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Tiyeology.

TAPAL PERSECUTION.

Though 1t could not be expected that
et it could ne.

petsecution should ceace, Z
ver have been amagined that persccution
should be augmented, instead of being di.
minicbed, when Paganism ceased, and that
Chrisuans should suffer more fromn bishops
and sovereigns who professed Christiamty
thaa they had ever dore from the Pagan
jesthaod and the Pagan ewperors of
me.

Yet the peraccutions of Pagan Rome are

not to be compared to those of Papal Rome.

wither i1n frequency, in duration, in cruelty,
or in success. \When the Christiang were
punished by the Roman magistrates, it was
generally on the information of voluntary
inforiners. ‘The Papists do not trust to this
alone, but have eatahlished 2 eystem of per.
manent and salaried accusation against all
real Christians, by the appointment of a
regular inquisition. The furnace of porse.
cution was only occasionally heated by the
Pagans, but, by the Papists, it is kept con.
tinually and intensely burning, A general
persecution was reeoried to by the Pagans,
only at particular times : with the Papiste
there are no seasons of relaxation or inter.
mission: and not only those who oppose
the church of Rome are persecuted, but even
those who are merely saspected of differmiy
from it. All might re.enter the Pagan
church by a single act of conformity, in
casting incense upon the flames; but ‘the
idols of modern Rome are not so placable;
suspicion ir almost cquivalent to guilt, and

can scarcely ever be entirely wiped awdy.
In the Inquisition, we sce an order of

proceeding at war with the good govern.
ment, of the world, and ewanating directly
from the source of evil. Every natunl
feeling is violated, every principle of jus.
tice reversed.
merey and justice are trampled under foot,
Fiend.like cunning,. falsehood, and insatia-
ble malice triumph and prevail; and the
earth, where the ioquusition has fixed its

seat, seems changed into the vestibule of

bell—James Douglas, Esg.

MAX MAGKIFIED RY THE DIVINE REGARD-

God hath “magnified " man by the gift
of an iatellectual nature. This circum.
stance, as illustrauve of the Divine good-
uess, and of oys obligations to grateful af.
fection and right conduct, is frequently ad-
verted to in the Scripture. lo “made us
to know more than the beasts of the field,
and 1o be wiser than the fowls of heaven.”
There is a spirit in man, and the inspira.
tion of the Almighty giveth him understand.
ing. In the process of forming thia Jower
world, and the system connccled with it,
various degrees of crealing grace, so to
speak, were dispensed. 5ighu was righ.
teous; no creature has any clim to
being at all; nor to any parucular mode
ar circumstance of bewg; and there.
fore, the dispensation of existence in va.
rious modes was wholly at the pleasuce of
the Creator; and none bas the right petu.
lantly o say to him *\Why am I thus?” kt
was also wise ; being necessary to variety,
sa variety is to perfection. Wesee, there-

fore, in this vast mise of created heinge,|pared

tnorganized matter without life; watier
organized, a8 in vegelables, with life, bu!
without sensation; and ia the inferior an:-
maly, with life, »ense, and a poruon ol
koowledge ; but without reason. Bat in
san the scale rises unspealadly hizber;
and his endowments are extended Leyoud
mare animal life and sensation, howesver
delicate ‘gn varied, and beyoud innh:;.
whatever sysiencus power may be,
2 yational soul, 1o deep and vu&om mes-.
Sicliops, and 10 immoctalily -seel{—

Tha divine attributes of

universe, he alone ie capable of surveving
tracing the Author of the whole work, and

yielding to him adoration and homage; o
sanctifying the varied scenc to moral uses ;
or of improving his capucity ;——and he alone
is susceptible of the sentinent of religion.

And as God has thus “magnifi~d” him,
he has also, “ set his hand upon him.” Man
18 the only visible creaturc in the heavens,
and in the earth, which God, in the proper
senso of the word, could love ; for no crea-
ture is capable of being loved, but one
which is capable of reciprocal knowledge,
regard and intercourse.— Other things
might be approved and pronounced ** very
good,” but man alone wax loved. He was
the only being with whom the Maker of all
could hold intercourse. Him, therefore,
he adinitted into fellowehip; with himn he
conversed, thought to thought, and made
s presence vital, and 1nteriorly sensible
to him, delighting in him, and teaching him
£ delight in The same regards be
has to us, though fallen; and by methods
we shall afterwards mention, still seeks
man as his beloved son, invites him to his
forgining bosom, and makes the human
heart hus favourite and his chosen temple.
—Rev. R Waisun.
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the whole with thought and reflection’; of

king the display of hi fections ; of
N St i 4 o f]the ¥oinles. (3) From history, i.s. swhen.

Biblical Litevatmre. »

RULES OF INTERPRETATION.
- CHAP. 1.

-t

words besides the usus loguends

finding t
which usage has attached to words, by -
rect testimony. Thia testimoay, it war

or his cotem
glossographies, and versions. Wil thise

of the author, as also the kinds of cumposi-
tion which is to be interpreted. We come

we must frequently resort in order tv find
the meaning of words.

