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[t is plain, we again asscrt, froca these
remarks that Armstrong could not have >bean
aware of Proctor's real situaton, and we shall
proceed to urge in detail our objections to bis
conclusions. First as to the prompt rctreat
te General Vincent, unencumbered With bag-
gage. Wo have no defcnco to make of
Proctor on this counit, too rnany of Our co-
temporaries have expressed theniselves strorg-
]y, in reprobation of the ill.judged manner in
which the retreat was conductod, to, permit us
to urge aught in vindication. One fact, how-
ever, is remarkable, Veritas the earliest writer
on the subjeet, one by no means sparing in
condamnation, and who mniglit have been
supposed to be thoroughly acquainted with
the pros and cons of the afl'air, is sulent on
the point, confining bis rcmarks to a stricture
on the severity of Sir George Prevost's ýcne-
rai ordor. This is significant and lcads us to
pause ore we -adopt too readily ail that bas
been s-%id in condemnation of Proctor.

Secondly,-As to the vigorons defance of
the post committed to his custody. We have
already shown the difficulties by which Proc.
tor was surrounded, and that it was impossible
for imi te flnd provisions for bis troops as
well as l'or .he Indians and their families. Gen.
Armstrong lost sight, too, of the fâct that
"lthe post " had been to a groat dcgree dis-
iwantled of its guns, which had been roquired
to arm J3arclay's fleet, and had accordingly
been appropriated for that purpose, and
captured with that fleet.

Proctor was, we think, to blamie for the
deposition of his forces at the Moravian town,
but aven this is, as wc have shown, a mare
matter of opinion, as the observations, quoted
in our last chapter, show. We must net
allow one passage lu Armstrong tepass un-
noticed-it is when he speaks of the forma-
tion whieh cnabled four 7undirc -nountod
infantry armeZ îitz riflks, 7atclwts, and
Zbuto7ier knivce, te win the battle in a single
minute.

Had we not already shown the ovexwhelm-
ing numabers of Uarrison's army,- the reader
would be led to suppose that a corps of four
hundred men, armedhbastily with-any weapons
and horses they could collect4 had routed 1n1
one minute seven hundred British veterans.
We necd scarcely go into this su1lject, as wo
have both shown the constitution and habits

of tho body of mounited riilemen (flot infantry)
and the whole number of flarrison's ar-ny,
wo thereforgonly direct the reader's attention
te the passage as another proof how prone
Americans are to misrcpresent.

It is not often that wve have occasion to cern-
Roniark9on1larrison's mend an American com-
letter as to numbers, mander for modosty; we
maust not omit, therefore, on the present occa-
sion te point out an instance of it as eccur-
ring in Ilarrison's despatch. Hie admits that
"ltho number of our troops was certainly
greater than that of the enemy2' This is
something aven for an American General, but
the pains he takes to dIo away with the im-
pression, that. numbers had auglit to do with
the fate of the day, is also noteworthy. Ac-
cordingly, he adds, in the next paragraph,
"lbut whien it is rccollected that they had cho-
sen n position, that effectually secured their
flank, which it wvas impossible for us te turn
and that wo could not prescrnt to themn a line
more extended than their oivn, it wOillwot hoc
considered arrogant for me te, caim for rny
troops the palm of superier bravory." Can
anything be more absurd than. tIËis last par-
graplh? Rere wereoever three, thousand Arn-
ericans opposed te, somothinglike four hundrcd
and seventy British, and yet the Amnerican
General, înstead of honestly confessing that
by dint of superior numnbers ho overcame his
opponents, descends te, the meanness of twad-
dhing-about the supenior position chosen by
Proctor, and dlaims on that account superior
bravery for his mon. We should scareely
haye noticed this passage ia Harrison's des-
patchhbad we not found that ho thereby gained
bis ôbJect, te throw dust ia tho eyes of lis
compatriots. That this was effocted is te be
discovercd in the fact that every town thieugli-
eut the Union -mas illuminated, and every
chnrch rung eut aý merry pool on the occasion.
Ail thiswto be sure niight have been-a political
measure, or, as General Wilkinson cails it, «" a
muitarydeception," but stillIt is difficult..te
imagine that any .sober-minded Ametican,. in
possession of the truth, could or would have
seen reason te exuit -in the circumstance of
thice thousand fivo hundred of- his--ceuntry-
mon overcomnfg soma four hundrcd ..-and
seventy B3ritish and some Indians.

Harrison's end was nevertheless gained, and
one of the members for South Carolina, a Mr.
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