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just as in England as far as the government is con-
cerned. Up 10 this we have not sufféed front
any interference.

Some forty ycars ago the case wvas different, as
then any priest wvas lorbidden to say Mass and to
perfortu the variaus acts of the sacred mninistry ;
hence Father I-Ionderwvanger and F ather Le Bihan
wcre ordercd out of the country in those years.

(2.) The Grondwet states that none but
ProteStants can bc inembers of the Volksraad and
bcecmpioycd in the goveininent services. Catholics
and Jewvs cani never be eiectcd memibers of parlia.
nient, nor hold any governinent situation. The
govcrniment cierks, post nd telegraph employces,
officeri of the police or the artiilery, etc. must
ail be Protestants. Some years ago the govern-
nment wvas. not very exacting on this point,
but the last three or four years the iaw is adhered
to strictiy for ail applicants. The old hands are
kept in ; but no Cathoiics need appiy now. There
is no Catholic in either of the \Tolksraads.

(3.) No State subsidy cani be granted to a schooi
wherein a Catholic is teacher. This keeps us out
of every chance of State support fur the present,
and prevents Cathoiic teachers obtaining cmploy-
nient in other schoois.

Some ten years ago this laiv reinained a dead
letter ani %ve received the governient grant, but
since the prescrnt Superintendent of Edutcation toolc-
office, the law is carried out most exactiy.

Such is otur lcgi standing in the country.
It is difficuit to recuncile the last two items wvith

the conventions and treaties îîassed -between the
Transvaal ami the home powers, England, France,
Germany, P>ortugal. Ail their citizens have the
riglit of a privilegeni nation :i. e. the saine as the
Boers, for commercial and industrial pursuits, to
earn their living, etc. Nov Protestants froin
thuse cotintries cati have advantagcs, and do have
theni, which Catholics arc debarrcd front No
such distinction is ever hintcd at iii these treaties;
stili, the State maintains this is a part of the local
laws and does not concern the outside îyorld, and
s0 we oup-ht to plu up with it ; this is poor
coi ort.

In our cvery day iclations with the groverniinent
wve find the officiais obiiging and considerate, just
the sains %vith evcryhody cisc.

Sorie burghers froin the Lydenburg district
petitioncd the Volks3razad soute three ),cars ago
that1 notice be given to the Catliolics to qluit Ille
country and t0 seli thir propertis. The Chair-
man stated hie wvas sorry he coui(i tot dIo it, but
the lav did 001 atllo\%, it. I scarcely think that a
siiiilar proposai would be signed by ail the Boers,
though there is no love iost on their side tii-
ward lis.

The Superintendent ot Education thought fit
sume thrce ycars ago to attack us in a general
circular sent to ail] ministers of religion. I had to
contradict in a letter to the papers soine of Uls
statements, and] ail cndcd there as far as the
public was concerncd.

The petitions sent to the Volksraad praying
that our disabilities be re-noved have neyer hiad
any resuit ; on one or two occasions they embit-
tcrcd the Boers the more against us.

The whoie thing is a reinnant of the old Dutch
penal iavs îvhich the flrst Boer settiers brotught to
the Cape thrcc centuries agoï and which thcy up.
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hcld îvhercsoevcr týicy had the pover; in the Cape
first tintil the Engiish occupation, then in the Free
State Republic where these laws were repealed in
18ý84. When wili they he rcpealed in the Trans-
vaal ? No one knows.

In the Cape and Natal the Catholies have their
full frecdom this last half century, and have neyer
given any governînent cause of coniplaint. In the
Free State ive are on the saie footing as anyonc
else for the last eleven years, and it has mm1 dc .no
différence 10 anybody.

What the Pretoria Government dreads I cannot
say. Ii is a miatter of feeling on the part of thc
Bloer, and feelings do not die quickly. -

There is no doubt that the law debarring
Cathlîoics froin any eniployîncnt in the Govero-
ment service is a serious Ioss 10 our people, and
our schools are severely handicapped by the re-
fusai of any State aid, îvhich is open 10 ail the
Protestant schoois. 'Ne have iived and hope to
live ail the saine, but %ve feci the burden.,..

As for the Church's îvork, these are the parti-
culars .

In Johannesburg ive have tiwo churciies, one in
town and one ini the suhburb of Fordsburg. Two
schools ror girls in toivn, a înixcd one nt Fords-
hurg, an(d the Marist Brothers' schooi for boys,
give ail our chiidren a chance of a good Christian
education. The girls' schoois are under the care
of the Sisters of the IIoiy F1anily (Immaculate
Conception Branch) and nuiier about 25o chiid-
rcn. The Fordshurg school under the ma~nage-
ment of the sanie sisters has about ioo. The
Marist Brothers have over 500 boys. The latter,
as wcll as the conivent, prepare the chiidren for
the Cape University examinaîions, and hiave been
very successfui up to the present.

The Siszers of Nazar2th ha-ve an orphanagc
%with sorte 70 chiidren. That namber'iay sooir
be dotublcd wvhcn the neiv bouse is flnished ; thcy.
aiso take in the homiess old people ; their work
is greatly apDrcciated hitre ; it is the first one of
the kind in ilie Transvaal.

A commnunity of 3o Sisters of the l-oly Fanîily
(the Sieters of Hbope Branchi) is in charge of the
town huspital ; latcly a staff of 30 iay nurses was
added ; it rînains to bc scen howv the arrainge.
mient ili work. The hospital is kept on a'grand
scale and %votld be a credit 10 aiiy large town in'
Europe.

There are also missions in Pretoria, Poichefst-
rooin, Lydcnburg, Barberton ;each of thein has
priest, church, convent and sehools. Kierksdorp.
mission wvill bu2 opced shortly, and tue native
mission of Vlcishfontein completes the list. The,-
permnanent convents of Lydenburg and Barberton
hiave to be built yet the Sisters live in rented
bouses. Pretoria bas t'vo priests, also a boys'
school uncler thc management of a Catholie lady
froin Liverpool. The other above nanied missions
have cach one l)riest.

One priesi. travels along the mines and also. in
tue ijorthern districts where there is no chiu'rchlk
yct' I daresay Pietersburg ivill want achurch,
and schpol s000 ; -then %ve shall have missions in'
ail the important patts of. the country,' and the
work of the travelling pricst will be ,greatly
liitened.

May' God grant us a good lasting peace and Uis
blessing upon 'our work. *., .;

OWL.