2. Necessity of indirect testimony. The
usus loguendi cannot always be fond with
sufficient certainty, by those means which
have been poi out. Proper es:dence

times usage is varicd or inconstant, even
in the same age, or in the same writer; of

mmatical forms ; or an obscurnity covers
the subject or thing spoken of ; er novelty
of language occurs; oraaeglont of she usws
loguendi, which, sometimes Lappens even
in the most careflul writars. Quber means
therefore must be used, by which the trac
senee can be elicited. (Morue, p 148. 1)
3 of & writer the firsl and best
means. The mavstimpoctant of these means

for discovering the ssnse of any | r
pessags, is jound 1n resorting to !
tenor of the discourse. '1‘.":8 desy,

of the dircourse- in general u to

with the passage investigated. {a)
The ground of thus rule is, that we ought
not to suppose a good and judicious writer
has said what: ¥ jnconsistent with his de-
sign. Absolule certainty, however, is not
always attai in this way; for it some-
times bappens, that several interpretations
wmay agree awith the scope of the writer.
Umlren;:o ca:n. in which only &
probability in favour of a certain mean:
" wbe fo’ml; and even cases where :’;
s0 Taoch 35 this can be atlained. (Moras,
» 18 m—v)

(@) Bt how fothin eonps of the wrlter 1o be

vindble{sssernined ? (1) Fwm the. sxpees eae-

Other means 10 assist 1n finding 2= senee of

1. Design of the following chapter. The
precedin gc';upter ireated of the wethod of
wusws loguendi, i. c. the meanng

shewn, might be deduced fro.n three
sources; viz. from the acther riterpreled,
ies ;3 from fore. mnere who
understond his language ; and fro 2 scholia,
was united & knowlodge of th: pecaliar
style, idiom, country, circoms ancer, &cq

now to treat of indirect testimony, . which

respecting it is somelimes wanting ; sowe.

therc is an ambiguity of Ianguage. or of

R

ment of the writer. FE. g. John xx. 31, Rom,
ill. 28, (2.) From the ogcevion o¢ ciresm.
stances which otiginated the discourss. K.y,
the parables of Catist, and many prosages

vie accounts of fucts, that would very naturally
give tise 10 the discourse In question, and
would scrve Jo exp'ainit; o g. the Epistle wf
Jude te directa) against teachera whe lived Ui,
centinnly, @ Cor.alm et througheut, hae te.
feronce to facts which uxisted at that time, If
none of these thinge cast sufficient light on the
scope of the wanter, the whole muct be penised
and re.perused carefully; by which unexpeets
ed light often break: in.

Dsut some coution in respact to the Tule in
section 3 is propar.  All partd of & diseourse
aave pot invatiably & strict conaexion with e
general gcope,  Many things are often ead,
which are wholly irreluvanttoi’, and which
are meorg obiter diclu. ‘These are Dot tobe in.
terpreted by the genersl scope of the disconese,
but agreeably to the aubject that ix treated
in the plece where they ozeur. Recusrence
to thia yrimciplé is very importaut, in wmany
pans of the New Testament.

4. Cation in vegard la 1A “rule alove.
In regand to this means, then, of allaiong
the scise, we must take care not to trast
too much to it, nor to rel
Nor must we rest utivﬁcz with only some
tolerable arecmcnto{ the sense given with
the geueral scope of the writer.  Thia the
unlearned are very apt to do, for want of
skill in foe languages ; whonce have arisen
mauy Hle conjcciures. We must insist
upon 22 avident and necessary connexion
with the scope of the discourve.

Bat how shall we know when it is eni.
dent and wecessary? (1) Where a mean.
ing piainlr eontradicts the tenor of a die.
course it 18 to be rejecied. $2) When it
violates the principles of parallehsm and
the conclusions drawn from then, as to the
<ense of a pussage. (See Chap. 1. §} 6—
12) (3) Reject 2 meaning which givesan
mept and Srigid sense. By a frigul sense
ts neant one which contributes neither to
argument, nor perspicuity, not ornameat.

A meaning which infn upon none of
these negaxﬁ'c preoeptc.nml be found
harmonize with the subject of which the
authot is treating, unless he has violated
all the rules of lunguage and reasoning.

3. Srcond cantion in regard lo the acope
of the discoxrse. Another caution i, that
we compare the meaning, as discovered by
the scope of the writer, with that which the
usus Joquends affords, and see whether they
can agree. In uther words, we must sce
whether the wsus lagvends will tolerate any
particular sense given to the passage by the
scope of the discourse, eapocially in respect
to wards which have various meanings ; or
whether there be 2 repugmance oit Oc.
casionslly, the meaning derived {rom the
scope of the writer, will \leal to 2 know.
ledge of somathiag which may eerve to e3-
tablish ite harmony with the usus leguends

Bat tointerpret solely for the :uﬂpoood
scope of 3 wn!.’er. without the aid aud con-
seat of the waus loguends, and cven in op-
ition 10 1., belungs rather o rash cou.

