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character. IHe united to the rarest
intellectual gifîs, the highest moral qualities,
and ruled mien's minds botb by bis ability
and bis uprightness. Honourable, lie %vas
the soul of hionour. I-is word %vas his
bond, given slo%%ly3, it is truc, but sacredly
kcpt. Hiis bitterest opponcots, and lie
hiad many, willingly acknuwledge lie
possessed this special trait. His hionesty
of purpose, and purity of motive, wvere
nover qtiestioned. In tbe smialler field of
provincial politîcs, on the bencb of bis
native province, in the sîormy arena of
federal nvrartot the shadowv of a
reflec.li has beeo cast upori his reputa-
lion. No onc can point ro a blot on bis
record. Nc one can say bis hands wvere
slained with brbc. givon *or received.
Not onie act of political dishonesty can lie
laid to bis charge. Like (Gladstone, lie
laid dowvn bis mandate sîlver dlean, for lic
possessed that purity Mhjch no wvorldliness
deadened and no liyjxcrisy soiled. "WVbo
cati help admniring sucli a career? Who
can repress a feeling of îîride when lie
zeflects that no principle 'vas sacrificed, no
larnishi incurred in its succossful lîrosecu-
lion ? We niay legitiimately rejoice that
we have an ideal %vorthy of imitation, and
that %ve l'ave a counîtry sufficiently derno-
cratic, in the best sense, and broad and
enlightened enough to be Uicetlîeatre for
sucli an achiievemniit." Canadians cari
look back with pardonable pride upon
sucli a record. He is oie of those grand
examples 'vhiclî supply history wvith
invaluable lessons of encouragement and
inshtru ct ion.

As an evidence of bis higlî.prinicipled
motives a bitter opponient remiarked, wvhen
a certain nîcasure was about to bc broughit
before the H-ouse :. " If Sir John thinks it
is rigbt lie tvîll support it, and if be thinks
it is wvrong ail the force that cari be b)roiught
to bearupon liinî will not inake hlmi withdraw
bis opposition to it." Ir is a man of tbis
kind the country can ill afford to lose-a
man who would rather lose place and
prestige than desert the riglit.

"Who never sold the trutlî tu serve the hiotr,
Nor paltered with Eternal Codl for power."
A temiperance delegation interviewved

hirn once. He wvas always known ho be
a friend of temiperance and morality, but
he would flot bumbug his pehitioners.
Here is bis answer : " I could humnbug

yo'u if 1 wisbed, but 1 have too niuch
respect for niyself to do that, and I must
inforrn you that thiere arc grave dificulties
ini thec w~ay of immiiediate legisiation such
as you desire." It %vas a straiglitforward
ans%'er, and this is the compliment one of
the delegates afterwards paid him : "T'he
premnier is a liard man to get an answer
out of, but oni-e it is given it will be
wortb sornething."

His practice was not to please by sweet
words, but to satisfy by candour and
straightforwardness, which in the end wvon
golden opinions. He alwvays Ieft the
impression on bis audience, that wbat hie
said lie meant. To know hmi wvas to
respect him, and the more hie %vas known
the more decply bis qualities irnpressed
themselves. Yethewasnotself-opinionated,
nor contracted in his views. A great man
can be neithier one nor the otlier. His
sympathies were broad and liberal, and
lie had a thoroughi contempt for prejudice
or narrowvness of view~. His pulblic acts
exhibit that eharacteristic. H-e iiad to
deal with niany delîcate miatters, wvhere
bis own political and religious opinions
nîighit colour bis judgment, but lie always
displayed a breadth of view and an
impartial purpose that challenge ap.
plaitse. These cbaracteristics slbew why-ie
had such universal admiration, %vhy we
cani point to hini as illustrious anIong
colonial statesmien, wvhy hoe bas a claimi
upon the bornage of bis country, indeed
upon the sympathy of the E nglîsh race.

We may he considered as being too
laudator3'. Well, let others speak. From
the Queen downwards have corne niany
warmn and cloquent trîbutes. Lord Ripon,
Secretary of State for the Colonies, fouind
the Canadian premier " a mani of
untarnishied hionour, possessing statesmian-
like qualities of a high order." Lord
Jers 'ey, the Iniperial delegate to the Ottawa
Conference, hiad learned to like hinm and
said: "while the principles wvhich he
follo'ved wvill flot die witb iîîîi, evcry titue
memiber of the British Empire mîust deeply
lamient the loss of so great a mari." Lord
Chief justice Russell, associated with hlm
on the Behiring Sea case, thus appreciated
bis abilities: " Froni the beginning I was
greatly impressed by bis broad good sense,
and the eminently judicial character of bis
inind." Lord H-annen, bis asEociate


