
iierforiiied hy iùLt.iOlalisil. M\lontaignîe, 'I*olwtS, Voltaire anîd bis sclbuol
avowedly addrcssed tliemiselves to this iask anid fortunaf.Ltely succeeded, for
ap:art froun the aiove considerationis, suelb sîpestitiouîs were inconsistelît
with an intelligent faithl ini an ail wise aud ill powerful ahr

Butt 1 pass low' rapidly to eonisider tlie ihifluelice of free thought tupoîî
the life of t.he Chiristi-.i Church. 1. caninot hiere ag"rce witli tie previolns
sp)eaker. wh'lo sucaoested that the strucrl~e ;ci îtfrce th ougit bais dissipa-
ted the t'nergy of- the Cliurch w'hieh shid have beeii tsed iii rnissionary
ernterprise. Asa inatter of fact. an eidenîje of f rec tlîouglit -alwavs fomnd
the Chîîrch ini a cold aiffd lîfelcss condition. nieglectimg ilissionlary enter-
prise ; and the progress of the Coliiet always resîîlte ilidepnn the
Spiritual lîfe of flic (1 hnirchi. Likie the blows of' thescg-amc~uo
Ahattering the anivil but gecneratiing wanîîtl withiii it. so have tle, attacks
of free thoughit alwvays beeîî use( bY God to stimiiilate thle figige nergies
<of the Clhurch into iiew zeal aa-d warintlî and I iI.

it was duringy the attacks of Germait liitioiialisiiî that the Gerînai pli-
pif %vakzeied front its dognatie sînnîber and Gerinaîî nissioniarýy societies
%vere fornied.

Tt was in the .1hey-day of French iiifideliiy biaitthe flc grat iiiissiona-r.v
Socivties of the world were foîndffed, and tlic era of modern missions dawyned.
If Nwas -%NIenl Elish-I morals were ai. t.heir iowest ehb, in the reigii of
Chiarles Il., that; )eisiii b)ega,i and the close of that; period of frec t.lioîtit
Nvas markied by the revival of .lolîni We.siy aiff Che mosi; reînarlzabhi' religi-
Olis awakzening of modern inîes. T1'bus lias (*Çod cauised evo'm the wvratix of

mil to prais 1-iiin, andi demiomstratcd u11)01 tli e of liistory tlhat; al1
tinmis w'ork togyetimer for good to thienu that love 1- Fii.
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1 regret timat I cannot conîmend al] tlie ai-rimimelnts adv aliced bY the
genIltleiieni of the affirmuative. TIn their oia.nem f thlic miin<r of Mie
t.erni Free TIhoucylit thev very propc.rly 't.atedl tliat -%vu iisiL Confinehi'cor-
,;ilves to ifs religiotis sigîmificance. But tbiromghomt timeir addresses tbey
did uiot adhere to f;hat deliiiitioii. Thi-S 1-S 'e1 iii flic fact thaT tiey tirged

flie reforin moveniemits ini thie clmuirch were duc tu, Free Tibl1t. If Free
Tlioug(ht is the rejectiomi of the aîîtiority uf the B3ible lîow Could the Rc-
formation be the result, of ils, infliience? Iiit.ual of. t'ie Iicformiation bengi
a revoit «ains! the alutbority of flic Bible, it was a revoit Io the autlîorit
oif Scriptîire -igaist thie anti-Christiaîî eimeuîts wliîclî bad iiisilîîîîatedl
tiiemuisplves into thme clu ircb. intmer, Im, amii Calvin wvere fre(- Hlimimkers
iii tlic saine semise as ou r liiiored Priiicipal ami ail ]1lie deb.aterxs mn the
platform are free thiinkers-Ihe trutlh lîia made theui freu, therefore they
were free indeed.


