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T HE Rev. Mr. MacGillivray of CoteSt. Antoine, who, during the

past summer, attended the Oxford Sum-

mer Scbool of Theology, an interesting
accounit of which lie bas given in the

Knox College Monthly for Deceniber,
bas favoured the Talker, in the interests

of THE JOURNAL, witb the original and

revised editions of Professor Robertson

Sxnith's Old Testament in the Jewisb

Church. When, in i88o, Professor

Smitb was relieved of bis chair in Aber-

deen, six hundred prominent Free

Churchmen, Sa lie says, in Bdiniburgh

and Glasgow, invited him ta lecture be-

fore themn on the Higher Criticisin.
TÈhis hie did in iwelve lectures ta which

noue but a Scottish audience would have

had the patience ta listen. Learned

they rnay be, but not interesting. He

begins by exbibiting what is perfectly
true, namely, that the moderni view af

the inerrancv af Scripture bas na war-

rant in Reformation theology nor iu

earlier utterances af the leaders af

cburch thougbt. Every man wbo has

studied bis Bible witb intelligence

knaws that its heavenly treasure is in

earthen vessels, and that the tang af the

cask is sometimes very strang. Had
Prafessor Smith stopped there, nobody

wauld liave blanîed him, at least nu-

body whose opinion is warth anything.

But hie did not; lie fell fouI of Jewisb
tradition. For Jews as apeople and for

Jewisb literature, apart from revelation,
1 bave as littie respect as Professor
Smnitb. They are selfish loyers of ma-
terial prosperity, stiff-necked, rebelliaus,
and coriceited mules, and their extra
canonical literature is Iargely ignorant
twaddle. But the Jew as a wbolcsale
liar and forger 1 do not know. Apart
from miracle, froni supernatural aid, the
J ew or the Israelite could no more bave
written the Old Testament than hie could

have flown ta the red planet Mars. Lt

1uasn't iu him ; nature had not consti-

tuted hlim that wvay. According ta Pro-

fessor Smiitb, however, there was nothing
too bad for jewisb scribes ta do, and
yet nothing so divinely excellent that it
nîiighit not bave been their work. If this

be nat special pleading of a house di-
vided against itself I rnust look elseivhere
for bathos.

I see by to-day's paper that a French-
nman bas safély arrived in civilization

aftcr a twa year's journey across the Sa-
hara. Lt took me lcss time ta cross the
Robertson Smith desert, the scenery of
wbich consists of two ancient narratives