jecture thau to interprotation Ly rule~—
Wherefore this belp is not to be used un-
Iesa1a caaes of ambigusty, or of words whick
are hapaz legomena, and generally 1a cases
where e we.t tcatimony 1o the ineaning of
words is ciher wanting, or it 1osafficeant
todeteranne tas sense. (¢) (Merus, p.158.
vit aud vig)

a) The peagin why the acepe of & discowsse
R not wrhe 1 buted (0, eXcept in casts whote
suslngany u ieen, in, thut the wese logucads
18 the beed v3 ence which can be hed of e
mvaniug of a pacage, and nothing can be ad
wsted whien shall dicy i1, whete it csn
bu «+1ablished by adeqrats temimory. But in
vare one Juubts what meaning the sews lo
goerd: wWould anigw or at lyomt 3Pow 1o any
word of ghesee, soendary of subedinty Mssnd.
i ¢ § @ ooupe of the dinc. Aere; may he fowort.
ed v, o iher sdhe o obaiviag the dovired
g ctovn.

_Yotommtionad. .

3.

1 rity, he hore with truly Christain resigna.

sdlely upoa it. by

Biogtg..

NENOIR OF MR, JONN FAIRICK, OF DINGLRY S
THANONITTED BY THR RKY. THOMAS @b~
LAND &, M.
Paom the Weshysa Nerbadiet Magosies,
Cuwtinded.

Mr. Patrick, daring “the days of @
yoars of his pilgrimage,’” had frequent oe.
casion ‘:f :‘.’ﬁ smg eurcil-lc lhwm
gracos g Spirt, Heex

at times much ddarstic afiction. Oneny
in the courss of- unly sixtesn weeke, e
Jeog than three desthw occurred In his fa.
moily ; and in the yesr 1831 (and thie wae
the aavetest struke of all) he was called to
suatain the Joss of his dearly.beloved wife.
The whole of these berearoments, mﬁshr
with trials from the concers of this Jife, in,
which Jw did not expenouce mach proepe.

tion, exclaiming, with Job, “ Shall we rec
ceive good at the hanl of God, and shall
we not receive evil? ‘The lord gavée, and
the Loed hath taken away ; blensed be the
nane of the Lond.”
Daring the Iatter petiod of hislift, when,
reason of his incressing infirmitios,
had ceased to be olfficiatly occupled tn the
church, he still went about doing good, by
visiling the sich, amd conducting peayer.
wectings.  His weofulners in this way was
not & 1itle prometed by hin having »o long
held fast his profession without wavering:
his varied esperience, indeed, of the chang. -
ing scewes of this mertal hfe, and his
quaintance with:the desp thinze vf ¢
rendered his communications cxteedingly
valuable. Atall Gmos, and unjer st clr.
cumstances, whether seated in his family
circle, or waikiag b the way, he was in
the spirit of prayer ; hor couis any one be
more ready to adopt the langusge of tha
Paaloust, »1 will bless the- Lord at all
timea : his pramwe shall continually be in my
mouth.” A short tims before ho ceasod to
walk abroad, heing metinthe town by 8
friend, who asked him concering the state
of his health, he replied, = J am better than
1 deserve tobe: 1ama happy msn. 1have
been begging this moruing up and down .
the strects ss | have tom:’ahng.l:;d h::
had my present wants richly supplied ; a
beaideyum, 1 have @ pokefud cy promings.”
Then, throwing of the figurative garb witk
which his ideas hed been ¢lohed, e said,
“ My friend, 1 have Ind soreet intercourse
with God this morning; 81 he has aban.
dantly blessed my soul, while I have boen
iiing up wy howrt to ki This was st
wah him an occaso il ve 3 fitful feeting;
it wax the warp that £33 through the w
wob of hie experonce, wd was agparent
whenever a short 1dlcrv.ew gave Him an
opportunity of seserring to his owa spirisual
sia‘e. LY -
The evanncss of his dispositiot, and tha
composure: of h_mind, wers mitintained
duning hie last 1liaesn, which contiaged bat
for threo weeke. D’u:ring t!u:é. poriod be
frequently exprossed hix gra‘itude o Gad,
xh":% be felt nonther gickrovs nor pain; he
hkewsn gratefully reinomberad ail the
mercies with which he hid boen favoursd
in the course of his earthly prlgrimagy, and
often gave vent to the overfowings of his
heart, 12 lus favouriie as=riplon of praise 1o
the Traty: “Glory be to the Father,
fioqhe to the Bon, and glory bata the
Toly Ghost ! Ané, probably with yome
al anon to the vermon under which be was
blessed 2t the vo? ovaes of hig eourse, he
would exclaim, » 1 Lave my foct firmon the
sure & .

Attwo o'clock in the moming of Priday,
Feb. 204, 1632, beeng the day on which
died, winn the powes of speech Sud failed
tim, and whes he had gxternd upon his
tant soe witleivim flael fos, he vtrenchnd
oot hx swd porm.ed Wil his tacer
very distinotly twes Umes, 38 i bu Fod

lm;«mt&m owr iy in sigw. e

wndnily w »l; aed in tha




