcryoiue sa'v it. It was the îîineof i harts agaiu.
No one said a word for sontie seconds, during- which I fult mîîy

colotîr coule anud go and the sweat breaking out on nuy forolue ird.
"Bai Jovo," iiîuttcrcdl Stevens.

I4 didn't utt it there," I statimered. Mion 1 renuctnbcrcdl
tuait Ethel liaai adi ny case for a mîinute or two. But it %Vils
iticredible fuait she c ould hiave donc such a tluitîg; sU!!l, low cIse
could it ]lave gut tliero ? 1 looked at liter amîd eawv she secemeni v.'rv
afrilffitentil. I didtî't kîo'v wvlat ta tltink or to say.
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